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base line is an ofþcial publication of the American Library Associationõs Map 
and Geography Round Table (MAGERT).  The purpose of base line is to provide 
current information on cartographic materials, other publications of interest to 
map and geography librarians, meetings, related governmental activities, and map 
librarianship.  It is a medium of communication for members of MAGERT and 
information of interest is welcome.  The opinions expressed by contributors are 
their own and do not necessarily represent those of the American Library Associa-
tion and MAGERT.  Contributions should be sent to the appropriate editor listed 
below.

Editor:  Steve Rogers, Map Librarian, Ackerman Library, Ohio State University, 
610 Ackerman Road, Columbus, OH  43202  Tel: 614/688-8774  
FAX: 614-292-7859  E-mail: rogers.20@osu.edu

Production Manager:  James A. Coombs, Maps Library, Missouri State Univer-
sity, 901 S. National, #175, Springþeld, MO  65897
Tel.: 417/836-4534  E-mail: JimCoombs@MissouriState.edu

Cataloging Editor:  Tammy T. Wong, Cartographic Materials Cataloger, Ge-
ography and Map Division, Library of Congress, 101 Independence Ave. SE, 
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Membership Committee Chairperson:  Wade Bishop, Graduate Research Asso-
ciate, College of Information, Information Institute, Florida State University, 010 
Louis Shores Building, Tallahassee, FL 32306-2100  Tel: 850/645-5683	
E-mail: bwb06c@fsu.edu

Advertising Rates:  For one issue: full page $100; half page $50; quarter page 
$25.  Inside back cover, opposite “Great Moments in Map Librarianship”: 
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Send graphic or word processing þle as an email attachment to the editor or mail 
hard copy to editor. Submissions will be re-formatted to the extent necessary to þt 
the size and proportion requested.  Consider that the þnal size and proportion of 
a full page is 5.5 x 8.5 inches.  Advertisers will be invoiced.  Mail checks to the 
MAGERT Treasurer, payable in U.S. dollars to ALA-MAGERT.
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ELECTRONIC MAPPING
C.C. Miller, Purdue University

I Might be the Reason Libraries are Slow to Innovate 

I just wrapped up my þrst year at Purdue Libraries. This year alone Iõve been to 
CNI in Phoenix, ALA in D.C., and a Geosciences Network (GEON) Cyberinfra-
structure Summer Institute for Geoscientists (CSIG) in San Diego, among other 
in-state events that showcased GIS and geoscience applications, and it turns out 
Iõm a major sucker. In fact, Iõve secretly begun to fear that I am the reason aca-
demic libraries have trouble keeping apace of the information technologies being 
pushed, stretched, and advancedñevery dayñby agile dot coms and open source 
projects. To wit:

An example of badly-written, librarian-produced php code that eventually improved to 
status “acceptable”

This is a small sample of some hacked-up and bloody php code that takes some 
user input and joins tables of data in one database to polygon grid maps sitting 
in a different (spatial) database. Nice, right? And I can tell you that itõs in service 
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and so far Iõve met no resistance in 
academics to working collaboratively 
with a librarian. But when we must 
do this work ourselves, itõs incumbent 
upon us to trumpet the results (if 
theyõre presentable) and generally 
do anything we can to make sure 
researchers and faculty think of these 
issues before they write their grant 
proposal or syllabus so that the great 
ideas of librarians can be folded into 
the workloads of those who are being 
paid to turn great ideas into working 
machines. In this way, the theory 
goes, the pace of library research and 
initiatives must match the pace of the 
þelds and disciplines with which weõre 
collaborating. Put more simply:

Us: Did you like it when 
you deposit a table in 
your database that itõs 

immediately available 
in a menu online with 
a little balloon full of 
metadata that pops up 
telling you whatõs in the 
table and what it means 
and you can immedi-
ately see the table data 
classiþed and mapped 
against layers that sit in 
a completely different 
database you donõt have 
to even think about?

Them: I do.

Us: Well...just imagine 
what somebody who 
knew what in h#$ll they 
were doing could have 
built.

New Maps and Cartographic Materials,
Along with Other Items of Interest

David J. Bertuca, Map Librarian
University at Buffalo Libraries Map Collection

Autumn this year is a bit strange: 
occasional days have been cold and 
crisp, typical of fall, but most days 
have been very warm, more like 
August, and even the wildlife sounds at 
night have a late summer atmosphere. 
School is well underway and mid-terms 
are approaching along with an increase 
in requests for maps and research 
materials for a variety of assignments.

More times I am asked for digital 
copies of maps so that professors can 
show them for classes, or students 

approach requesting satellite images 
and e-maps to use for various 
assignments. This means that I do a lot 
of hunting in the collection and online. 
It also means that I discover a large 
quantity of maps online of all varieties. 
I wish I could share more of these, as 
they are always a thrill to uncover, even 
the odd or off-beat ones (y

qhe ohrus!nd# of maps yn the enc er#e 
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mind.

There are so many maps appearing that 
when I þnish reviewing ones for this 
column, I have many more than would 
þt so I usually þle the others, but more 
often come up with more the next issue 
since the supply outpaces our ability to 
keep up with such a pace. I continue to 
try to describe maps and books that I 
have actually viewed, and avoid ones 
that you probably heard about else-
where (Maps-L and various map orga-
nization newsletters give you a regular 
infusion of new items, so I leave titles 
they mention out when possible since 
you already have seen themñI am only 
a supplement to their wonderful ef-
forts).

This issue I am giving a selection of 
new and interesting titles, along with 
some Web sites that you might þnd 
helpful to your collection, or at least 
interesting in their own right. Some 
have a more wintery theme, but all are 
deþnitely worth viewing.

Maps

Fick, Steven; Fridriksson Signy. North 
Pole: International Polar Year, 2007-
2008; South Pole: International Polar 
Year, 2007-2008. [Ottawa, Ont.]: Ca-
nadian Geographic Enterprises, 2007. 
2 maps on 1 sheet: both sides, col.; 48 
x 65 cm., folded to 17 x 17 cm. Scale: 
1:11,000,000.

In time for the International Polar year, 
this map provides nice views of the 
top and bottom of the world in good 
detail. Relief is shown by shading, 
gradient and bathymetric tints, and spot 
heights. It is produced by Canadian 

Geographic, with the cooperation 
of the National Atlas of Canada. 
South Pole : International polar year, 
2007-2008 / Canadian Geographic ; 
cartography director.

See also the International Polar Year	
section below in òOnline Maps and 
Internet Resources.ó

Global Map of HIV/AIDS 2007: Prev-
alence, Prevention and Protection.	
5th ed. Bradford-on-Avon: Maplecroft, 
2007 (ISBN: 1905070012). 1 map: col.; 
on sheet 42 x 59 cm. Scale: not given.

Disease spread and research on treat-
ment and prevention make up a very 
large body of available publications and 
web materials. The study of epidemiol-
ogy is even one of the key generators of 
maps, atlases, and GIS resources. Some 
of the þrst thematic maps were done 
as a tool to help solve the mysteries of 
epidemics (see John Snowõs cholera 
map of London; Internet view: http://
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Display maps showing congressio-
nal districts and matters relating to 
American governance are handy for 
use in class, at polling places during 
elections, and for use when discussing 
the U.S. legislative process. This map 
offers current data and also has a web 
counterpart (see Online Maps below). It 
provides: state, county, and statistically 
equivalent boundaries as of January 
1, 2000 and includes lists of senate 
and house membership by state. Insets 
show Alaska and Hawaii and ancillary 
maps show American protectorates: 
Guam, American Samoa, Puerto Rico, 
and the U.S. Virgin Islands.

See also òOnline Maps and Internet Re-
sourcesó below for electronic versions 
of this data.

Gillespie, Raymond; Royle Stephen A.; 
Gearty, Sarah (cartographer). Belfast 
c. 1600 to c. 1900. Dublin: Royal Irish 
Academy, 2007 (ISBN: 1904890202) 
(Irish Historic Towns Atlas). 1 map: 
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other information are not provided here 
but may be available through the Land 
Management Information Center at the 
Department of Administration. Each 
þle is approximately 5.1 MB.

Data sets include: Wind speed at 30 
meters ñ Wind speed at 80 meters 
ñ Wind speed at 100 meters ñ Capac-
ity factor at 80 meters ñ Estimated 
annual energy production at 80 meters.

The accompanying booklet is an over-
view and methodology guide entitled 
Regional Wind Analysis: State Wind 
Speed Map. This work would prove 
useful to environmental engineers and 
can be used to assist modeling of simi-
lar resources in other states.

Online Maps and Internet 
Resources

The	International Polar Year, 
2007-2008

Earlier in base line I reviewed maps 
and resources relating to both the IGY 
and the 50th anniversary-inspired In-
ternational Polar Year. The year is into 
full swing now and research activities 
are streaming back on the ice ÿoes as 
all sorts of Polar projects are starting. 
The following Web sites are among key 
ones that you can use to locate data, 
images, maps, and knowledge-generat-
ing tools for your clientele.

International Polar Year
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Zurick, David; Pacheco Julsun; Shres-
tha Basanta Raj; Bajracharya Birendra. 
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MAGERT Publications
Guide to U.S. Map Resources 

3rd edition, 2006, $49.20 (40% off) (ISBN 0-8108-5268-3)
Available from: Scarecrow Press, 4501 Forbes Blvd., Suite 200, Lanham, MD 
20706.      http://www.scarecrowpress.com/

The West Indies and Florida to 1900: An Annotated Carto-Bibliography
1995, $25.00 (ISBN 0-8389-0547-1) 
Available from: Jim Coombs, Maps Library, Missouri State University, 901 S. 
National, #175, Springfield, MO 65897.

Circulars

Available from: Jim Coombs, Maps Library, Missouri State University, 901 S. 
National, #175, Springfield, MO 65897.

No. 1 Cartographic Citations: A Style Guide
1992 $10.00  ISBN 0-8389-7821-5

No. 2	Index to the Library of Congress “G” Schedule: A Map and Atlas
	 			Classification	Aid

1996 $25.00

Occasional Paper Series

Available from: Jim Coombs, Maps Library, Missouri State University, 901 S. 
National, #175, Springfield, MO 65897.

No. 1 Exploration and Mapping of the American West, Selected Essays
1986 $20.00  ISBN 0-932757-01-4

No. 2 A Guide to Historical Map Resources for Greater New York
1988 $15.00  ISBN 0-932757-02-2

No. 3 Mapping the Transmississippi West, 1540-1861: An Index to the Cartobi-
bliography	

1992 $35.00  ISBN 0-932757-03

No. 4 Exploration and Mapping of the National Parks
1993 $40.00  ISBN 0-932757-04-9
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Historical Atlas of the United StatesWith Original MapsDEREK HAYES“A quality publication at an amazing-ly low price; highly recommended.”—LIBRARY JOURNAL$395.5  hardcover 978-0-520-25036-9Historical Atlas ofCaliforniaWith Original MapsDEREK HAYESUsing nearly 500 historical maps,Hayes tells the story of California’spastfrom a unique visual perspective.$395.5 hardcover 978-0-520-25258-5
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