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You might be interested in the role | play not only as Vice President for LIRT b
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Gradually I'm making my way through them to check them against the LIR
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back to the 1980s, and among them is a long run ofL iR News.

| recently pulled out th& IRT News issue for March 1981. What was of
interest to our membership over thirty years ago?
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If this sounds familiar, I'm not surprised. This past summer at the ALA Conference, the LIRT
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you haven’t yet heard me make a plee to volunteer for a LIRT
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way e teach library users. At this upcoming ALA Conference
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you'll join us in looking back at our acc omplishments with pride
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Check TheseOut!  Active Learning

by Sharon Ladenson

Gender Studies and Communications Librarian
Michigan State University Libraries
ladenson@msu.edu

I n order to motivate learners and facilitate retention of key concepts, information literacy
instructors strive to engage students. What are key methods to promote active learning?
What are examples of learner-centered techniques for information literacy instruction? Are

active learning methods effective?

Check these out, and enjoy!

Accardi, Maria T., Emily Drabinski, and Alana Kumbier, eds.
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methods and approaches (such as inquiry-based learning,
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pedagogy) to engage students in the learning process.
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Check TheseOut!  Active Learningsontinued from page 7
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Check TheseOut!  Active Learning,cont'd from page 8
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sharing new knowledge acquired with others, and applying
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that in order for inquiry-based learning to succeed, librarians

need to collaborate with instructors to develop and nurture
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Publishing, 2010.
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University of Oregon, where in 2008-2009 the university
overall experienced a 20% cut in state funding among other
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Provost who spared the library from certain cuts. However,
the materials budget eventually did get cut, leaving many
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TECH TALK: Digital Literacy

DearTechTalk —

I've been trying to get a handle on “digital literacy”. The concept appears to be a rising star
RQ WKH OHDUQLQJ KRULJRQ EXW ,fP QRW VXUH LI RU KRZ 3GLJLWD

librarian’s plate of responsibilities?
—DLDL Dauntingly Limited abouRigital Literacy

Deal'DLDL -AV ZLWK DQ\ XQIDPLOLDU FRQFHSW D JRRG SODFH WR
WKH GH¢{QLWLRQV RI 3GLJLWDO OLWHUDF\" DUH DV YDULHG DV WKH V\QRC
literacy” or “media literacy” or “ICT (Information Communication Technology) literacy” or “technology literacy” or “cyber-
OLWHUDF\" '"H¢;QLWLRQV UDQJH DOO WKH ZD\ IURP KDYLQJ WKH VNLOOV !
tion on the Internet to having the ability to create new digital content from existing digital content. The literature review
SURYLGHG E\ . HQWRQ DQG %OXPPHU LV DQ H[FHOOHQW VRXUFH IRU WKH |

$OWHUQDWLYHO\ RQH FRXOG EUHDN DSDUW WKH SKUDVH DQG XVH GLFWL
GH¢{¢QLWLRQ IRU 3®kfdrd BhglieH Didtidgh&ry\g,K®f signals, information, or data: represented by a series

of discrete values (commonly the numbers 0 and 1), typically for electronic storage or processing;” combined with “a
device, piece of equipment, etc., which uses digital technology.” For “literate”, the Oxford English Dictionary TV ¢ UV W
GH{;QLWLRQ LV 3RI D SHUVRQ VRFLHW\ HWF DFTXDLQWHG ZLWK OHWWFE
GH¢{¢QLWLRQ LV 3QRZ UDUH" $ PRUH XVHIXO GH¢{QLWLRQ LV 3ZLWK PRGLI\
DUHD °~ 6R WR EH 3GLJLWDOO\ OLWHUDWH" RQH LV FRPSHWHQW RU NQRZ
SFRPSHWHQW RU NQRZOHGJHDEOH""

$PRQJ DOO RI WKH GH¢{QLWLRQV SHUKDSV WKH RQH SURYLGHQ&8& WKH )}
report, Connecting to America: The National Broadband Plan is the most appropriate:

7TKRXJK WKHUH LV QR VWDQGDUG GH{QLWLRQ GLJLWDO OLWHUDF\ JHQ!
, &7 WR ¢QG HYDOXDWH FUHDWH DQG FRPPXQLFDWH LQIRUPDWLRQ ,W
VNLOOV SHRSOH HPSOR\ WR XVH FRPSXWHUV WR UHWULHYH LQIRUPDWL
that information. It also includes the ability to communicate and collaborate using the Internet—through blogs,

VHOI SXEOLVKHG GRFXPHQWY DQG SUHVHQWDWLRQV DQG FROODERUDW
GLITHUHQW PHDQLQJY DW GLIIHUHQW VWDJHV RI D SHUVRQTV OLIH $ IR
LQVWUXFWLRQ DV D \HDU ROG WU\LQJ WR UH HQWHU WKH MRE PDUNH

the ability to read and write (174).

Actually, the concept of digital literacy has been around for a while. A search of the phrase, “digital literacy”

Z dolU }vYvu }v % P
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and use digital media literacy VNLOOV DFURVV WKH FXUULFXO X$beildg Kisetvdugh R1 IRUF
professional development or informal learning, but we are far from seeing digital media literacy as an expected
QRUP IRU DFDGHPLF SURIHVVLRQDOV QRU DV D NH\ SDUW RI GHJUHH S

'LWKLQ WKH DFDGHPLF HQYLURQPHQW RQH RI WKH LQWHUHVWLQJ FKDOO
students are digitally literate? Even if the students have had some exposure in school and public libraries, is it enough
to support their needs in higher education?

/IRRNLQJ DW D WUDGLWLRQDO PRGHO FROOHJHV DQG XQLYHUVLWLHV RIW
(QJOLVK '"HSDUWPHQW DQG VWDIIHG E\ (QJOLVK JUDGXDWH VWXGHQWV /
LPSURYH WKHLU ZULWLQJ VNLOOV KRZHYHU WKH\ DUH LQYROYHG LQ KHC
KDYH WKH H[SHUWLVH WR KHOS VWXGHQWYV ¢({QG WKH H[LVWLQJ FRQWHQW
develop — the expertise to help students create new digital content? Or is it more appropriate to develop a model
DNLQ WR WKH 3ZULWLQJ FHQWHU ™ £+ RQH LQ ZKLFK WKH DSSURSULDWH DF|
DVVLVWDQFH IRU VWXGHQWYV WR GHYHORS WKHLU GLJLWDO OLWHUDF\" 8
the computers and other sophisticated technology students need to manage and create new digital content, but they
do not — for the most part — have the expertise to meet the students’ needs in this area; additionally — for the most
SDUW + QHLWKHU GR PDQ\ RI WKH WHDFKLQJ IDFXOW\ ,Q DQ HIIRUW WR |
faculty may incorporate assignments that utilize complex digital tools in their classes, without fully realizing the support
implications. And — adding in one more option — many colleges and universities have an “Academic Technology”
unit within the IT structure. This group often oversees the learning management system and classroom
WHFKQRORJ\ DQG WKLV JURXS RIWHQ KDV H[SRHWEZRK NIQQH GXMOWVLWQ® B 8 (
DWHUN
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6'%* 6#.- Digital Literacy, continued from page 20

,QIRUPDWLRQ OLWHUDF\ FOHDUO\ LQFRUSRUDWHYV GLJLWDO OLWHUDF\
RI WKLY DUWLFOH VSHFL¢{FDOO\ 3D YDULHW\ RI VNLOOV DVVRFLDWHG ZL
LQIRUPDWLRQ" ,V GLJLWDO OLWHUDF\ UHDOO\ GLITHUHQW WKDQ LQIRUPI
WUDQVOLWHUDF\ OHUHGLWK )DUNDV VWDWHY 37KH ZD\ OLEUDULDQV DQG
has grown and changed in response to the changing information ecosystem” (KWWS PHUHGLWK ZROIZD
FRP ZRUGSUHVYV WUDQVOLWHUDF\ IURP WKH SHUVSHFWLYH RI DQ |

* |

:KHUH GRHV GLJLWDO OLWHUDF\ (W RQ WKH OLEUDULDQYVY SODWH RI UHV
plate — but it is there part and parcel along with information literacy. The information ecosystem will continue to shift
DQG FKDQJH MXVW DV WKH WHFKQRORJLFDO HFRV\VWHP ZLOO FRQWLQXF
use to inculcate those abilities to map, adapt, transfer literacies in an increasingly complex information ecosystem will
FRQWLQXH WR VKLIW DQG FKDQJH $ TXRWH DWWULEXWHG WR -RKQ '"HZH\

we did yesterday’s, we are robbing them of tomorrow”.

5HVRXUFHV DQG ([DPSOHV

X }Jo}E } "8 8 >] E EC d ZV}o}PC dE Jv E }u% 3 V]t ZO%WIlI }o}E }A]E:

technology-trainer-competencies
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XxXE Y}v o @&} v Wo vW }vv YVP u E] t ZO%WIIAAAX E} v XP}AI

XW A d Z E+st JP]JS0D ] >]18E Crr ZO%WIIAAAX% +X}EPIS Z E-l |P]5 o
X" + v Wpo] d Zv}o}PC dE& Jv]vP WEIPE u* t ZO%WIIS Ze}u%(}E0] & E]

S +r V r% M o] r§ Zv}o}PCrSE Jv]VvPr% E&}PE&E u-

xzKhu ] t ZO% WIIC}uu ] Z] P}IX}EP

Additional Resources
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http://meredith.wolfwater.com/wordpress/2010/12/21/transliteracy-from-the-perspective-of-an-information-literacy-advocate/
http://meredith.wolfwater.com/wordpress/2010/12/21/transliteracy-from-the-perspective-of-an-information-literacy-advocate/
http://coloradovirtuallibrary.org/btop/content/technology-trainer-competencies
http://coloradovirtuallibrary.org/btop/content/technology-trainer-competencies
http://www.ets.org/iskills/about
http://librariesandtransliteracy.wordpress.com/
http://www.microsoft.com/digitalliteracy
http://www.broadband.gov/
http://www.pbs.org/teachers/digital-media-literacy/
http://techsoupforlibraries.org/blog/staff-and-public-technology-training-programs
http://techsoupforlibraries.org/blog/staff-and-public-technology-training-programs
http://youmediachicago.org
http://www.ala.org/aasl/guidelinesandstandards/learningstandards/standards
http://www.ala.org/aasl/guidelinesandstandards/learningstandards/standards
http://ejournals.bc.edu/ojs/index.php/jtla/article/view/1670/1510
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6'%* 6#.- Digital Literacy, continued from page 22
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