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L IBRARY INSTRUCTION ROUND TABLE NEWS

The purpose of LIRT is to 
advocate library instruction 
as a means for developing 
competent  l ib rary  and 
information use as a part of 
life-long learning.  

Volume: 33 No. 3        March  2011

By Linda J. Goff

From The Vice President

GG reetings from sunny Cal i fornia!

There is so much going on with LIRT these days 
that i t  can be hard to keep up with the changes, 

including who is in charge.  So I  thought I ’d take a moment to te l l 
you a l i t t le about mysel f.    I ’ve been an instruct ion l ibrar ian,  or 



LIRT News is published quarterly  (September, 
December, March, June) by the Library Instruc�Ÿ on 
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Announcement of ALA Annual Program 2011
Catherine Johnson and Huifen Chang, Co-Chairs
LIRT invites you to join us for our conference program at the ALA Annual Conference in New Orleans, LA.  Details of the 
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Member A-LIRT 
Teri Shiel, Reference and Instruc�Ÿ on Librarian, Ely Library, Wes�ž ield State University

What brought you to LIRT, Teri?
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  Check These Out!, con�Ÿ nued on page 6

Chandler, Cullen J. and Alison S. Gregory. “Sleeping with the Enemy: Wikipedia in 
the College Classroom.” The History Teacher, 43.2 (2010): 247-257.

Chandler (a history professor) and Gregory (a librarian) describe their collabora�Ÿ ve 
e�+ orts to use Wikipedia to teach and reinforce informa�Ÿ on literacy concepts. 
The authors worked together to develop an Islamic history class project that 
involved researching and wri�Ÿ ng ar�Ÿ cles to post on Wikipedia. Students honed 
their technology skills by learning about the mechanics of Wikipedia, as well as 
the online course management system used for instruc�Ÿ on (Moodle).  The project 
was organized into various steps: a�L er learning about relevant library resources, 
the students researched their topics and wrote brief (four-to-Þ ve-page) dra�L  
papers for review by their professor.  A�L er receiving approval from their instructor, 
the students posted their work to Wikipedia. Next, the students monitored their 
work in order to review and comment on changes that other Wikipedia users 
contributed to their ar�Ÿ cles. The students developed a keen understanding 
of the dynamic nature of informa�Ÿ on presented on Wikipedia. Through their 
assessment of exis�Ÿ ng Wikipedia ar�Ÿ cles, students further honed their skills in 
cri�Ÿ cally evalua�Ÿ ng informa�Ÿ on. They learned that Wikipedia can some�Ÿ mes be 
appropriate for quick reference, but not necessarily for in-depth research.

Currie, Lea, et al. “Undergraduate Search Strategies and Evalua�Ÿ on Criteria: 
Searching for Credible Sources.” New Library World, 111.3/4 (2010): 113-124.

The authors surveyed students at the University of Kansas to determine what 
criteria undergraduates use to evaluate and select relevant cita�Ÿ ons for their 
research. The par�Ÿ cipants were given a typical research scenario (wri�Ÿ ng a 

Check These Out!   

Column co-authored by:
Sharon Ladenson, Gender Studies and Communica�Ÿ ons Librarian, 

Michigan State University Libraries (ladenson@msu.edu)
Benjamin Oberdick, Instruc�Ÿ on and Reference Librarian, Michigan State 

University Libraries (oberdic1@mail.lib.msu.edu)

Teaching students to cri�Ÿ cally evaluate informa�Ÿ on is a
    challenging process. Is using a checklist su�8  cient for evalua�Ÿ ng
   non-academic Web resources?  What are examples of tools to 
assess students’ abili�Ÿ es to evaluate informa�Ÿ on? Can we use 
Wikipedia as a tool to reinforce informa�Ÿ on literacy concepts 
(including evalua�Ÿ on of sources)? Do male and female students 
evaluate Wikipedia ar�Ÿ cles di�+
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two-page paper on au�Ÿ sm and vaccines) and their 
informa�Ÿ on-seeking behaviors were observed, recorded 
and analyzed. The authors found that only 32% of the 
sources cited were scholarly, and that par�Ÿ cipants 
did not use many of the standard criteria necessary 
for evalua�Ÿ ng resources. Given that a majority of the 
students had a�© ended a library instruc�Ÿ on session prior 
to par�Ÿ cipa�Ÿ ng in this study, the authors conclude that 
course-integrated library instruc�Ÿ on may not currently 
meet the needs of undergraduate students in developing 
their research and cri�Ÿ cal thinking skills. The authors 
recommend that librarians work more closely with 
teaching faculty to integrate informa�Ÿ on literacy and 
research skills into the curriculum.
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  LIRT Commi�© ee Reports, con�Ÿ nued on page 11

LIRT Commi�© ee Reports, con�Ÿ nued from page 9
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LIRT Commi�© ee Reports,  con�Ÿ nued from page 10

The Newsle�© er Commi�© ee will look into u�Ÿ lizing our tab in ALA 
Connect to post updates, to put polls to survey the newsle�© er 
audience about the features they would like to see, and to 
post biographies and pictures of our Newsle�© er Commi�© ee 
members. We will s�Ÿ ck to the same four publica�Ÿ on dates 
even though there is a quicker turnaround �Ÿ me now that the 
newsle�© er is online. These dates are Feb. 15, Apr. 15, July 
15, and Oct. 15. We took steps to support the Membership 
Commi�© ee by o�+ ering that any or all of the 2011 Newsle�© er 
alloca�Ÿ on that would have gone to mail service be redirected 
to membership in order for them to buy ß ash drives or other 
prac�Ÿ cal gi�L s to hand out at their Membership Pavilion. We 
will also let our readership know that publishing a short ar�Ÿ cle 
in the newsle�© er about instruc�Ÿ on/informa�Ÿ on literacy is a 
perk of membership.

8. Teaching, Learning, & Technology Commi�© ee
Dawn Amsberry and Kathy Rosa, Co-Chairs

The CMS and Libraries Literature Review is nearly ready for 
publica�Ÿ on and will be submi�© ed to LIRT News for the June 
issue. Kathy will assemble the Reference List for the Lit Review. 
The commi�© ee will be thinking of a new project to begin a�L er 
the Lit Review is completed. One idea previously discussed was 
to survey librarians about their use of CMS, and the commi�© ee 
will hold a virtual mee�Ÿ ng in February to discuss this.

9. Conference Program Commi�© ee
Hui-Fen Chang and Catherine Johnson, Co-Chairs

Five members of the Conference Program Commi�© ee a�© ended 
the Midwinter mee�Ÿ ng and met with the Transi�Ÿ ons-to-
College Commi�© ee to discuss the topic, session format and 
possible speakers for the 2011 Annual Program. The 2011 
Annual program will address the student transi�Ÿ on to college. 
It will be a panel session of speakers represen�Ÿ ng those most 
o�L en excluded from the conversa�Ÿ on: students, educators, 
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LIRT Events at ALA Midwinter 2011 in San Diego

The Library Instruc�Ÿ on Round Table (LIRT) Web Advisory Commi�© ee held a discussion forum, en�Ÿ tled “Share, Talk, and Write 
with Free Online Collabora�Ÿ on Tools.” 

Wai�Ÿ ng for the BITES with LIRT a�© endees.



 LIRT News, March 2011  http://fleetwood.baylor.edu/lirt/lirtnews/index.html                                                          13



14      http://fleetwood.baylor.edu/lirt/lirtnews/index.html                    LIRT News, March 2011

     LIRT Supports Spectrum Scholarship Program

LIRT is excited to announce that we will sponsor a 2011 Spectrum Scholar in support of the Spectrum 

Presiden�Ÿ al Ini�Ÿ a�Ÿ ve.  The $6,500 contribu�Ÿ on will support one MLIS student fully.  That student will be  named 

a LIRT Spectrum Scholar.  More informa�Ÿ
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 Science Cita�Ÿ on Index: Author Finder

By Meredith Ayers, Science Librarian, 
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A�+ ec�Ÿ ve Learning Outcomes for Library Instruc�Ÿ on /  
ACRL-IS Current Topics Discussion
Is cogni�Ÿ on king, or is it our job, as librarians and Informa�Ÿ on 
Literacy  instructors, to make our students comfortable so 
that cogni�Ÿ on takes place more easily and seamlessly?  This 
ques�Ÿ on, posed by Robert Schroeder of Portland State 
University, led the ACRL-IS Discussion to an interac�Ÿ ve, highly-
engaging, and thought-provoking discussion on “A�+ ec�Ÿ ve 
Learning Outcomes for Library Instruc�Ÿ on.”   The overarching 
ques�Ÿ on revolved around whether or not librarians and IL 
instructors should, and could, include these outcomes in 
instruc�Ÿ on and, if so, how could they go about the business 
of doing so.  The discussion was moderated by Jaena 
Hollingsworth, Assistant Librarian, Indiana University-Purdue 
University Indianapolis, with speakers Robert Schroeder of 
Portland State University and Ellysa Stern Cahoy of Penn State 
University Libraries.  The large audience in a�© endance was 
broken into mul�Ÿ ple groups and given several handouts which 
included:

A 5-column A�+ ec�Ÿ ve Outcomes Worksheet• 
The Constance Mellon Theory of Library Anxiety • 
Carol Kuhlthau’s Informa�Ÿ on Search Process (ISP) Model  • 
A First Discussion, Second Discussion, and Last Discussion • 
Point sheets 

The major thrust of the discussion centered on the ques�Ÿ on 
of how a�+ ec�Ÿ ve learning outcomes can Þ nd a place in 
informa�Ÿ on literacy standards, and more importantly, how we 
as librarians and informa�Ÿ on literacy instructors can teach to 
the a�+ ec�Ÿ ve emo�Ÿ onal needs of our students as well as build 
conÞ dence in students as they navigate Þ nding informa�Ÿ on.

Groups were given discussion point sheets and asked to look 
at their par�Ÿ cular model (Mellon or Kuhlthau) and think about 
students they have seen in their library instruc�Ÿ on sessions 
or at the reference desk. Then through the lens of the model 
in hand, they were to think about the various a�+ ec�Ÿ ve needs 
their students have shown.  Each individual in the group was 
asked to write down some examples he or she had seen. 
Reports from the Mellon and Kuhlthau groups revealed that 
Mellon was correct in the sugges�Ÿ ons that students felt alone, 
that askus a
Melt alone,  on. �+�



18      http://fleetwood.baylor.edu/lirt/lirtnews/index.html                    LIRT News, March 2011

engagement in an intense environmental scan with an eye to 
possible future innova�Ÿ ons, changes, or events that would 
a�+ ect libraries and their func�Ÿ on in the Þ �L
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Reference Discussion Group / ACRL-LES
This discussion was led by co-chairs, Chad Cur�Ÿ s, New York 
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HathiTrust, con�Ÿ nued from page 22

  TECH TALK, con�Ÿ nued on page 23

Project, this predic�Ÿ on has become bogus, and the birth of a “na�Ÿ onal digital library” may be on the horizon.  Roy Tennant 
goes as far to say that HathiTrust “is the closest thing we have to a Na�Ÿ onal Digital Library, and it’s fairly close from a variety of 
perspec�Ÿ ves:”  7+ million volumes (4+ million book �Ÿ tles); an access and preserva�Ÿ on vision; “technical chops” (represented by 
the implementa�Ÿ on of a large-scale search engine); and governance (represented by the proposed “cons�Ÿ tu�Ÿ onal conven�Ÿ on”).  
(h�© p://blog.libraryjournal.com/tennantdigitallibraries/2010/11/19/the-hathi-trust-is-our-na�Ÿ onal-digital-library/)

If you work in a library that is considering HathiTrust membership, it is an endeavor worth serious delibera�Ÿ on, not because your 
users can download the full content of an e-book, not because print-disabled users can easily access the full text content, and 
not because your users can more easily create permanent “collec�Ÿ ons” with which they can work.  Instead, choose to partner 
with HathiTrust so your library can contribute to and beneÞ t from the forma�Ÿ on of a na�Ÿ onal digital library.  In the HathiTrust 
December update, the execu�Ÿ ve director of HathiTrust states that “HathiTrust’s value as a pivotal resource in viewing and the 
aggrega�Ÿ on of our collec�Ÿ ons beneÞ ts from growth. Building comprehensive and accessible online collec�Ÿ ons is a necessary part 
of our strategy for designing e�+ ec�Ÿ ve print storage and access strategies.” (h�© p://www.hathitrust.org/updates_december2010)  

The future of HathiTrust is as bright as the contribu�Ÿ ng partners choose to make it.  Researchers will have unparalleled access to 
a growing body of scholarly digital content -- historic and new. New Þ elds of research will evolve with the ability to data mine the 
rich content in HathiTrust, and once HathiTrust is a TRAC compliant (Trustworthy Repository Audit and Cer�Ÿ Þ ca�Ÿ on) repository, 
librarians can make strategic decisions to de-accession physical volumes, making more e�+ ec�Ÿ ve use of limited space.  (h�© p://
www.crl.edu/archiving-preserva�Ÿ on/digital-archives/metrics-assessing-and-cer�Ÿ fying) 

Yes, there is a giant elephant in the room: it is HathiTrust and it is good.

Addi�Ÿ onal Resources

Albanese, Andrew. “The LJ Academic Newswire Newsmaker Interview: John Wilkin, Michigan Associate University Librarian and 
Execu�Ÿ ve Director of HathiTrust.” LJ Academic Newswire (2008) <h�© p://www.libraryjournal.com/ar�Ÿ cle/CA6606073.html> 

Ashmore, Beth. “HathiTrust: A Digital Repository for Libraries, by Libraries.” <h�© p://newsbreaks.infotoday.com/NewsBreaks/
HathiTrust-A-Digital-Repository-for-Libraries-by-Libraries-51225.asp>. 

Brunning, Dennis, and George Machovec. “An Interview with John P. Wilkin, Execu�Ÿ ve Director of HathiTrust.” Charleston Advisor 
12.1 (2010): 51-2.  

Burton-West, Tom. “HathiTrust Large Scale Search.” 2010. <h�© p://www.hathitrust.org/documents/HathiTrust-
LuceneRevolu�Ÿ on-201010.ppt>. 

“CIC, UC Launch HathiTrust Shared Digital Repository.” Advanced Technology Libraries 37.11 (2008): 1-10.  

Courant, Paul N., and John Wilkin. “Building “Above-Campus” Library Services.” Educause Review 45.4 (2010): 74-5.  

“CRL Undertakes Assessment of Por�Ÿ co and HathiTrust.” Library Hi Tech News 26.5 (2009): 25-6.  

Ewing, Renata. Hathi Trust Digital Library | Renata’s Digital Library Review�©C



 LIRT News, March 2011  http://fleetwood.baylor.edu/lirt/lirtnews/index.html                                                          23





 LIRT News, March 2011  http://fleetwood.baylor.edu/lirt/lirtnews/index.html                                                          25



26      http://fleetwood.baylor.edu/lirt/lirtnews/index.html                    LIRT News, March 2011

ng/midwinter/
generalinforma�Ÿ on/index.
cfm

h�© p://w wwwwww f.facacebebooook.k com/hohohohohohohhhhhhohoooooo

o

oho

ooooo

o

o


