Tips for implementing a Great Stories Club program

Prior to meeting with program participants, read the book you are discussing carefully — often it requires two
readings. Keep notes on characters and plot so that if there is a question or someone needs reminding you can
fill in the gaps.

If you can choose the time when the discussion is taking place, try to pick a time of day when participants will be
alert and active.

Think of a fun way to have participant introduce themselves and get to know you.
Introduce simple rules and expectations that the group will follow (e.g. read and finish the book, raise your hand
to speak and wait to be recognized, respect each other’s opinions). If working with a detention facility, make

sure that your rules are in line with the institutional rules.

Try to create a comfortable, open atmosphere. Remember and remind participants that the discussion is not a



