
ALA GLBTRT Membership Meeting  
Document 2, Proposed Revisions of the GLBTRT Bylaws & 
Membership Meeting Amendments 

* This document holds the proposed GLBTRT Bylaw language up for a vote Sunday July 12, 2009, 10:30-noon 
during ALA Annual, Chicago, Illinois.  All proposed items passed.  Proposed revisions are blue. 
* This document also holds amendments made during the above Membership Meeting..  All amendments passed.  
Amendments suggested by the assembly present at the Membership Meeting are 2 
Library Association (ALA) is committed to serving the information needs of the gay, lesbian, 3 
bisexual, and transgendered professional library community, and the gay, lesbian, bisexual, and 4 
transgendered information and access needs of individuals at large. We are committed to 5 
encouraging and supporting the free and necessary access to all information, as reflected by the 6 
missions of the American Library Association and democratic institutions. 7 

The Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgendered Round Table provides its members, other 8 
American Library Association divisions, members, and affiliates, and the library and information 9 
science field as a whole with a forum for discussion and an environment for education and 10 
learning regarding the needs of the gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgendered professional 11 
community and population at large. 12 

I. PURPOSE 13 

The Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgendered Round Table of the American Library 14 
Association shall: 15 

�x promote the improved quality, quantity, and accessibility of library materials and services 16 
of particular interest or usefulness to lesbian, bisexual, gay, and transgendered people of all 17 
ages;  18 

�x develop, promote and defend unrestricted access of all library users to information by or 19 
about gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgendered people; 20 

�x provide bibliographic services to librarians, archivists, other information professionals, and 21 
library users; 22 

�x work toward eliminating job discrimination against gay, lesbian, bisexual, and 23 
transgendered employees of libraries, archives, and information centers; 24 
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Qualifications 55 

Candidates for elected offices must be members of the Association ALA , must be members of 56 
the Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgendered Round Table, and must agree to attend the 57 
Membership and Steering Committee meetings scheduled for the Annual Conferences and 58 
Midwinter Meetings during his/her term of office. 59 

III. MEETINGS  60 

The Round Table shall must conduct at least one Membership Meeting at the Annual 61 
Conference. The Round Table Steering Committee shall meet at least twice at Annual 62 
Conferences and the Midwinter Meetings.  Membership and Steering Committee meetings are 63 
open to anyone who wishes to attend them. 64 

IV. OFFICERS 65 

Titles and Terms of Office 66 

The Round Table shall elect two Co-Chairs of differing gender identity, a Secretary, and a 67 
Treasurer, each serving a term of two years. One Co-Chair and a Secretary shall be elected 68 
during even numbered years. One Co-Chair and a Treasurer shall be elected during odd 69 
numbered years. Officers may not hold the same office for more than two consecutive terms 70 
without approval of the Steering Committee. The Steering Committee will select a person to 71 
serve for the remainder of the term of any office that becomes unexpectedly vacant. 72 

Duties of the Co-Chairs 73 

The duties of the Co-Chairs include: 74 

�x presiding at all Membership and Steering Committee meetings; 75 

�x coordinating the meeting schedule for all Annual Conferences and Midwinter Meetings 76 
and submitting the proper Association ALA forms to the various Round Table Chairs as 77 
well as the Office of Conference Services on a timely basis; 78 

�x appointing the chairs of Standing and special Ad hoc committees and delegating tasks as 79 
appropriate to those chairpersons; 80 

�x acting as spokespersons for the Round Table; 81 

�x acting as liaisons to the Office for Literacy and Outreach Services; 82 























  

Proposed Revisions, Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgendered Round Table (GLBTRT) Bylaws   
American Library Association, Annual Conference, July, 2009 Page 14 of 16 

�x maintaining knowledge of the ALA content management system to better manage and 418 
further develop the Round Table website; 419 

�x maintaining knowledge of accessibility standards and usability metrics and applying 420 
them to the Round Table web presence;  421 

�x keeping the Steering Committee informed of new technologies that may be useful for 422 
conducting meetings, maintaining the website and online documents; and  423 

�x posting updates in a timely manner to the Round Table website and other Round 424 
Table sites at the request of the Steering Committee. 425 

VI. FINANCES  426 

Budget 427 

The Treasurer is responsible for preparing the annual budget for Steering Committee review 428 
and subsequent approval by the end beginning of its the second Steering Committee meeting 429 
at the Association’s Midwinter Meeting. Changes in the budget may be proposed by Steering 430 
Committee members before final approval by the Steering Committee as a whole at that same 431 
meeting. 432 

All Standing Committee Chairs are required to submit budget requests to the Treasurer before 433 
the beginning of the second Steering Committee at the Midwinter Conference Meeting. When 434 
approved by the Steering Committee, the proposed budget will be forwarded to the Office for 435 
Literacy and Outreach Services for submission to the ALA Budget Committee. Final budget 436 
figures will be communicated to the Co-Chairs of the Round Table and the Treasurer by the 437 
Director of the Office for Literacy and Outreach Services. 438 

Reimbursements: 439 

Round Table members who incur expenses in connection with an authorized budgeted 440 
Round Table activity may submit a request for reimbursement to the Treasurer. 441 

Receipts must be provided to support such a request. The Treasurer will shepherd a timely 442 
reimbursement of all expenses. Reimbursements for expenses over $25.00 must be 443 
authorized in advance by the Treasurer or the Round Table Co-Chairs.  444 

Income generated by a project or a publication by a standing committee or an special Ad 445 
hoc committee will be used first to support the continued work of that committee and then 446 
to support other Round Table initiatives as needed. Income generated by the activity or 447 
publication of an special Ad hoc committee, or Special Project will be used to further the 448 
work of that special committee or project until the committee has completed its work or its 449 
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IX. PARLIAMENTARY AUTHORITY  478 

Disputes over the procedures used in making a decision at a Round Table or Steering Committee 479 
meeting shall be resolved by reliance upon the provisions contained in the "Rules of Order" that 480 
ALA Council uses.  481 

X. AMENDING THE BYLAWS  482 

Any provision of these The bylaws may be changed amended at the annual Membership Meeting 483 
of the Round Table by a majority of the voting members attending, provided that the Tthe 484 
proposed amendments must have been announced at a previous Membership Meeting or have 485 
been published in an issue of the Round Table Newsletter and/or posted on the Round Table 486 
Website not less than thirty days before the annual Membership Meeting. Otherwise, proposed 487 
amendments will require at least three-fourths of the voting members attending must approve a 488 
proposed change in the bylaws before the change can become effective the annual Membership 489 
Meeting for approval.  490 

Approved June 1998  491 
Revised June 1999 and May 2002, with those changes formally adopted June 2002 at the Annual 492 
Membership Meeting 493 
Changes to section IV adopted in the April 2007 election  494 
Revised draft April 2009 495 
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