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Lynda Kellam 

From the Chair

The following were the Chair’s 
remarks at the GODORT General 

Membership Meeting on January 14:

Welcome GODORT members, guests, 
and hopefully some future members. My 
name is Lynda Kellam. I am the Chair 

of GODORT and in my daily life the Senior Data Librarian at 
the Cornell Institute for Social and Economic Research. I begin 
this meeting by acknowledging that Cornell and Ithaca, NY are 
located on the indigenous lands of the Cayuga Nation and we 
recognize the indigenous peoples who have and continue to live 
here. I have a few prepared remarks and I know this might be 
unprecedented in GODORT, but I hope you will have patience 
with me as I believe this is necessary. 

Members of the Social Responsibilities Round Table 
founded the Government Documents Round Table in 1972 
as an organization devoted to the problems related to govern-
ment publications. At the first meeting, they created the slogan 
“Documents to the People” to signify that the mission of this 
organization is to ensure public access to government informa-
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