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Q2 - What
role should GODORT play with regard to advocacy for government information?

What
role should GODORT play with regard to advocacy for government informa...

To ensure that Agencies retain all publications available "online only."

GODORT should definitely advocate for government information, through outreach to the Government 
Documents librarians community (those of us who don't belong to GODORT* can follow through GOVDOC-L and 
other groups) and ALA, so we can communicate with our fellow librarians, library users/patrons, and local, state, 
and Federal government officials.



already endorsed by ALA Council to hand out at all kinds of meetings.  Former members of GODORT leg committee
have written a number of issue papers that could be used.

I'm not sure.

I think Legislation is the lead committee for advocacy in GODORT.  They are the heart of the organization.  









the Committee can be ready to act by contacting Congress and responding to Federal Register proposed 
regulations.
Should be examining and commenting on federal executive and legislative initiatives, and also as appropriate state,
local, and international information initiatives.
A lot! Importantly, continue pushing the powers that be within ALA to be more proactive in promoting GPO and 
Archives!
I believe the Legislative Committee monitors legislation about government information and makes 
recommendations for action to "Big ALA" Committee on Legislation. Comparing GODORT recommendations with 
those resolutions that manage to be reported out of the Committee on Legislation, I feel there are times where 
things are lost in translation. 
The committee should monitor issues related to access to government information and bring these issues to the 
attention of ALA when warranted. The committee should recommend positions or action for ALA members. 
I don't know specifically what the Legislation Committee has been doing but the Committee should be doing 
exactly what they are charged with doing - identify issues requiring action; prepare or advise on resolutions for the
membership, Steering Committee, task forces and committees; assist the ALA Washington Office on issues 
affecting federal government legislation; and assist and coordinate legislative action with other ALA bodies.
Raise awareness of legislative issues affecting government information. It should continue to raise awareness 
among members, task forces, etc.  In consultation with members, task forces, committees, it should take a position
on legislation that has the potential to restrict access and advocate against any such legislation. 
Back when I was active in GODORT, the Legislation Committee primarily focused on resolution writing (helping to 
establish position statements on government information issues) and coordinating efforts with the ALA Committee
on Legislation. I don't hear much about GODORT currently being active in these arenas, but assume they are as 
appropriate. I think it is probably more important to have a GODORT member represented on the ALA Committee 
on Legislation than it is to have its own standing committee. 
For the good of our democracy they need to be examining the information policies of federal and state 
governments with a goal of advocating for information transparency.



Q4 - What
types of advocacy or issues do you think the GODORT Legislation Committee
should be looking at?

What
types of advocacy or issues do you think the GODORT Legislation Commit...
Restrictions on access to government information.  Government information disappearing from websites.  
restrictions on information and research related activities of government agencies.





GPO funding, Archives Funding. 



Q5 - What types of advocacy have you seen



The information that I mentioned in the previous question.

Inform communities of the role of your work in providing government information and documents.

????

recent activities to save the IMLS and LSTA grants have been very effective.

Getting individuals to contact Representatives and Senators is the best way to make a difference. (Though I have 
my doubts that they listen unless there's money behind it.)

Building and sustain relationships with relevant policymakers and their staffs.

Unending letters, emails, faxes, and phone calls.

Generally, lobbying of state representatives.  They have the money.  

we can examine various professional groups, i.e. scientists, historians, political scientists, and environmental 
groups as examples.

Not sure

Meeting with legislators and/or their staffs. Having legislators/staff tour libraries to better understand what we do 
and why funding needs to be there. Advocacy to continue printing our core documents. Making sure GPO remains 
committed to preservation/access. To make the larger ALA community aware of the need and importance of 
depository libraries and the greater government documents community.

Lots of grassroots calling to elected representatives. 

Advocacy-related events like Open Access Week with a number of events and activities under an umbrella
ALA social media campaigns, especially using hashtags or Instagram -- take a picture of/with/related to an issue

writing and calling campaigns to Congressional or legislative leaders

social media campaigns
The use of paid lobbyists is effective as are campaigns encouraging individual members to contact their elected 
officials. 
I think gathering stories to influence decision-makers is always an effective way to advocate for specific issues. I 
think GODORT could do more to tell stories about barriers to access to government information and services to 
those who struggle with online access. Not to go back to paper, but to make sure that agencies think about their 
customers when they makes changes to the way their information is accessed and provide training to library staff 
so they can help citizens navigate their services better. 
The American Indian Library Association advocates for more and better funding for tribal libraries and tribal 



Q6 - Do you have any other comments for us?


