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Thefirst Divisionof the AmericanLibraryAssociatiorwasthe AmericanLibraryTrusteesAssociation
createdin 1890. ALAwasmindful of the importantrole that trusteesplayedin the realmof the local
publiclibrary. AsALAexpandedand more specialtylibrarieswere formed and new librarian positions
created,sodid the numberof DivisionsThenameof the trustee divisionwaschangedn 1999to the
Associatiorfor LibraryTrusteesand Advocategeflectinga greateroutreachin the communityby library
trustees.

In 1975,a project startedunderthe ALALibraryAdministrationand ManagementAssociatio(LAMA)to
compileadirectory of knownFriendsof Librariesgroupsin communitiesand campusedecamethe core
of aseparateorganization: Friendsof LibrariesUSAor FOLUSA.



