


consuming, but accomplishments like
ensuring intellectual freedom, expanding the
diversity of the profession, and working for
libraries and information access in
Washington are ongoing and touch all of us.

Participating in Council or
ALA Committees Requires
More Travel Than I Can
Afford or Have Leave to Do
Response: While Council does require
two physical meetings a year, many
ALA committees do not. If you are present at
the table (real or virtual), you can help shape
the policy to encourage better participation. I
have found many cheap ways to make travel
work through the years when my school paid
only my registration, and I have gotten to
know some great people and wonderful cities
in the process. It is, in part, giving back.

It’s Always the Same
People Batting Around
the Same Ideas in the
Same Old Ways
Response: At least a third of the members
elected to Council are totally new every year,
which means that they have never served
before. The best fix for too much old blood,
is to provide the option to voters for some
new blood. And then, we need to vote
somewhere close to the numbers we actually
have in our divisions. In addition, fill out
that committee volunteer form for ALA.

I Have a Life. Why Would I
Spend Precious Time
Deliberating Endlessly the
Many Fine Points of Policy or
Arguing About Organizational
Structure. That Seems
Mind-Numbing
Response: Policy and organization should
be the catalysts for effectiveness not

inscrutable barriers for participation.
Helping to shape the vision and empower
members to accomplish what they need
to get done is the central task of a governing
body and something YALSA members
know about first hand and in 3-D.

I Am a Doer Not a
Pontificator. I Need to
See Results
Response: Council desperately needs
to be about results. When it falls short
in that endeavor, we all lose. ALA,
through its Council, has achieved great
results in establishing our values and
goals as a profession, in reaffirming
our devotion to open access and the
right to read and view, in advancing
cooperation, and in promoting libraries
and librarianship.

How Would My Being There
Make a Difference? I Am Just
One Person
Response: Our whole profession rests on
the assumption of the transformational
power of ideas. Creativity and innovation
are the future of our work and our


