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GLBTRT Bylaws
. |

Mission

The Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgendered Round Table of the American Library Association is committed to serving the
information needs of the gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgendered professional library community, and the gay, lesbian, bisexual, and
transgendered information and access needs of individuals at large. We are committed to encouraging and supporting the free and
necessary access to all information, as reflected by the missions of the American Library Association and democratic institutions.

The Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgendered Round Table provides its members, other American Library Association divisions,
members, and affiliates, and the library and information science field as a whole with a forum for discussion and an environment for
education and learning regarding the needs of the gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgendered professional community and population
at large.

. PURPOSE
The Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgendered Round Table of the American Library Association shall:
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including the ALA Council at large candidates mentioned above in a candidates' forum at the Midwinter Meeting and submitting
information about these candidates for publication in the GLBTRT newsletter and distributing information about them at GLBTRT
meetings.

The Nominating Committee will adhere to all sections of the bylaws, especially Section II: Voting Status and Candidacy for Office
External Relations Committee:

In addition to the activities listed above under "Duties of the committee chairs,"” the External Relations Committee, under the guidance
of its Chair, is responsible for:

publicizing the programs, activities and publications of the Round Table;

developing written materials to encourage Round Table membership;

annually distributing information about the Round Table to library schools;

taking attendance at all open Round Table meetings;

assigning a greeter(s) to welcome all attendees to all Round Table Meetings;

monitoring ALA units, affiliates, and external library organizations on issues that need the attention/participation of the Round Table
(e.g. Council, Diversity Council, internet filtering, Family Friendly Libraries, etc.); and

preparing letters or resolutions for supportive and educational external communications to be approved and signed by the Round
Table Co-chairs.

Newsletter Committee:

The purpose of the newsletter is to keep members of the Round Table who cannot attend Association Conferences and Meetings
informed of Round Table activities, decisions, and accomplishments; to announce proposed projects or publications; to invite
interested individuals to participate in working on these projects or publications; to report other news of interest to Round Table
members; and to serve as a forum for the discussion of views among Round Table members about the Round Table's activities,
priorities, and problems.

The Steering Committee shall determine the cost of a subscription to the newsletter. The cost of the newsletter shall not exceed the
income generated by subscriptions (and advertising revenues, if any); additional funds from the Round Table's regular budget used to
pay expenses incurred in connection with producing and distributing the newsletter must be approved in advance by the Steering
Committee.

In addition to the activities listed above under "Duties of the committee chairs,"” the Newsletter Committee, under the guidance of its
Editor/Chair, is responsible for:

compiling, producing, and distributing a newsletter four times each calendar year;

publishing a newsletter submission schedule coordinated with ALA parent office printing and mailing schedules;

handling, in accordance with principles agreed to by the Round Table or its Steering Committee, all requests for the lending or selling
of the Round Table's newsletter mailing list;

monitoring the newsletters produced by the gay/lesbian/bisexual caucuses of other professional organizations for news of interest to
Round Table members; and

mailing copies of each issue of the Round Table's newsletter to the editors of these publications and to other organizations interested
in the Round Table's work.

Program Planning Committee:

In addition to the activities listed above under "Duties of the committee chairs, " the Program Planning Committee, under the guidance
of its Chair, is responsible for:

keeping planning activities on the two-year planning cycle as per the ALA planning grid;

finding co-sponsors for the various Round Table programs;

seeking out programs of other ALA units which the Round Table can sponsor;

planning and conducting programs and social activities sponsored or co-sponsored by the Round Table at the Association's Annual
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Conference and Midwinter Meeting, (including but not limited to: the annual program, the GLBTRT Social, the Read-Aloud, Gay Pride
Events participation, pre-conferences, and anniversary celebrations) and for coordinating the logistics of these activities with the
Round Table Steering Committee and with the Office of Conference Services of ALA,

attempting to create local arrangements liaisons with gay, lesbian, and bisexual libraries, librarians, and others living in the cities
hosting the Annual Conference and Midwinter Meeting.

Membership Committee
Coordinating the staffing of the professional exhibit booth at Annual Conference.

Fundraising Committee

In addition to the activities listed above under “Duties of the committee chairs,” the Fundraising Committee, under the guidance of its
Chair, is responsible for:

Organizing and overseeing the raising of funds from sources other than Round Table dues to support the Round Table activities
Coordinating committee activities with the ALA Office of Development

Monitoring funding opportunities from the private sector

Monitoring grant programs for funding of specific Round Table Projects

Coordinating with the Treasurer and Round Table Co-Chairs the receipt of donations to the Round Table, whether monetary,
bequests, or gifts-in-kind

Special Committees and Projects:

Special projects shall be authorized by the Round Table Co-Chairs as the Round Table membership, its Steering Committee, or the
Co-Chairs shall from time to time deem necessary to carry out specific activities, including the creation or revision of publications, that
are consistent with the goals of the Round Table.

Any member of the Round Table may propose a special project by describing the idea or publication at a Round Table Steering
Committee, membership meeting, through an announcement in the Round Table newsletter, or via the Round Table online listserv
and asking for volunteers also interested in the proposal. Upon endorsement of the project by the membership or by the Steering
Committee, the Co-Chairs shall appoint an individual to coordinate the project or to direct those interested to designate a chair.

VI. FINANCES
Budget:

The Treasurer is responsible for preparing the annual budget for Steering Committee review by the end of its second meeting at the
Association’s Midwinter Meeting. Changes in the budget may be proposed by Steering Committee members before final approval by
the Steering Committee as a whole.

All Standing Committee Chairs are required to submit budget requests to the Treasurer before the beginning of the second Steering
Committee at the Midwinter Conference. When approved by the Steering Committee, the proposed budget will be forwarded to the
Office for Literacy and Outreach Services for submission to the ALA Budget Committee. Final budget figures will be communicated to
the chairs of the Round Table and the Treasurer by the Director of the Office for Literacy and Outreach Services.

Reimbursements:

Round Table members who incur expenses in connection with an authorized budgeted Round Table activity may submit a request for
reimbursement to the Treasurer.

Receipts must be provided to support such a request. The Treasurer will shepherd a timely reimbursement of all expenses.
Reimbursements for expenses over $25.00 must be authorized in advance by the Treasurer or the Round Table Co-Chairs.

Income generated by a project or a publication by a standing committee or a special committee will be used first to support the
continued work of that committee and then to support other Round Table initiatives as needed. Income generated by the activity or
publication of a special committee will be used to further the work of that special committee until the committee has completed its work
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