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access to the metadata, data needs to 
be more þne-grained in order to utilize 
the technology well.  One has to realize 
that all faceted information comes from 
the cataloging record, so our records 
need to have richer descriptive meta-
data in order to deliver accurate search 
and enable better resource discovery.  

Question:  Are there speciþc 
guidelines on when to create a new 
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òAcclaimed photographer and anthro-
pologist Martin Gray spent the last 20 
years on an amazing pilgrimage: he 
visited 1,000 sacred sites in 80 coun-
tries around the world. His journey 
unfolds in a remarkable compilation of 
images that reveals just how devoutly 
pre-industrial cultures everywhere wor-
shipped and respected our Earth. From 
the Western Wall to the Great Mosque 
of Damascus, Mt. Olympus to Assisi, 
Tibetõs Potala Palace to Hawaiiõs Mau-
na Kea, Teotihuac§n in Mexico to the 
Golden Temple in Amritsar, these are 
the awe-inspiring places from which 
all the worldõs great religions sprang, 
along with our þnest culture, art, and 
architecture. Grayõs stunning photo-
graphs and fascinating text provide 
unique insight into why these powerful 
holy places are the most venerated and 
visited sites on the entire planet. Maps 
adapted from the National Geographic 
Society show the locations of all the 
sites presented, and a thorough appen-
dix includes a comprehensive list of 
over 500 of the worldõs sacred sites.óñ
Publisher

The book also includes discussion of 

threats posed to these sites. Many of the 
places are under constant pressure from 
man and nature and need protection. 
The book includes bibliographical ref-
erences and further information. View 
table of contents: http://www.loc.gov/
catdir/toc/ecip076/2006100795.html. A 
companion website is worth visiting as 
well: http://sacredsites.com/index.html. 
It includes maps, photos, and descrip-
tions of sacred sites around the world.

This book is recommended for high-
school through adult readers and 
provides both inspiration and learning 
about architecture and historical monu-
ments. It would also be a handsome gift 
idea. A companion DVD is also avail-
able.

Douglas, David. The Atlas of Sacred 
and Spiritual Sites: Discover Places 
of Mystical Power From Around the 
World. London: Godsþeld Book, 2008 
(ISBN: 9781841813288). 175 p.: col. 
ill., col. maps; 29 cm.

There seems to be more than a little 
interest in the topic of sacred places in 
the world as this book complements 
the previous title. There are similarities 
and distinct differences in theme and 
coverage of the various sites so that 
anyone with an interest in the topic, 
whether from historical study or from 
studies in architecture or religion, may 
wish to obtain both works.

òThis beautifully illustrated guide ex
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Theberge, Albert E. Hidden Depths: 
Atlas of the Oceans. New York, NY: 
Collins, 2007 (ISBN: 9780061345142). 
256 p.: ill. (some col.), col. maps; 32 
cm.

I love oceanography. I have an extreme 
interest in what is under the surface 
of the water. This atlas is a wonderful 
view of the worldõs oceans and includes 
a wealth of knowledge on all aspects 
of the water-world and all that affects 
it. The book is designed to educate and 
to promote ocean òliteracy,ó helping 
readers to understand the complex 
relationship between us and the oceans.

Published in collaboration with the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration and the Smithsonian 
Institution, this work relates to a project 
to develop the Ocean Hall in the Smith-
sonian National Museum of Natural 
History.

Chapters cover all aspects, including: 

Atlas of the oceans ñ The ocean ÿoor 
ñ Ocean zones ñ Water and seawater 
ñ Water movement and circulation 
ñ Oceans and the climate ñ Oceans 
and the weather ñ Dynamic coasts 
ñ Natural hazards ñ The poles ñ Vi-
tal ecosystems ñ Exploring the oceans 
ñ Human interaction ð Conservation. 
Also included is a glossary and index.

An additional chapter of note covers 
the future, if various climate trends 
(e.g., melting ice-caps) continue. In-
cluded are artistõs renderings of, for ex-
ample, a London of the future, in which 
the sea has overwhelmed the protective ich 
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Books

Yamashita, Michael. The Great 
Wall: From Beginning to End. New 
York, NY: Sterling, 2007 (ISBN: 
1402731604). 176 p.: ill. (chieÿy col.), 
col. maps; 27 x 32 cm.

The Great Wall of China is 4,000 miles 
long and took more than 1,800 years 
to complete (there are thousands of 
miles more in the system, but this book 
focuses on the main section). Many 

books discuss the Great Wall in vari-
ous levels of detail, but this one covers 
the history of construction through the 
many dynasties to provide a more com-
prehensive look at this wonder.

Both authors (one of whom is also the 
photographer) have spent years visit-
ing, walking, and running the entire 
length of the Great Wall and have made 
a great effort showing this heritage site. 
They also emphasize the importance 
of preservation and maintenance of the 
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Wall system for future generations.

Photographs show many different 
views of sections, construction de-
tails, and context of the construction 
with the time it was built. This is a 
good work for any level of reader 
and would provide a good history for 
high-school and adult studies on the 
subject. See publisher description: 
http://www.loc.gov/catdir/enhance-
ments/fy0711/2007005549-d.html.

Weiner, Eric. The Geography of Bliss: 
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