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The Changing Role of Shanghai Library
By Weiping Zhang

Shanghai Library is the second
largest public library in the People’s

Republic of China. The library has been
serving the residents in the city of
Shanghai since 1952. With increased
collection, high demands for library
services, and a rapid changing pace of
the city, a new Shanghai Library was
built in May 1997. The new library
displays a magnificent architecture
piece, a rich collection, and high
networking technology.  It also
represents a new model for public
libraries in China.

I paid many visits to Shanghai Library
in recent years, conducted  my research
on Chinese business information,
and talked to librarians there. As a
Shanghai native, I had visited the “old”
Shanghai Library many times before.  I
was truly impressed by the new library:
the role of the library has been shifted
from a huge collection storage house
to a major information service center.

             An  Educational Center
Fully equipped with modern
technology, Shanghai Library’s
Teaching and Training Center is a
state-of-the-art facility where classes,
seminars, workshops and lecturers
are offered to the public. These
instructional programs cover a variety
of topics interested to the public:
education, art, health, environmental
protection, computer technology,
economic development, and
international affairs. The Library

designates a display area where the
manuscripts of the Chinese cultural
celebrities can be viewed and
appreciated by the public. Every year,
Shanghai Library holds various
exhibitions and sponsors many
cultural events. “Paintings from
Macau,” “Calligraphy of Chinese-
Americans,” “Arts & Crafts of Shang-
hai Middle School Students,” “Shang-
hai under Candid Camera-Photo
Collections,” “Award-winning Works
of the National Computer Graphics
Competition,” “The New Cycle of
Chinese Economic Development,” and
“Current Relations among Major
Countries” were just a few of the events

held between 1999 and 2000. These
activities may sound common in public
libraries of developed countries, but
they are indeed new undertakings
carried out by a Chinese public library.

             An Information Provider
In October 1995, Shanghai Library and
the Shanghai Information Institute were
merged.  Shanghai Library is actively
engaged in providing business
communities with much needed
information and services, including
conducting market surveys, collecting
and analyzing business information,
offering legal advice for patent,
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      The newly built Shanghai Library
(Photo: Weiping Zhang, February 2000)
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News and Announcements

Testing on the new ALA International Participation Form
will begin in March.  This website and database, which

will be unveiled at Annual Conference if all goes well,
will provide an opportunity for ALA members and others
to input information on their international activities.  We
hope that this will help capture the variety of
international library activities that are going on and provide
contacts for  those looking for country or regional information.

The office is beginning to gear up for the Annual Conference,
but we are a bit short-handed right now since Alisha
White left the IRO at the end of January to teach English
in Spain.  Tis the budget season at ALA and we are hoping
to get some additional funding to hire a library student
working part-time to help out with the website and
respond to requests for information.

For those of you wishing to serve as mentors to
international librarians at the ALA Annual Conference in
San Francisco,  please send an email to intl@ala.org

The office is also working on preparing for the
“Strengthening Library Associations in The South Caucasus:
A Regional Workshop” which will be held in Tbilisi, Georgia,
May 5-8, 2001.  Part of the outcomes of the workshop will be
a bilingual website of materials in English and Russian
that can be utilized by libraries throughout the region.

The office is assisting in helping to translate “Read” and “@
your library” for use in graphic materials and in the new ALA
public awareness campaign.  I want to thank all of the “expert”
librarians who have helped in the translations. (Michael
Dowling is Director of ALA International Relations Office)

Date and Time changes of International Papers Session at
ALA Annual --- This years International Papers session
“Libraries in Society: Essential Links to Knowledge” will be
held from 2:00  to 5:30 p.m. on Saturday, June 16, 2001. The
preliminary announcement in American Libraries lists it on
Monday morning, June 18. Please find time in your schedule
to drop by to hear some remarkable presentations from
colleagues around the world. The location for the program
will be listed in the June issue of International Leads.

ALA-ZIBF Deadline --- The deadline for the ALA - Zimbabwe
Book Fair Free Pass Program is April 15 2001.  If you are
interested in the program which provides three free
nights  (five star hotel) or five free nights (three star
hotel) plus free registration and a $200 travel stipend.
Information and application forms can be found at
http://www.ala.org/work/international

Theme Issue in 2002 ---  Public Libraries, a professional
library journal focusing on public libraries, is planning on a
theme issue of January / February 2002  and looking for
submissions within the next few months on  articles about
public libraries in foreign  countries that contain ideas
that American librarians could benefit from. Other aspects
of international librarianship (articles about libraries that
serve multiple countries, returned Peace Corps volunteer
librarians, etc.) are also welcome. Author Instructions are
available at the PLA web site at http:// www.pla.org

New Fulbright program --- The Fulbright Senior Specialist
Award program, a new start-up program to send librarians/

scholars to international posts has been created by the
Council for International Exchange of Scholars. Awardees
will be posted for two to four weeks, not six to twelve  months,
making the commitment more manageable at one’s institution
and home. Those librarians interested in participating in this
short-term international consultation program may contact
Martha McPhail for additional information at
mmcphail@mail.sdsu.edu or by phone at (619)594 - 6736.

NIT 2001 --- The 12th International Conference on New
Information Technology will be held on May 29 – 31, 2001, in
Beijing, China, in celebration of the 90th Anniversary of
Tsinghua University. Dr. Ching-chih Chen, Professor of
Graduate School of Library and Information Science at
Simmons College, is chief organizer of the conference. Sample
topics of the conference include national information
infrastructure and policies, digital libraries and systems,
multiformat and multilingual problems and issues, distributed
digital library development in the world, intellectual property
and right protection, etc. More information on the conference
is available at http://www.simmons.edu/~chen/nit/
nit2001.html or http://www.lib.tsinghus.edu.cn/NIT/

NCAPAL --- The firs inf.08  Tfrt-2002erence  Tc -0The TD /Finghioian Pacific
American Librarians will be held on June 13 – 15, 2001
at Grand Hyatt on Union Square in San Francisco.  The theme








