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FROM THE CHAIR 
Mary McInroy, University of Iowa 

MAGERT’s midwinter conference activities went off without a hitch, other 
than the overly long search for a bottle opener at the Friday night recep

tion. Approximately 30 people enjoyed the reception, and on behalf of 
MAGERT, I would like to thank our three sponsors for their financial contribu
tions to the reception: ProQuest (Digital Sanborn Maps), Gaylord Brothers, and 
the Philadelphia Print Shop. 

At the reception, the Print Shop’s Jane Mebus distrib
uted a bibliography she had put together on maps 
available at the Print Shop dealing with the “Canadian– 
U.S. Border in the East: from 1760 to 1860.” A small 
group of us were able to see those and other maps and 
prints when we took a field trip to the Print Shop on 
Monday. I’d like to personally thank Jane Mebus for 
her help in making the “local” aspects of the conference 
so enjoyable, for allowing us to visit the Philadelphia 
Print Shop after hours, and for giving us such a good 
restaurant recommendation for that same evening. 

Most meetings were well-attended, and the ones I sat in on were energetic as well 
as educational. Minutes from these various meetings and discussion groups begin 
appearing in this issue of base line and will continue in following issues. 

I’m pleased to announce that John A. Olson, the Maps/GIS Librarian at Syracuse 
University, will be a new MAGERT representative to the Cartographic Users 
Advisory Council (CUAC), beginning after the May 2003 CUAC meeting. John 
will replace Mike Furlough, Director of the Geospatial and Statistical Data Center 
at the University of Virginia. Mike, the current co-Chair of CUAC, is rotating off 
the group after three years of hard work and solid representation for MAGERT. 
Thank you, Mike. 

With 2003 midwinter barely behind us, we are finalizing plans for the 
conference in Toronto. Although the MAGERT schedule is unofficial as I 
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we once again plan to hold our reception on the Friday evening 
meetings begin in earnest. Please check base line issues for fur
on the Toronto conference. I hope to see as many of you there 
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FROM THE EDITOR 
Mark Thomas, Duke University 

Coming fast on the heels of the ALA Midwinter Meetings in Philadelphia, we 
don’t have a big issue of base line for you this month, but we hope we make 
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Canadian Customs and Revenue 
Agency: 
http://www.ccra-adrc.gc.ca/visitors/ or 
800-668-4748 

Duty-free merchandise: U.S. citizens 
who have been out of the country at 
least 48 hours are allowed to bring back 
US$400 in merchandise duty-free every 
30 days ($200 for a stay abroad of less 
than 48 hours). Cuban and Iranian 
products are prohibited, as well as 
certain foodstuffs, while U.S.
manufactured products and original 
handmade crafts and works of art are 
duty-free. Receipts may be needed. 

For specifics on U.S. Customs 
regulations, call 905-676-2606 

Taking personal property into 
Canada: To eliminate questions 
regarding where you purchased 
cameras, computers, and other such 
equipment, you should have them 
registered with U.S. Customs before 
leaving the U.S. 

U.S. and Canadian dollars: ALA 
Registration fees will be U.S. dollars 
(US$). If paying cash on-site in the 
ALA registration area in Toronto with 
US$, then US$ will be returned as 
change. If paying cash with Canadian 
dollars (CDN$), then change will be in 
CDN$. Certain conference fees will 
quoted in US$ and change given only 
in US$. Hotel rates will be quoted in 
CDN$. 

Conference mechanics: There will be 
only one Opening General Session, but 
two separate President’s Programs and 
separate governance-type meetings for 
ALA and CLA. “
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Programs and other 

events will be held jointly.” There will 
be a shuttle service, as usual, between 
conference hotels and the convention 
center. 

Playing it cool at the border: When 
Canadian Immigration asks you why 
you're coming to the country, you 
should say you're coming to attend the 
joint American Library Association / 
Canadian Librarian Association Annual 
Conference. Under no circumstances 
should you tell Immigration that you 
are entering the country to work. 

Questions?: Call ALA Conference 
Services at 800-545-2433, ext. 3277 or 
confs@ala.org 

Border Indicent: 
Thanks to Dan Seldin, of Indiana 
University, for this one: Many years 
ago the Special Libraries Association 
held a conference in Toronto. It was at 
the time of the Patty Hearst kidnaping 
at the hands of the Symbionese 
Liberation Army. One librarian (not 
Dan!) was driving across the border to 
the conference and was questioned by 
Canadian Immigration officials: 

Official – What is the purpose of your 
visit to Canada? 

Librarian – I’m attending an SLA 
meeting in Toronto. 

Official – Sir, please pull your car over 
there and step out. 

Moral: Don’t use initialisms! 

Also, this editor can attest to the fact 
that if you drive across the Canadian 
border in a 1970 Volkswagen Beetle 
with Texas plates, do expect delays! 

http://www.ccra-adrc.gc.ca/visitors/
mailto:confs@ala.org
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services. The GIS Discussion Group 
meeting at this conference will start at 
9:00 AM and not 8:30 AM. as stated in 
the program 

There was no old business. 

New business for this conference 
include MAGERT’s need for a new 
representative to Cartographic Users 
Advisory Council to replace Mike 
Furlough. Volunteers will be solicited 
at midwinter. There are some ques
tions as to what the future could be for 
the Small Map Collection Discussion 
Group. The group has been searching 
for an identity and focus. 

For the annual conference in Toronto it 
is strongly encouraged that people 
travel with a passport to expedite 
returning to the United States. There 
are plans being developed for a joint 
reception with the Association of 
Canadian Map Libraries and Archives. 

At the GODORT steering committee, it 
was announced that their membership 
is under 900. The membership seems 
to be running into demographic and 
reorganization pressures. 

The treasurer pro tem reported that he 
found the Financial Planning Seminar 
held on Friday by ALA’s Budget 
Analysis and Review Committee 
(BARC) to be very worthwhile. This 
session—geared to treasurers and 
chairs and usually offered at Midwinter 
meetings—reviews ALA’s financial 
structure and helps to explain and 
interpret the monthly financial reports 
received throughout the year by the 
round tables and divisions. 

The meeting adjourned at 9:00 AM. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Susan Moore, 
Secretary 

MAP BIBLIOGRAPHIES  
FROM STONY BROOK UNIVERSITY  

by David Y. Allen, Stony Brook University 

The libraries at Stony Brook Univer using the bibliographic database man
sity have made available on the agement program EndNote. The 

Web searchable bibliographies with bibliographies vary considerably in 
references to over 5000 maps of New format, as well as in the amount of 
York State and the Northeast. A list of information presented in individual 
the bibliographies and information on records, and in the extent to which they 
how to search them can be found at: adhere to standard cataloging conven
http://www.sunysb.edu/libmap/bibs.htm. tions. 

I have made these bibliographies To further complicate matters, the 
available with some hesitation. None software used to search and display the 
of them are in their final form. They bibliographies on the Web (Reference 
were put together over a period of years Web Poster) is considerably less than 
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Brook University. As the number of items 
listed on the New York State Map 
Pathfinder has increased to several 
hundred, the addition of a search engine 
should be welcomed by many. 

Finally, the site contains two special
ized bibliographies that might form the 
core of future cooperative projects. 
One of these is a list of maps found in 
the publications of the New York State 
Legislature (Docmaps.enl). Although it 
omits maps from the many volumes not 
available at Stony Brook University, it 
includes more than 2000 maps pub
lished in New York State legislative 
documents prior to 1940. It is hoped 
that one or more New York State 
libraries will complete the list by 
including maps in volumes missing at 

Stony Brook. These maps would be 
good candidates for state-funded 
preservation or digitization projects. 

A similar checklist includes all of the 
soil maps published prior to 1950 in 
Stony Brook’s nationwide collection of 
soil surveys (Soils.enl). Although our 
collection is by no means complete, it 
includes 1,492 maps. The maps cover
ing New England, New York, and the 
Middle Atlantic States are being dea
cidified and encapsulated as part of a 
state-funded preservation project. 
Here, too, other libraries might want to 
consider adding their holdings to the 
list and participating in grant proposals 
for cooperative preservation or digitiza
tion projects. 

WELCOME NEW MAGERT MEMBERS!  

Please note an error in the New Member listing in the last issue of base line 
(December 2002). It stated that the persons listed represented new members 

through July 2002, but actually they represented new members through September 
2002. We apologize for any confusion. Please contact the Editor or the Chair of 
the Membership Committee if you’re a new member and aren’t mentioned in this 
column, so we can check our records and correct any error. 

MAGERT wishes to extend a welcome to the following new members through 
November of 2002.  We hope their association with us and with map librarianship 
is long and fruitful, and we welcome them to become actively involved with the 
Round Table. 

Lisa Autio Barbara Eales Caroline Gilson 
West Salem, WI Oxnard, CA Terre Haute, IN 

Carol-Mae Campion Patricia Ann Duplantis Anne Murphy 
Scranton, PA Silver Spring, MD Oak Harbor, WA 

Carlos Diaz 
Olympia, WA 
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It’s probably worthwhile to acquire mapping to come. (It may be the latter, 

maps of some other countries in the since a new map of Turkey also re

region. There’s a large U.S. military cently arrived—another large, 27 x 39", 

presence in the tiny nation of Qatar, and and very attractive production with 

an invasion of Iraq would probably several informative inset maps.) At 

come through Kuwait. Geoprojects, a this time the Yemen map wasn’t listed 

British firm that specializes in maps of on the CIA web site, so no price infor

the Middle East, has been publishing mation was available, but it may be 

maps of these countries for years, and obtainable through NTIS if your library 

has recently issued updated editions. is not a depository. (GeoCenter has it 

Their double-sided map of Qatar, now listed on their web site for 29.) Oddly 

in its third edition, at 1:270K and 30.5 enough, an image of the map is avail

x 17", includes an indexed map of the able at LC’s American Memory web 

capital of Doha. Their 2002 Kuwait is site under “Map Collections: 1500-2002” 

done at a 1:500K scale, measures 36 x http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/gmdhtml/ 

35", and has an inset map of Kuwait gnrlmapPlaces02.html#bottom. 

City and index on the reverse. Both 
maps retail for $15.95 from Omni or ITMB also has a new map of Yemen, 

Map Link. just released in January. The 1:1.4M 
scale map, done in their usual style, is 
indexed, includes a glossary of Arabic 

Yemen geographic terms, and sells for $8.95. 
About the only other fairly recent and 

I’m a fan of those neat little maps obtainable maps of Yemen are a 1997 

 from the CIA that come as deposi issue from Freytag & Berndt, at 1:1.5M 

tory items, but I usually don’t give on a 27 x 38" sheet, with inset plans for 

them a second thought when we receive the Sana’a, the capital, and Aden. It’s 

a shipment. However I was intrigued available for $11.95 from MapLink. 

by a new map of Yemen, dated 10/02, And Berndston & Berndtson published 

that just arrived. It’s very different in a handy laminated map of the country 

format from the usual CIA product in in 1996. It includes maps of central 

both size and content. The large 27 x Yemen at 1:1M, the island of Soqotra 

39" sheet contains a nice 21 x 20" map 
of Yemen (with a background from 
satellite imagery); six smaller inset 
maps showing such things as “Distribu
tion of Ethno-religious Groups and Key 
Tribal Areas,” population density, 
economic activity, and land use; a Peru 

“Factoids” box; and a brief timeline of 
“Important Events from 1959 to 
Present.” Getting back to the western hemi

sphere, Peru is an interesting 
country that has been the subject of a 

It’s not clear if this is a one-shot prod number of new maps. Lima 2000 is a 

uct or an example of a new style of small local publisher that specializes in 
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 The following comes from an announcement posted to MAPS-L on September 
16, 2002, by Nick Millea of the Bodleian Library at Oxford. — ed. 

2003 
Thursday 22 May 

“E.C. Willatts and the planning maps from central government: thirty years of 
achievement in British thematic cart
Dr. Christopher Board (International

All seminars commence at 5 PM in the S
Mansfield Road, Oxford. 

For further details contact mailto:nam@
The Oxford Seminars in Cartography ar

ESRI (UK) Ltd, Oxford Cartographe
Environment, University of Oxford. 
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ography 1953-1982” 
 Cartographic Association) 

chool of Geography and the Environment, 

bodley.ox.ac.uk or 01865 287119. 
e supported by the Friends of TOSCA, 
rs, and the School of Geography and the 

A Truly Waterproof Map  

   This item was brought to our new meaning to the term ‘bathroom 
attention by Chip Woodward of the humor’.” 
Government Printing Office. — ed. 

Although at this time it’s currently on 

The “New Yorkistan” cover of the backorder, you can order one from the 
 New Yorker, from last December New Yorker’s website at 

10th, has proven so popular that it’s now http://cartoonbank.com. 

available as a shower curtain. The It’s $35.00 plus $10 for shipping and 

cover art, by Maira Kalman and Rick handling. If you’re like me and have 

Meyerowitz, is a map of New York sliding glass doors protecting your 

City showing neighborhoods labeled shower, you can instead get the 18 x 

with concocted names that either sound 22" lithographic reproduction. Framed 

vaguely similar to place names recently for $275, plus $25 s/h (“ONLY” $275 

in the news or are in some way derived declares the website), or unframed for a 

from recent hot news. Examples mere $175 (plus $10 s/h). The shower 

include Khandibar, Botoxia, Pashmina, curtain version certainly fits most 

and Turban Sprawl. (Fans of those budgets a little better, and it should 

great New Yorkers, The Three Stooges, resist coffee stains as well as those 

may be uncomfortably reminded of the plastic hiking maps do, but you’re 

names of small nations featured in going to have to break the “fold only 

some of their old film shorts.) As they 
say at the website, it “will give a whole 

once” rule to fit the 72 x 72" curtain 
into a standard map drawer. 

THE OXFORD SEMINARS IN CARTOGRAPHY  
Remaining Programme for 2002-2003  

mailto:nam@bodley.ox.ac.uk
http://cartoonbank.com
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