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-tional, federal, state, and local government documents would be 

forever preserved and safe from budget cuts. �e reality is that 

this is a situation that will continue to be addressed for years to 

come. 

My current position at the University of North Texas, has 

given me a little more insight to the problem than I had four 

years ago. I am now part of the administration at my library, 

making decisions related to budget cuts and increasing demands 

for space and services. In conversations with other administra-

tors, I often �nd myself jumping on my soapbox about the value 

of historical government information and why it is important to 

keep these collections accessible. I get exasperated by the indif-

ference to the collections that these very intelligent individuals 

seem to have. How can they not be as passionate as I am about 

these valuable primary resources? It is in the answer to this ques-

tion that I think you can �nd the biggest problem we face as 

government information professionals. �ey are not as passion-

ate about these resources because they are not aware of them. 

Government documents librarians have a tendency to be 

super involved in advocating for no-fee permanent public access 

to legislative bodies, but too often they stand alone as a group. 

Very few non-documents librarians get involved. �e question 

is how do we get non-documents librarians, administrators, and 

community members involved in our advocacy e�orts? I think 

that we have to educate them in the value of the collections. �e -

lections o� the chopping block when libraries are faced with 

budget cuts and space demands. Passion for your collection is 

great, but it will only take you so far. Community support, data, 

and relation to the overall mission/strategic plan of the institu-

tion are the things that are going to speak to administrators. 

Most documents librarians are very good at garnering com-

munity support. We are aware of our main user groups and ask 

them for letters of support when faced with decisions to real-

locate or eliminate our collections. Where we often fall short 

is in keeping more than transactional data on community use 
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From the Chair

GODORT Membership
Membership in ALA is a requisite for joining GODORT

Basic personal membership in ALA begins at $50 for �rst-year members, $25 for student members, and $35 for library
support sta� (for other categories see www.ala.org/Template.cfm?Section=Membership).

Personal and institutional members are invited to select membership in GODORT for additional fees of $20 for regu-
lar members, $10 for student members, and $35 for corporate members.


