
ALA GLBTRT Membership Meeting : 
Document 1, Proposed Revisions of the GLBTRT Bylaws 

* This document holds the proposed GLBTRT Bylaw language up for a vote Sunday July 12, 2009, 10:30-noon 
during ALA Annual, Chicago, Illinois.  All proposed items passed. 
* Proposed revisions are red. 
* Text with a line though it (such as this) is existing text that is up for removing from the Bylaws document. 
* Text with an underline beneath it, (such as this) is proposed text to add to the Bylaws document. 

M ission 1 

The Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgendered Round Table (GLBTRT) of the American 2 
Library Association is committed to serving the information needs of the gay, lesbian, bisexual, 3 
and transgendered professional library community, and the gay, lesbian, bisexual, and 4 
transgendered information and access needs of individuals at large. We are committed to 5 
encouraging and supporting the free and necessary access to all information, as reflected by the 6 
missions of the American Library Association and democratic institutions. 7 

The Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgendered Round Table provides its members, other 8 
American Library Association divisions, members, and affiliates, and the library and information 9 
science field as a whole with a forum for discussion and an environment for education and 10 
learning regarding the needs of the gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgendered professional 11 
community and population at large. 12 

I. PURPOSE 13 

The Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgendered Round Table of the American Library 14 
Association shall:  20 

�x provide bibliographic services to librarians, archivists, other information professionals, and 21 
library users; 22 

�x work toward eliminating job discrimination against gay, lesbian, bisexual, and 23 
transgendered employees of libraries, archives, and information centers; 24 

�x advocate revising classification schemes, subject heading lists, indices, etc., in order to 25 
remove terms derogatory to the lives, activities, and contributions to culture and society of 26 
gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgendered people; 27 
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III. M EETINGS 59 

The Round Table shall must conduct at least one Membership Meeting at the Annual 60 
Conference. The Round Table Steering Committee shall meet at least twice at Annual 61 
Conferences and the Midwinter Meetings.  Membership and Steering Committee meetings are 62 
open to anyone who wishes to attend them. 63 

IV. OFFICERS 64 

Titles and Terms of Office 65 

The Round Table shall elect two Co-Chairs of differing gender identity, a Secretary, and a 66 
Treasurer, each serving a term of two years. One Co-Chair and a Secretary shall be elected 
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�x make recommendations to the Membership; 152 

�x provide guidance to the Co-Chairs, and; 153 

�x set annual or longer-term goals for the Round Table. 154 

�x perform other duties specified in the by-laws. 155 

The Steering Committee may not make a decision inconsistent with a decision made by 156 
Round Table members at a Membership Meeting. 157 

Standing Committees 158 

The ongoing work of the Round Table shall be carried out by its Standing Committees. A new 159 
Standing Committee must be authorized by a two-thirds vote of the members present at a 160 
Membership Meeting of the Round Table. 161 

Standing Committee chairs shall serve two-year terms, the appointments (or reappointments) 162 
of half of them staggered with the other half. Chairs of the Newsletter, the 163 
ClearingHouse/Website, and the Program Planning Committees shall be appointed (or 164 
reappointed) in even-numbered years, and the Chairs of the Breakfast Planning Committee, 165 
the Stonewall Book Awards Committee, the External Relations Committee, and the 166 
Nominating Committee shall be appointed (or reappointed) in odd-numbered years. and will 167 
be appointed by the Co-Chairs.  Any chair of a Standing Committee who cannot attend a 168 
Steering Committee meeting due to unforeseeable events shall communicate his/her 169 
committee's activities, concerns, or needs to the Co-Chairs and/or the Steering Committee in 170 
advance of the meeting. 171 

Special Ad hoc Committees and Special Projects 172 

Special projects shall be authorized by the Round Table Co-Chairs, as the Round Table 173 
membership, its Steering Committee, or the Co-Chairs shall from time to time deem necessary 174 
to carry out specific activities. including the creation or revision of publications, that are 175 
consistent with the goals of the Round Table.  176 

Any member of the Round Table may propose a special project by describing the idea or 177 
publication at a Round Table Steering Committee meeting, Membership Meeting, through an 178 
announcement in the Round Table newsletter, or via the Round Table online listserv. and 179 
asking for volunteers also interested in the proposal. Upon endorsement of the project by the 180 
membership or by the Steering Committee, the Co-Chairs shall appoint an individual to 181 
coordinate the project or to direct those interested to designate a chair. 182 
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