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future	organizational	changes.	With	the	organizational	changes,	a	more	
in-depth	policy	for	virtual	GODORT	meetings	will	be	developed.	Also	
discussed	was	the	transition	between	the	incoming	and	outgoing	Bylaws	
chairs.	
	
Respectfully	submitted,	
Gretchen	Gould	
________________________________________________________________________
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HIL	-		Sutter	Room	
8:30	–	10:00	am	
	
Government	Information	for	Children	met	27	June	and	discussed	the	following:	
A.	Expansion	of	the	Constitution	Day	Poster	Contest	

http://www.constitutionfacts.com/constitution-poster-design-contest/	to	include	land	
grant	colleges	and	state	library	agencies	as	key	2015	population	targets.	

B.	Continuation	and	integration	of	2015	Emerging	Leaders	Government	Information	for	
Children	(GIC)	Clearinghouse	http://govdocs4kids.weebly.com/	into	the	GIC	
Clearinghouse	LibGuides	platform,	hosted	by	the	University	of	Central	Florida	-	
http://guides.ucf.edu/gic	.	

C.	National	History	Day	connection	with	John	Shuler’s	Virtual	Reference	Desk	-	
http://fcw.com/articles/2005/04/04/virtual-reference-
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Coalition	Brainstorming	meeting	–	10	minutes	
Planning	to	hold	a	brainstorming	meeting.	How	to	pull	together	diverse	voices	
(particularly	within	ALA)?	The	thought	is	something	like	the	Copyright	alliance.	
How	can	we	coordinate	better	within	ALA?	
	
The	thought	is	to	pick	up	the	competencies	thread,	building	on	GPO’s	training	work.	
This	would	bring	in	GODORT,	RUSA,	PLA,	ACRL,	ALCTS.	
	
Reactions?	
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Cindy	Etkin	on	FIPnet:	What	is	FIPnet	and	how	does	it	relate	to	the	FDLP?	
(www.gpo.gov/PreserveFedInfo)	
	
David	Wall:	permanent	public	access	doesn’t	happen	without	preservation,	and	
preservation	needs	to	happen	in	collaboration.	Map	the	landscape	to	build	a	
patchwork	quilt	of	preservation		
	
FIPnet	is	a	strategic	initiative.	GPO	is	in	the	outreach	phase.	
	
Web	harvesting	is	a	top	priority.	
	
NTIS	–	10	minutes	
Pending	legislation	that	would	cause	harm	to	NTIS.	Those	forces	are	quiet.	Dept	of	
Commerce	has	done	an	internal	assessment	and	review	that	isn’t	public.	NIST,	NTIS’	
managing	unit	within	Commerce.	The	hope	is	for	the	negative	buzz	to	just	stay	quiet.	
	
Discuss	any	current	resolutions	
Anything	happening	on	this	front?	
	
James	brought	forward	a	draft	ALA	resolution	on	fugitive	government	publications.	
The	resolution	was	tabled	and	sent	back	to	LegComm	for	more	discussion.	
	
Respectfully	submitted,	
Bernadine	Abbott	Hoduski,	Chair	
James	Jacobs,	Recorder	
	
	
Legislative	Committee	Meeting	II	
Sun.,	Jun.	28,	2015	
MAR	–	Pacific	Suite	C	
1:00	–	2:00	pm	
	
Attendees:	Bernadine	Abbott	Hoduski	
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• Discussed	the	idea	to	have	a	goals	statement	at	the	bottom	of	each	so	that	the	
papers	are	not	simply	problem	statements,	but	statements	on	goals	and	
ideals	surrounding	each	of	these	issues.	
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There	were	no	action	items	from	liaisons	to	FDTF,	IDTF,	and	SLDTF.	
	
DttP:	Elizabeth	has	recruited	several	new	columnists,	and	their	columns	will	
probably	start	appearing	in	2016.	GODORT	members	will	soon	have	access	to	DttP	
through	ALA	Connect	as	soon	as	the	electronic	issues	are	available.	
	
Vicki	asked	about	sending	DttP	issues	to	the	ALA	archives.	Elizabeth	will	contact	
Tim	at	ALA	publishing	to	see	if	current	issues	are	being	sent.	Karen	will	check	with	
the	archives.	
	
Elizabeth	will	pursue	opening	up	DttP	issues	in	HathiTrust.	She	has	verified	that	this	
can	be	an	editor's	decision	but	wanted	to	check	with	the	committee.	The	committee	
approved.	
	
Indexing	of	DttP:	DttP	is	indexed	by	Wilson,	but	hasn't	been	indexed	in	the	past	year.		
Elizabeth	will	investigate	further	to	find	reasons	for	the	delay.	
	
Old	business:	
The	committee	approved	changes	to	the	PPM.	The	new	language	updates	the	PPM	
with	the	new	committee	leadership	structure	(Chair-elect,	Chair,	and	Immediate	
Past	Chair).	These	changes	will	be	sent	to	the	Bylaws	committee.	
	
There	was	also	discussion	about	how	to	recruit	submissions	for	the	Occasional	
Papers	-	we've	had	several	inquiries,	but	those	haven't	resulted	in	submissions.	This	
turned	into	a	broader	discussion	about	recruiting	for	publications,	and	included	
some	distinctions	between	DttP	articles	and	Occasional	Papers.	
	
Respectfully	submitted,		
Marianne	Ryan,	Chair	
Valerie	Glenn,	Recorder	
	
	
	
Rare	and	Endangered	Government	Publications	
Sat.,	June	27,	2015	
HIL	–	Sutter	Room)	
10:30-11:30	am	
	
The	Rare	&	Endangered	Government	Publications	committee	(REGP)	hosted	a	discussion	
focused	on	the	newly-formed	Federal	Information	Preservation	Network	(FIPnet),	which	is	
a	component	of	the	Government	Publishing	Office’s	National	Plan	for	Access	to	U.S.	
Government	Information.	Cindy	Etkin	(GPO)	and	Robbie	Sittel	(University	of	North	Texas	
Libraries)	provided	an	overview	of	FIPnet,	which	was	followed	by	a	lively	question-and-
answer	session.	
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REGP	will	hold	a	virtual	business	meeting	on	Tuesday,	July	7th.	Details	are	available	on	ALA	
Connect.	
	
Respectfully	submitted,	
Shari	Laster,	Chair	
	
	
Federal	Documents	Task	Force	
Sun.,	June	28,	2015	
MCC,	200-212	(S)	
8:30	–	10:00	am	
	
Agenda	acceptance	moved	by	Mary	Prophet,	
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• FipNet	(Federal	Information	Preservation	Network)	
o Supports	permanent	public	access	to	government	info	
o 
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focuses	on	preservation	of	government	information	and	documents.	Church	urged	
participation	in	the	GPS.	
	
Maritina	Paniagua,	Outreach	and	Professional		Development,	Dag	Hammarskjöld	Library,	
gave	an	overview	of	the	framework	of	the	new	program	for	UN	depositories.	The	mission	is	
to	ensure	local	access	to	UN	information,	documents	and	knowledge	with	the	following	
goals:	

• 
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indicators.	Those	should	be	out	in	the	fall.	There	is	a	delay	effecting	Government	Finance	
Statistics.		IMF	Data	went	free(!)	in	January.	A	new	platform	will	be	released	before	the	end	
of	2015.	A	forthcoming	title	"Collapse	and	Revival",	the	
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The	group	selected	three	goals	to	focus	on	in	our	brainstorming	session:	
• Promote	and	speak	for	the	interests	of	documents	librarianship	relating	to	state,	

regional	and	local	information.	Improve	bibliographic	control	for	these	resources	
• Identify,	explore,	foster	communication	and	act	on	problems	and	issues	facing	

librarians	and	state/local	depositories,	including	interstate	and	
intergovernmental	agencies	

• Sponsor	and	encourage	opportunities	for	state	and	local	documents	librarians	to	
update	existing	competencies,	learn	requisite	new	skills,	and	gain	awareness	of	
the	state	of	the	art,	based	on	member	needs	assessment	

A	list	of	the	action	items	proposed	in	the	brainstorming	session	will	be	posted	on	the	
SLDTF	wiki	for	review	and	then	all	members	will	be	invited	to	vote	on	which	5	
projects/tasks	to	pursue	in	the	next	five	years.	
(http://wikis.ala.org/godort/index.php/State_%26_Local_Documents	

	
Respectfully	submitted,	
Samantha	Hager,	Coordinator	
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Statistical	Sources	on	the	Web	Guide	Working	Group	Report	

	
A	working	group	was	formed	in	fall	2014.		Its	mandate	was	to	explore	the	feasibility	
of	DIG,	GODORT	and/or	LPSS	to	adopt,	update	and	maintain	Grace	York’s	Statistical	
Sources	on	the	Web	Guide.	
Approaches	
The	working	group	discussed	a	variety	of	approaches	that	meet	and	expand	the	
original	mandate	and	are	not	seen	as	being	mutually	exclusive:	
Utilization	of	a	database	for	Statistical	Sources	on	the	Web	Guide	content	
The	working	group	identified	two	similar	resources	that	are	similar	to	the	Web	
Guide,	but	focus	on	international	statistics—the	Norwegian	Social	Science	Data	
Center’s	MacroDataGuide	and	the	University	of	Auckland	Library’s	OFFSTATS.		We	
also	selected	the	ACRL	Instruction	Section’s	Peer	Reviewed	Instructional	Materials	
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Custom	Search	Engine	
Google	provides	a	custom	search	engine	tool	to	easily	create	a	searchable	index	and	
search	engine	of	specified	websites—additional	JavaScript	snippets	of	code	are	also	
available	to	embed	the	search	engine	into	other	sites.	The	custom	search	engine	is	
configured	to	limit	the	scope	of	a	search	to	a	particular	set	of	websites	that	can	be	
curated	to	represent	a	specific	topic.	
A	group	of	librarians	could	build	a	list	of	websites	and	domains	inspired	by	Grace	
York’s	work,	and	create	a	custom	search	engine	for	these	sites.		Alternately,	a	
custom	search	engine	could	include	LibGuides	and	other	web	finding	aids	in	order	
to	take	advantage	of	the	descriptions	already	developed	and	maintained	by	
librarians.	For	examples	of	custom	search	engines,	please	see	GODORT’s	IGO/NGO	
custom	search	engines.	
Topical	LibGuides	to	Data	and	Statistical	Sources	
An	efficient	way	to	provide	curated	and	updated	access	to	government	information	
on	the	web	is	through	existing	library	guides,	many	of	which	are	housed	on	the	
LibGuides	platform.	While	the	quality	and	currency	of	individual	guides	can	vary	
widely	based	on	the	workload	and	dedication	of	individual	librarians,	there	are	
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Carnegie-Whitney	Grant	–	Grants	up	to	$5,000	are	awarded	annually	“for	the	
preparation	of	popular	or	scholarly	reading	lists,	webliographies,	indexes	and	other	
guides	to	library	resources	that	will	be	useful	to	users	of	all	types	of	libraries	in	the	
United	States.”		Deadline	for	grant	proposal	is	typically	November.	
NewsBank/Readex/GODORT/ALA	Catharine	J.	Reynolds	Research	Grant	Award	–	
Grants	up	to	$2,000	are	awarded	annually	to	documents	librarians	to	“support	
research	in	all	areas	of	government	information,	U.S.,	foreign,	international,	state,	
regional,	or	local.	The	grant	can	be	used	to	finance	research	costs,	such	as	computer	
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maintain	the	Web	Guide	database,	the	section	on	the	GODORT	
LibGuide	and	develop	outreach	efforts,	such	as	publicizing	important	
additions	to	the	database	and	highlighting	exceptional	data	and	
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GODORT	Ad	Hoc	Committee	on	Reorganization	
Preliminary	Report	for	ALA	Annual	Conference	2015	

CHARGES:	
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final	report	with	recommendations	and	a	draft	implementation	plan	at	
Midwinter	2016.	

OUTCOMES:	
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§ From	an	informal	comparison	between	GODORT	and	other	Round	Tables,	it	
appears	that	GODORT	averages	twice	the	number	of	elected	positions	as	the	
other	Round	Tables.	

SURVEY:	
See	Appendix	II	for	Survey	Instrument.			
SURVEY	RESULTS:	
The	results	were	calculated	by	the	Qualtrics	software	and	put	into	Excel	
spreadsheets	by	Valerie	Glenn.		See	Appendices	III	and	IV	
PRELIMINARY	REPORT	SECTION	I:		SELECTED	SURVEY	INTERPRETATIONS	
AND	RECOMMENDATIONS:	
(The	committee	will	produce	two	reports.		A	preliminary	report	with	
recommendations	for	continuation	of	the	current	structure	or	alternative	
structure(s)	to	be	considered	by	GODORT	membership	at	Annual	2015.)				
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28/208	responses.		Without	comparable	data	from	other	ALA	Roundtables,	it	is	not	
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Appendix	I:		History	of	GODORT	Organization	and	Past	Proposals	to	
Restructure	

A	very	brief	overview	of	GODORT	organizational	history	based	on	
http://www.ala.org/godort/sites/ala.org.godort/files/content/godortcommittees/
godortpublications/GODORT_history_final.pdf	and	personal	(Barbie	Selby)	
knowledge:	

§ 1972	--	GODORT	was	officially	formed.			Its	genesis	was	somewhat	
controversial:	

§ “In	response	to	this	interest,	[Margaret]	Lane,	then	chair	of	the	
Public	Documents	Committee,	arranged	a	“non-program”	for	
the	1970	annual	meeting	of	the	Committee.	She	invited	eighty-
five	documents	librarians,	including	thirty-six	regional	
librarians,	to	come	to	this	meeting	and	group	themselves	for	
free-
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and	Training,	Information	Access,	Information	Policy	and	
Government	Relations,	and	Reference	Services	and	
Technology),	and	four	special	standing	committees	(Awards,	
Bylaws,	Membership	and	Nominations).	Following	discussion	
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APPENDIX	II:	Survey	Instrument	(note	that	this	is	formatted	in	Word	and	may	
have	been	slightly	revised	in	order	to	work	with	the	Qualtrics	software	before	

sending	out).	
	

PROPOSED	SURVEY	QUESTIONS	FOR	REORG	AD	HOC	COMMITTEE	(rev.	3	SGB	
4/24/15)	

1) Are	you	a	member	of	ALA?	
2) Are	you,	or	have	you	ever	been,	a	member	of	GODORT?	

	 Yes	______	
	 NO	______	

	
3) If	your	answer	to	#2	was	“yes,”	how	long	have	you	been	(were	you)	a	

member	of	GODORT?	
a.	<	5	years	
b.	5-10	years	
c.	10-20	years	
d.	>	20	years	
	

4) What	type	of	organization	do	you	work	in?	
a.	Academic	(ARL)	
b.	Academic	(Masters/Comprehensive)	
c.	Academic	(4	year	liberal	arts)	
d.	Academic	(Community/Technical/Junior	College)	
e.	Public	Library	
f.	Federal	Agency	
g.	State	Agency	
h.	Law	Library	
i.	Other	

	
5) If	you	work	in	an	academic	library,	is	your	position	tenure-track	or	

professional	with	the	possibility	of	promotion?	
	
	 Yes	______	
	 NO	______	
	

6) If	your	answer	to	#5	was	“yes,”	rank	the	importance	of	the	following	
requirements,	with	1	being	the	least	important	and	4	being	the	most:	

	 	 	 	 	 Not	Important	 	 	 	
Very	Important	
	 	 	 	 	 	 1	 2	 3	 4
	 5	

a. General	Publishing	
b. Peer	Reviewed	Publishing	 	 	 	 	 	
c. 
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d. Participation	in	work	groups/taskforces	with	published	results	
e. Elected	Leadership	positions	
f. Appointed	Leadership	positions	
g. Presentations	at	conferences	and	other	professional	gatherings	

	
7)		Do	any	of	the	following	collections	fall	under	your	supervision?	

a.	U.S.	Federal	government	information	
b.	State	and	or	local	government	information	
c.	International	governmental	information	(IGOs)	
d.	Foreign	government	information	
e.	Maps		
f.	GIS	
g.	Data	
h.	Microforms	
i.	Newspapers/Journals	
j.	Other_____________________________________	

	
8) What	duties	do	you	have	within	your	organization	(mark	as	many	as	apply)?	

a.	General	reference	
b.	Library	instruction	
c.	Acquisitions	
d.	Cataloging	
e.	Digitization	
f.	Preservation	
g.	Supervision	of	professional	staff	
h.	Supervision	of	paraprofessional	staff	
i.	Supervision	of	student	assistants,	interns,	or	volunteers	
j.	Administration	
k.	Subject	liaison	
l.	Archives/Special	Collections	
m.	Other		_________________________________	

	
9)		Have	you	ever	run	for	an	office	in	GODORT?
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k.	Nominating	Committee	member	
l.	Other	____________________________	
	

	
11)	Have	you	ever	been	appointed	to	a	position	in	GODORT?	
	 Yes	______	
	 NO	______	
12)	If	so,	which	one(s)?	

a. Cataloging	Committee	
b. Conference	Committee	
c. Development	Committee	
d. Education	Committee	
e. Government	Information	for	Children	Committee	
f.
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c.	Needs	more	committees?	
	

16)		GODORT	has	“internal”	liaisons	from	the	three	taskforces	to	GODORT	
committees.		Have	you	ever	served	as	a	taskforce	liaison	to	a	GODORT	
committee?	
	
17)		What	is	your	opinion	of	the	“internal”	liaison	model?	
	 Useful	____________	
	 Not	Useful	_________	
	
18)		How	frequently	have	you	participated	in	virtual	meetings	or	interactive	
training	sessions	for	any	organization	during	the	past	2	years?	

a.	At	least	1	per	month	
b.	At	least	1	per	quarter	
c.	At	least	1	per	year	
d.	Rarely	or	never	

	
19)		What	technology	do	you	have	available	in	your	typical	work	
environment	to	participate	in	virtual	meetings?	(check	all	that	apply)		

a.	Headphones		
b.	Microphone		
c.	Webcam		
d.	Landline	telephone		
e.	Mobile	phone	or	smartphone		
f.	Other	_______________________________________________	

	
20)		Which	of	the	following	ALA	conferences	do	you	usually	(i.e.,	all	else	
being	equal)	plan	to	attend?	

a.	Annual	
b.	Midwinter	
c.	Both	
d.	Neither	
e.	Other	______________________________________________	

	
21)		Which	of	the	following	factors	most	strongly	affect	your	decision	of	
whether	or	not	to	attend	ALA	conferences?	(select	all	that	apply)		

a.	Cost	and/or	funding	available	from	supporting	organization		
b.	Ability	to	travel	(e.g.,	health	or	family	reasons)		
c.	Ability	to	get	away	from	the	office	(e.g.,	short	staffed	or	travel	

approval	process)		
d.	Opportunity	to	participate	in	committee	meetings		
e.	Opportunity	to	participate	in	training	sessions	and	workshops		
f.	Opportunity	to	participate	in	organizational	governance	(i.e.,	ALA	or	

a	subunit)		
g.	Opportunity	to	network	with	other	professionals		
h.	Location	of	conference		



	 30	

i.	Other	__________________________________________________	
	
22)		Would	you	participate	in	virtual	GODORT	meetings	if	they	were	offered?	

a.	During	Midwinter	
b.	During	Annual	
c.	During	Midwinter	and	Annual	
d.	None	of	the	above	
e.	Not	sure	

	
23)		If	GODORT	has	more	virtual	committee	participation	options,	how	would	
this	affect	your	interest	in	serving	on	a	committee?	

a.	More	likely	to	serve	
b.	Less	likely	to	serve	
c.	This	would	not	change	my	current	interest	in	committee	service	

	
24)		If	GODORT	has	more	virtual	committee	participation	options,	how	would	
this	affect	your	interest	in	attending	Midwinter?		

a.	More	likely	to	attend	
b.	Less	likely	to	attend	
c.	This	would	not	change	my	current	interest	in	attending	Midwinter	
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APPENDIX	III
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positions	
4	 Participat

e	in	work	
groups	or	
task	
forces	

0	 2	 26	 54	 27	 2	 11
1	

4.0
1	
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nse	
	
	
7.		What	duties	are	you	
responsible	for	within	your	
organization?	(Select	all	that	
apply.)	

Answer	 Bar	 Respons
e	

%	

1	 General	Reference	 0.6066350
7	

128	 61
%	

2	 Library	Instruction	 0.5497630
3	

116	 55
%	

3	 Subject	Liaison	 0.4407582
9	

93	 44
%	

4	 Acquisitions	 0.2890995
3	

61	 29
%	

5	 Cataloging	and/or	
Metadata	

0.2559241
7	

54	 26
%	

6	 Collection	Management	 0.5876777
3	

124	 59
%	

7	 Digitization	 0.1090047
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emerging	technologies	 	 	 	 	
Electronic	Resources	 	 	 	 	
data	services	 	 	 	 	
Retired,	but	collection	
management,	G.R.,	G.I.	and	subject	
liaison	

	 	 	 	

Circulation	 	 	 	 	
unofficially	I	link	to	.gov	sites		 	 	 	 	
web	archiving,	digital	collection	
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2	 GODORT	Secretary	 0.1666666
7	

9	 17
%	

3	 GODORT	
Treasurer	

0	 0	 0%	

4	
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Statistic	 Value	 	 	 	
Min	Value	 1	 	 	 	
Max	Value	 2	 	 	 	
Mean	 1.62	 	 	 	
Variance	 0.24	 	 	 	
Standard	Deviation	 0.49	 	 	 	
Total	Responses	 211	 	 	 	
	
12.		Which	position(s)	have	you	
been	appointed	to?	(Select	all	
that	apply.)	

Answer	 Bar	 Respons
e	

%	

1	 Cataloging	
Committee	

0.2025316
5	

16	 20
%	

2	 Conference	
Committee	

0.1772151
9	

14	 18
%	

3	 Development	
Committee	

0.0506329
1	

4	 5%	

4	 Education	
Committee	

0.3670886
1	

29	 37
%	

5	 Government	
Information	for	
Children	
Committee	

0.0253164
6	

2	 3%	

6	 Legislation	
Committee	

0.2911392
4	

23	 29
%	

7	 Membership	
Committee	

0.2151898
7	

17	 22
%	

8	 Program	
Committee	

0.1772151
9	

14	 18
%	

9	 Publications	
Committee	

0.1772151
9	

14	 18
%	

MeR o sr	 C se	 m sr	Re&ro sr	ReEo sr	no se	 rosa	
r sr	no s
s C sr	eo sr	 C se	 m sr	 rosa		 ;9;H P; 5 q udC– u u udC– CLvdul CvgdmCuX" B; –Nuouv ;X –N u u –N u u ;" E;;L o ;% x sGo	 C sv	 m se	 m sr	 – sn	
C sm	 r– se	 m sn	 C st	 L s		 Q ;H P; 5 q udC– u u udC– CLvdul –CCNovoX" B; uduuLo ;X –N u u –N u u ;" E;;L o ;% x sPr	l	 N si	 N sc	 m sa	 o st	
– –
ons	Committee0.1778
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gitco;	parliamentarian;	several	
ad	hoc	committees	

	 	 	 	

Fed	Docs	Task	Force	 	 	 	 	
GITCO	 	 	 	 	
webmaster	 	 	 	 	
dttp	advertising	manager	 	 	 	 	
GITCO	 	 	 	 	
Notable	Documents	 	 	 	 	
small	temporary	task	forces	 	 	 	 	
At	the	time,	Membership	did	
Conference	also	

	 	 	 	

godort	reorg	 	 	 	 	
GITCO	 	 	 	 	
Statistic	 Value	 	 	 	
Min	Value	 1	 	 	 	
Max	Value	 11	 	 	 	
Total	Responses	 79	 	 	 	
	
13.		Have	you	been	asked	to	run	for	a	
GODORT	office	or	accept	a	committee	
appointment	in	the	past	two	years	and	
been	unable	to	do	so?	

Answer	 Bar	 Respons
e	

%	

1	 Yes	 0.1346153
8	

28	 13%	

2	 No	 0.8653846
2	

180	 87%	

	 Total	 	 208	 100
%	

Statistic	 Value	 	 	 	
Min	Value	 1	 	 	 	
Max	Value	 2	 	 	 	
Mean	 1.87	 	 	 	
Variance	 0.12	 	 	 	
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Statistic	 Value	 	 	 	
Min	Value	 1	 	 	 	
Max	Value	 3	 	 	 	
Mean	 1.47	 	 	 	
Variance	 0.31	 	 	 	
Standard	Deviation	 0.55	
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sessions	for	any	organization	during	the	
past	2	years?	
1	 At	least	

1	per	
month	

0.28125	 54	 28%	

2	
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opportunity	to	present	 	 	 	 	
We	focus	on	several	law	
library	organizations		

	 	 	 	

Requirement	to	participate	
in	committee	meetings	

	 	 	 	

Midwinter	timing	is	terrible	
in	relation	to	campus	
schedule	

	 	 	 	

Our	major	association	is	
AALL	

	 	 	 	

Low	travel	ROI	for	me.		Besides	the	small	GODORT,	maps,	and	GIS	pieces,	I	would	have	
very	little	benefit	by	attending.		I	give	and	receive	much	more	at	local	GIS	events.	
Climatic	conditions	of	conference	site	-	won't	go	at	hot	
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the	above	 3	
5	 Not	sure	 0.3193717

3	
61	 32%	

	 Total	 	 191	 100
%	

Statistic	 Value	 	 	 	
Min	Value	 1	 	 	 	
Max	Value	 5	 	 	 	
Mean	 3.55	 	 	 	
Variance	 1.38	 	 	 	
Standard	Deviation	 1.17	 	 	 	
Total	Responses	 191	 	 	 	
	
23.		If	GODORT	has	more	
virtual	committee	
participation	options,	how	
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I	would	try	very	hard	to	have	
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difficult	but	is	necessary.	
Please	consider	consolidation	of	
standing	committees	if	possible.	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

Less	meetings	at	Midwinter/Annual.	Have	the	Steering	Committee	and	business	meeting	
held	virtually	before	and	after	the	Midwinter/Annual	meetings	so	that	more	members	can	
attend	other	programs	of	interest	at	the	conferences	and	more	members,	who	are	not	able	
to	attend	the	in-person	meetings	can	attend	the	meetings	virtually.	Do	not	have	committee	
reports	at	business	meeting-



	 53	

GODORT	can	do	on	its	own.	
Though	some	people	(including	me)	might	say	that	there	are	too	many	committees,	I'm	sure	
everyone	wants	their	special	interest	represented.	I	hope	you	don't	get	rid	of	the	Cataloging	
committee.	
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have	task	forces	or	committees	that	are	temporary	in	nature	to	answer	needs	of	the	
community.	I	would	also	like	to	see	the	occasional	papers	peer-reviewed,	I	would	like	to	
publish	in	this	discipline	but	non	peer-reviewed	publications	are	not	considered	much	at	
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I	wouldn't	organize	by	International/State/Federal,	but	maybe	by	type	of	
information	(i.e.	statistical,	legislative	and	regulatory,	etc...			

	 	

I	would	remove	it	from	ALA,	so	I	did	not	
need	ALA	membership.	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

No	changes	at	this	time.			 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
flatten	the	organization,	shrink	the	committees.		FDTF	should	be	a	committee,	not	a	task	
force--task	force	implies	short	term.		Remove	internal	liaisons	as	the	chairs	of	the	
committees	should	be	hearing	the	big	news	through	steering.		Create	a	list	of	duties	the	
chair	should	perform.	
Fewer	committees	whose	only	job	is	to	self-perpetuate	the	organization	(Bylaws	&	
Organization;	Conference;	Membership;	Nominating;	Program)--surely	some	of	those	could	
be	combined	(Bylaws,	Membership,	and	Nominating;	Conference	and	Program)?	And	I'd	
make	all	MW	activity	virtual.	
simplify	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	
I	have	often	thought	that	GODORT	
would	be	better	breaking	away	
from	the	American	Library	
Association	and	operating	on	its	
own.		I	regularly	attended	the	
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Not	just	GODORT,	but	ALA	in	general,	seems	to	have	too	many	committees	that	are	
redundant	to	similar	committees	carrying	out	the	same	work	in	other	parts	of	the	
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Reduce	or	streamline	the	number	
of	committees;	it's	too	many	
moving	parts	to	organize	&	
manage	effectively.		For	example,	
the	committee	on	legislation	-	
seems	like	the	fact	that	it	already	
coordinates	with	ALÅ's	legislative	
committee	on	gov	info	is	enough.		
Their	functions,	while	important,	
seem	duplicative.		Gov	Info	for	
Children	seems	like	something	
that	should	be	a	subset	of	the	
Education	committee.		The	task	
force	structure	isn't	clear	to	me,	so	
I	can't	comment	on	it	other	than	to	
say	I	don't	understand	their	
purpose.	
	
I'm	glad	to	see	movement	on	
alternatives	to	midwinter.		I	can	
barely	afford	one	conference	so	
am	unable	to	participate	on	
committees	that	require	meeting	
at	Midwinter.		A	virtual	meeting	or	
conference	call	held	around	the	
time	of	Midwinter	makes	more	
sense.	
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The	Committee	received	its	charge	from	GODORT	Chair	Helen	Sheehy	in	March	
2015,	and	conducted	two	open	virtual	meetings,	one	in	April	and	one	in	June,	in	
order	to	discuss	policy	and	technological	issues	related	to	virtual	meetings.	The	
Committee	identified	three	primary	policy	and	guidance	resources	for	virtual	
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● factors	affecting	the	decision	to	attend	a	face-to-face	meeting;	
● the	potential	effect	of	virtual	meetings	on	attendance	at	Midwinter	and	

Annual;	and	
● the	potential	effect	of	virtual	meetings	on	GODORT	committee	participation.	

	
Based	on	the	194	completed	surveys,	68%	of	respondents	report	attending	virtual	
me
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1. For	virtual	committee	meetings:	

a. Required:	VOIP,	telephone	call-in	capability,	text	chat,	document	
sharing	

b. Preferred:	Webcam	support,	whiteboard,	recording	functionality	
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