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Note from the Chairs 

As 1988 quickly draws to a close we'd like to extend our 
thanks to everyone for all their efforts and support. We have all 
done quite a bit of work this year and we can sit back and count 
our accomplishments. The Bylaws were (fmally) completed 
and are in place; we reorganized a few of the Committees which 
are running even better, and our Newsletter looks as though it 
is here to stay. Without the dedication and perseverance of the 
entire membership none of this would be a reality. We still have 
a way to go before we can quietly sit back and see how things 
develop on their own~but do we really want to? 

In the last issue of the Newsletter we stated that we wanted 
to focus on education as a theme for the coming year. Keeping 
in step with that we are finalizing plans for a "Discussion 
Group" 

a great year for the Task Force and we hope it has 
been 

Committee, 

4:30 - 5:30 
Em bassy Row, Lincoln Room 

Saturday, January 7 
General Membership Meeting, 2:00 - 5:30 
Ramada Renaissance, New Hampshire Ballroom 3 

Sunday, January 8 
Business Meeting, 4:30 - 6:00 
Washington Hilton, Map Room 

Monday, January 9 
Discussion Group, 2:00 - 4:00 
Gay Community Center, 1228 17th N.W., 
Rm5 

Tuesday, January 10 
Steering Committee, 2:00 - 4:00 
Washington Hilton. Bancroft Room 

Are Librarians AreALAoft A r e O r l e 0  0 . a  
R b i n g  

S t e e r i n g  
Committee Members was distributed to poll the audience on 

61 % (52 % of the men 
and 38% of the women) do not mention attendance at GLTF 
functions when discussing ALA conference events in their 



offer assistance. 
Ninety-eight percent of the respondents would offer to help 

select or catalog lesbian/gay material for their libraries and 
several of those answering mentioned that they already were in­
volved in these activities. 

Sixty-nine percent have invited their lovers to work func­
tions open to family members, but only 31 % have ever intro­
duced them as a lover, partner, or other accurate term. Several 
respondents wrote in that they referred to their lover as "friend", 
feeling that this was an accurate term. 

The overall results of the survey were positive, indicating a 
willingness on the part of lesbian and gay librarians to stand up 
for what they believe in and to assist in working towards 
furthering the positive progress of gay and lesbian issues in 
many different aspects of librarianship. While this survey did 
not ask for information such as the type of library, information 
about the geographic location, political climate, etc., of the 
participants' libraries, these factors would be interesting to 
correlate with librarians' attitudes, etc., towards being out at 
work. It would also be interesting to conduct a poll on these 
issues of gay and lesbian librarians who are not able/willing to 
attend GL 1F meetings at ALA. 

GLTF Clearinghouse 
Coordinator Conducts A 
Self-Interview 

Give us a little background on this Library Information 
Clearinghouse that the Task Force operates. What's the 

Clearinghouse for and how did it get started? 
Well, the Task Force has been getting requests for informa­

tion ever since it w583and Coordinareso 

GLTnteresting wrma­F o r c e  i n f o r m a ¨ 1 0 9  T c 2 9  0  T d  ( l  ) T j  1 0 . 0 3 6  T  1 4  9 2 3 . 6 9 1  - 1 i n a 1 8 . 0 8  3 3 7 . 9 3  T m  ( o f  ) T j  0 . 0 1 3 1 1 7 5 . 9  0 3 0  0  9 . 9  1 8 3 . 7 6  4 8 4 . 0 3 3  T m  ( o p e r a t e s .  ) T 0 3 2 . 3  T 3 0  0  9 . 9  1 8 g o o d 4 9  3 2 5 . 6 8  T c  1 . 5 5 0 8  0  T d  ( a b v e l d  ) T j  1 0 . T j  0 0 . 0 2 6 1  T c  4 . 1 0 4 w i t h 4 9  3 2 5 . 6 8 1 . 2 2 6  0  2 7 1 8 7 3  0  0  d  ( l i b r a r i a n s  ) 3 n g h o u s e 2  ( L i  1 . 7 8 5  0  T d  c h a r a c  T f s ; r m a ¨ 1 0 9 4  4 5 2  0  T d  ( l  ) T j  1 0 . 2 ) T j  0 . 4  4 1 9  0  T d  ( p n o t n 1 8 . 0 8  3 3 7 . 9 3  T m  ( o f  ) T j  0 . 0 1 3 1 1 2 7  3 . 3 4  0  9 . 9  1 8 3 . 7 6  4 8 4 . 0 3 2  T m  ( t h e  ) T j  0 . 0 5  T 8  - 2 c 3 4  0  9 . 9  1 8 s o m 0 1 2 5  T 0 . 0 1 8 8  T  1 1 . 4 5 9  0  T d  ( a n d  ) T j  0 . 0 8 1 . 2 2 6   2 . 5  T 6 9 1  - 1  0  s v e r  ) T j  0 . 0 3 2 5l  

g e o o r c e  Task2beelp.42 /s0.0234 Tc 20 0 T691 (child;r53u2t9.9 16921.4 0 TdTd (l )Tj ordTj -015)Tj5 1508 0 Td5.9 152.to9.22 Tc 0.  0 T690m (and )Tcreat0.0188 Td (Tas394Force ) /T1_2 1 Tf 0.0152 Tc 14 0 0 14 45.016 421.45 1116921is GLTc  0 T0 T 9.9 152.bones" 14 0 0 14 45.016 421nteresghousearinghouse 

 4 . 3  ( a b v e l d  ) n f i c l  0 8 h e  of 



cation. Our various directories are relatively popular also, as is 
Hugh Wilburn's checklist of famous gays, lesbians, and bi­
sexuals. Also asked for more often than some of the other things 
is David Streeter's preliminary checklist of gay/lesbianmys­
tery novels. 

Have you been in touch with other organizations oper­
ated by gays and lesbians who are also in the business of 

collecting or distributing information? 
I have. Although I think that quickly processing the individ­

ual information requests we get is probably the most important 
of the Coordinator's duties, networking with other groups is 
certainly one of the most interesting ones. I checked my Clear­
inghouse files recently and found thatI receive or mail out a let­
ter to some individual or organization on the average of once 
every other business day. And there are lots of phone calls, too. 
Fortunately, now there's a little more time to devote to net­
working (and to following up on leads on new Clearinghouse 
items) than there was when we were just getting the Clearing­
house set up. The rate of my outgoing correspondence in 1988 
(not including the publication orders processed) is already 
double 
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the modem Gay rights movement 
In March, Scherker requested access to all police docu­

ments relating to the incident, as well as the fIles the department 
kept on various Gay organizations through 1973. The police 
denied the request in May, saying that the release of the 
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insemination. If this is the route chosen and the donor is known, 
it is highly recommended that a contract for custody, financial 
considerations, etc. be laid out prior to conception. This 
protects all parties concerned. 

As far as technique is concerned, here are a few pointers. 
The semen must be put into a glass container, absolutely no 
metal. The semen must be used within two hours. It's 
important that only a small amount of semen be used (1/4 mi. 
or less). A syringe, straw in an applicator, test tube can be used 
to "get the ball rolling." Beware: it seems the biggest complaint 
by lesbians is the smell of the semen, so prepare those nasal tis­
sues. 

Duringmyresearch,l found one book to be very informative: 
Having Your Baby by Donor Insemination: A Complete Re­
source Guide by Elizabeth Noble (Houghton Mifflin, 1987) 
[OCLC control no. 15860426]. While there are several 
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Do You Know About NetGALA? 

NetGALA: 





0 ___ _ (] 

In our relationship, I make 
o most decisions 
(] about half of the decisions 
o few decisions 

I spend the most leisure time with: 
o myself alone 
o my partner 
o my partner & others together 
o people other than my partner 

I want 

o more time together 
o less time together 
o neither more nor less 

My yearly 
income is: 
o $8,000 or below 
o $8,001 - 15,000 
o $15,001 - 25,000 
o $25,001 - 40,000 
0$40,001 - 65,000 
o above $65,000 

Our income is: 
[] entirely shared 
[] partly shared 
(] not shared 

My employer of­
fers my partner: 
[] health coverage 
[] other benefits 

My partner has 
asked for: 
[J 
[J 
[J 

My partner's 
income is: 
[J 
[] 
[J 
[J 
[] 
[J 

My partner's em­
ployer offers me: 
[J 
[J 

We have experienced discrimination against same-sex couples in: 
(] employment [J taxes 
[] employment benefits [] housing 
[] foster care [] adoption 
(] membership [] insurance 
(] credit/banking [] hotels 
[] hospital visitation (] None 
[J ______ _ 

I live in: 
(] an urban gay 

neighborhood 
[] an urban area 
[] a suburban area 
[] a rural area 

My partner is: 
[] 

[] 
[] 
[] 



In the past year, we 



This past year 
outside the relation­
ship, I have practiced: 
o safe sex 
[] possibly safe sex 
[] no sex 

My partner has 
practiced: 

[] 
[] 
[] 
[] don't know 

The two greatest challenges in our relationship have to do with: 
[] communication [] sex 
[] money [] relatives 
[] co-workers [] health 
[] neighbors 0 career 0 ________________ __ 

Our relationship has suffered from: 
[] verbal abuse by partner 
o physical abuse by partner 
[] substance abuse by partner 
[] verbal abuse by me 
[] physical abuse by me 
[] substance abuse by me 

We have __ {#) big arguments and __ (#) small arguments a month 

I/we have sought re- Were they 
lationship help from:helpful? 
[] counselors [] yes [] no 
[] clergy [] yes [] no 
[] friends [] yes [] no 
[] relatives [] yes [J no 

I most often identify My partner 
my partner as: calls me: 
o spouse [] 
[] partner/life partner [] 
[] lover [] 
[] mate/life mate [] 
[] [] 

We have executed: 
[] wills 

We plan to execute: 

[] powers of attorney 
[] partnership or living 

together agreement 

[]-------

[] 
[] 
[] 

[] 

We are committed to be together: 
[] [] or living or [] 



We have ritualized our relationship: 
o with a ceremony 
[] by wearing rings/other symbols 
0 ______________ _ 

I would rate the quality of our relationship, from 1 (highest) to 7 (lowest), as:_ 

Here's how I would rate the support these people give our relationship, from 1 (strong support) to 7 (hostility). (Use 
UN" if they don't know about the relationship.) 

~ayfriends 
_church 
_mother 
_father 
_boss 

_other friends 
~aychurch 

~ay siblings 
_other relatives 
_other co-workers 

_lesbian/gay couples group 
_other gay organizations 

First 3 numbers of my zip code:_ 

My partner 0 is o is not submitting a completed copy of this survey. 

Please write here: 
a) books or resources that have best supported your relationship; 
b) hints you would offer to others for making a successful relationship; 
c) political or social victories you have experienced as a gay couple 
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