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The Young Adult Library Services Association (YALSA) is a national association of 

librarians, library workers and advocates whose mission is to expand and strengthen 

library services for teens, aged 12-18. Through its member-driven advocacy, research, 

and professional development initiatives, YALSA builds the capacity of libraries and 

librarians to engage, serve and empower teens. 

 

 

 

June 2, 2014 

To: ALA Council 

CC: YALSA Board 

From: Shannon Peterson, YALSA President 

Subject: 2013-2014 YALSA Annual Report 

 

The overarching theme for YALSA this past year has been the future. Supported by a 

grant funded by the Institute of Museum and Library Services, the division held a year-
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• Through funds raised for the Friends of YALSA via #Giving Tuesday, three 

stipends were offered to members to attend National Library Legislative Day. A 

school (Sarah Levin), a public (Lisa Lechuga), and a GSLIS Faculty member (Robin 

Kurz) were selected to advocate for teens and libraries through their state 

delegations. In addition to the successful Tween your Senator and 

Representative campaigns, YALSA also led a NLLD Thunderclap, in which 382 

supports (with a social reach of 242,667) simultaneously released the following 

message via social media: “Fund #libraries! They give teens a brighter future by 

helping them succeed @ school & prep 4 careers #nlld14 http://thndr.it/1fitEv0” 

 

• The Advocacy Benchmarks Taskforce held a successful feedback session at 



3 

 

well.  

 

• YALSA held a free month-long series of webinars in March of 2014 around 

specific subject areas related to the Future report including connected learning, 

cultural competency, literacies, personal learning networks, and librarians as 

community connectors and education facilitators. Panelists included members as 

well as researchers and colleagues from related fields.  

 

• Throughout 2013- 2014, YALSA worked on Badges for L
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• YALSA Staff continued to implement strategies identified by NorthStar Strategies 

in their 2013 marketing recommendations report to the Board that highlighted 

strategies to recruit and engage new and existing members.  

 

• Crystle Martin was selected by a search committee to serve as the 2014-2015 

YALSA Blog member editor. Crystle comes to the blog with a background in 

research and library education, as well as with blog management experience at 

the Connected Learning Research Network.  

 

• YALSA awarded Kellie Tilton with the Volunteer of the Year Award for her 

excellent service as Administrative Assistant on the Quick Picks for Reluctant 

Readers Selection Committee. The award acknowledges the contributions of 

YALSA members who have demonstrated outstanding service to the mission, 
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• In order to ensure that YALSA is prepared to move forward with the 

recommendations called for in the Future of Library Services for and with Teens 

Report, the Board has voted to begin a new Strategic Planning cycle a year 

earlier than originally planned. This process will begin with member feedback a 

member feedback session at the 2014 Annual conference.  

 

• YALSA has been asked to join the Badge Alliance and the Coalition for National 
Learning, stay tuned for more information on both of those new partnerships.  
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It has been an honor to work with the YALSA Board, staff, and members this year as 

elected President and I am truftyw#kG()#(f’D#DEfoywDEgyw#kH)H#H#Gfay(kHzD(Gf ywEkDGG’#fnyw#kG’D#DyfryNk)(H##fuyw#kG’D#Dfiryw’kzDN#(f y#kG#’()ftyw#kG(H#Gfnyw#kG’D#Df y#kG#’()f ywEkDGG’#fvywDNRNbG(fhyw#kG’D#DfeywDkD)NGbwzk)GGE#k’G


