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Steering Committee II 

Meeting Minutes 

San Diego Convention Center (SDCC), Room 27-B 
January 10, 2011 
8:45 - 10:45 am 

I. Call to order 
Anne Moore called the meeting to order at 8:51. 

II. Introductions 
Attendees introduced themselves. 

III. Approval of Agenda 

�x Motion Number 1 
�x Motion to Approve Agenda 
�x Motion: K.R. 
�x Second: Peter 
�x Acclamation 

IV. Guest Address 
Miguel Figueroa: Updates from OLOS, talked about press efforts on behalf of the 
Round Table.  Question from Matt: Any thought in ALA offices to move GLBTRT from 
OLOS to Office of Diversity?  Response: that is something that has been thought of – 
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other groups are doing, took into consideration expressed opinions and concerns 
from membership.  Chairs for standing committees may be unable to attend SC 
meetings at both conferences – a more stream-lined executive committee (5-9) 
same as comparable organizations.  Larry: reiterated previous comments from 
listserv about concern of size and structure, would like more directors-at-large (5) – 
Matt suggested the change would take pressure off co-chairs by reducing size of 
executive board, elected board members would have responsibility for shepherding 
standing committees 

�x Motion Number 4 
�x Motion to accept Executive Board, have 5 members-at-large 
�x Motion: Larry 
�x Seconded: Peter 
�x Discussion: Matt emphasized this was going on the ballot, not a 

decision being made today 
�x Passed by Acclamation 

Creation and dissolution of standing committees – Peter said that committee 
wanted Standing Committees to be creatures of the Executive Board, not general 
membership committee – wants appointing power to be in hands of Executive 
Board.  Assurance wanted that standing committees are not dissolved arbitrarily, 
need justification – a threshold of 2/3 majority from Executive Board to dissolve a 
standing committee.  Dale acknowledged concern, suggested super-majority or 
lengthy process when dissolving standing committee.  Larry expressed concern with 
membership having to vote on everything.   

�x Motion Number 5 
�x Accept change in responsibility from the membership to the new 

Executive Board, requires votes in two separate years, with 2/3 majority 
�x Motion: Larry 
�x Seconded: K.R. 
�x Discussion: Peter said 2/3 vote of Executive is analogous with present 

require of membership.  Lewis suggested amending language to be 
more specific about time period ï what about committees that are 
currently inactive?  Peter responded by suggesting a transition 
committee with by-laws changes might also take-up this question.  Dale 
discussed process of transition, suggested using similar structure 
when we went through from Task Force to Round Table.  Jane ï 
provision for evaluating (ad-hoc) committees.  David responded that 
committees have a charge and reports demonstrate if they are meeting 
the charge they are tasked with.  Matt also responded that this process 
also worked on a Procedures Manual that addresses what committees 
are supposed to do (procedurally), metrics of committees in meeting 
their goals.  Nel would like to see ñprobationò added before dissolution 
ï Peter interjected that probation is two years in Larryôs proposal ï Nel 
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said there should be some warning before Executive Board votes to 
dissolve a committee ï Larry suggested that committee has a year to 
revise itself in proposed process.  Dale also added he has observed 
committee dissolution in other organizations and that committee 
dissolution can serve a purpose ï Executive Board should take into 
account feelings of committee.  K.R. said that two meeting requirement 
implicitly allows for the committee to respond to dissolution action and 
justify its existence.   

�x Passed by Acclamation 

 

�x Motion 6 
�x Motion to move information about individual committees from by-laws 
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18 if the intent is to arouse or satisfy the sexual desires of the minor or the person 
providing the materials. FTRF and its co-plaintiffs, including seven Oregon 
bookstores, ABFFE, ABA, CBLDF, the Oregon ACLU, Candace Morgan, Planned 
Parenthood, and the Cascades AIDS Project, filed a complaint and motion for 
preliminary injunction challenging the constitutionality of the new law. In December 
2008, the district court denied the motion, finding 

that the statute, "as interpreted," was constitutional as a permissible limitation on 
speech and was not unconstitutionally vague. The plaintiffs appealed the decision to 
the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals. On September 20, 2010, the Ninth Circuit 
overturned the District Court's decision. It held Oregon's two "harmful to minors" 
statutes unconstitutional, agreeing with the plaintiffs that "the statutes are facially 
overbroad and criminalize a substantial amount of constitutionally protected speech." 
FTRF is a plaintiff in this action. 

4. Florence v. Shurtleff (formerly The King's English v. Shurtleff): This lawsuit 
challenges the constitutionality of a Utah statute that expands the state's "harmful to 
minors" statute to Internet content, creates an Adult Content Registry, requires 
content providers to evaluate and label content as "harmful to minors," and requires 
ISPs to block access to those websites. Last November, the court denied Utah's 
motion to dismiss for lack of standing, permitting most of the plaintiffs to proceed 
with the exception of two bookstores. The state has filed a motion to modify portions 
of the preliminary injunction, but the court has not yet ruled on that motion. Last 
April, the parties initiated discovery in preparation for trial, and the plaintiffs asked 
the Attorney General's office to agree to a consent decree. The Attorney General 
has rejected the proposal, and the plaintiffs will be moving for summary judgment. 
FTRF remains a plaintiff in this action. 
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Washington State, filed suit in federal district court to challenge a library system's 
policy of using an Internet filter to bar access to information on its computers and 
refusing to honor requests by adult patrons to temporarily disable the filter for 
sessions of uncensored reading and research. Last April, the district court granted in 
part and denied in part the library's motion to certify questions of state constitutional 
law to the Washington State Supreme Court, staying further decisions until the state 
supreme court could determine if the library's filtering policy violates the state 
constitution. The Washington State Supreme Court heard oral arguments on June 
23, 2009, and on May 6, 2010, that court held that the NCRL filtering policy does not 
violate the state constitution of Washington. The court's decision leaves open the 
question of whether the NCRL filtering policy violates the federal constitution. The 
case will now return to the federal district court for a determination of the federal 
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