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W hat another terrific conference!  The 
conference program really hit a home run 
with our guest speakers.  I heard a lot of 
good feedback.  

Since this is my last column as President, I want to thank 
the Execu�Ÿ ve Board, Steering commi�© ee, and all the com-
mi�© ee members for their hard work during my term as 
president.  You have made my term a most rewarding and 
pleasurable experience!  I am so honored to have worked 
with so many wonderful and talented librarians.  

From The Past President
By Linda Colding, LIRT Past President

If you would be interested in running for a LIRT o�8  ce or you 
know of another LIRT member you would like to nominate, 
please let me know by mid-September.  Just make sure you 
Treasurer-elect: Barbara Hopkins
Secretary: Mardi Maha�+ y
Past President: Linda K. Colding
RT Councilor: Timothy P. Grimes
Sta�+  Liaison: Darlena Davis
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T he 2009 ALA-LIRT Conference 
Program, “Preparing Yourself to 
Teach: Touching all the Bases”, 
discussed what instructors can do 

before, during and a�L er sessions to improve teaching. 
Over 230 a�© ended the program to hear Lisa Hinchli�+ e 
and Beth Woodard, both of the University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign, and Monika Antonelli, Minnesota 
State University Mankato, cover the bases.

Up Þ rst was Lisa Hinchli�+ e, Coordinator for Informa-
�Ÿ on Literacy Services and recently elected president 
elect of ACRL, who discussed Assessment as Learn-
ing.  Hinchli�+ e reminded us that assessment should 
be performed for the purpose of improving instruc-
�Ÿ on, rather than for purposes of accredita�Ÿ on or re-
view.  Assessing the e�+ ec�Ÿ veness of the instructor 
improves both the instruc�Ÿ on as well as the student’s 
learning.  Hinchli�+
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Organization & Planning Committee 
Commi�© ee Chairperson: Vibiana Bowman Cvetkovic

The main task for the commi�© ee remains planning of 
the LIRT retreat. The following ac�Ÿ on items were gen-
erated at the mee�Ÿ ng:

The Retreat will be held on the Friday before Annual 
2010 (Washington, DC). A ques�Ÿ on arose as to wheth-
er LIRT can call the retreat as “pre-conference” ac-
cording to established ALA guidelines since we will not 
be charging an a�© endance fee. Vibiana Cvetkovic will 
check with LIRT liaison Darlena Davis for clariÞ ca�Ÿ on 
before close on this Annual.

Giveaway items for the a�© endees will be purchased 
by Ti�+ any Hebb. The commi�© ee has agreed on bags, 
notebooks and pens. Ti�+ any will check back with the 
commi�© ee online by the target date of September 15.
The commi�© ee needs to Þ nd and select a facilitator 
for the retreat. Vibiana Cvetkovic will ask ALA Confer-
ence planning o�8  ce for recommenda�Ÿ ons. Commi�© ee 
will ask members of LIRT Exec for recommenda�Ÿ ons at 
Exec II this Annual.

There will be a maximum of 50 a�© endees at the 
retreat. Target date for sending out a “Hold the date” 
invita�Ÿ on is September 15. The new Organiza�Ÿ on and 
Planning Chair, Linda Colding, will oversee the mailing 
of the invites. Ini�Ÿ al a�© endee list includes: 

Execu�Ÿ ve Commi�© ee (elected and appointed)
Steering Commi�©�©Þ�Ÿwill ask members u�Ÿ
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Instruction Related Events, continued on page  8
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Illuminating New Instruction Research: 
Applying Research to Practice / ACRL 
Instruction Section
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Check These Out!

Providing informa�Ÿ on literacy in-
struc�Ÿ on to graduate students 
provides unique challenges and 
opportuni�Ÿ es. What are some techniques 

to assess the informa�Ÿ on needs of graduate students? 
How can we engage graduate students in the library 
instruc�Ÿ on classroom? What do graduate students 
appreciate most about library resources and services? 
Check these out, and enjoy!

Ho�+ mann, Kris�Ÿ n et al. "Library Research Skills: A 
Needs Assessment for Graduate Student Workshops." 
Issues in Science and Technology Librarianship. Winter-
Spring 2008. 7 July 2009. <h�© p://www.istl.org/08-
winter/refereed1.html>

The authors summarize the assessment process for 
preparing a comprehensive series of informa�Ÿ on 
literacy programs for graduate students at the Univer-
sity of Western Ontario's Taylor Library. The librarians 
conducted a survey and met with graduate students 
and faculty in focus groups in order to assess the stu-
dents' past experiences with library instruc�Ÿ on, and to 
determine whether speciÞ c workshop topics would be 
useful. More than half of the survey respondents had 
received prior instruc�Ÿ on speciÞ c to database search-
ing, using library catalogs, forma�«  ng 
cita�Ÿ ons, and conduc�Ÿ ng a literature re-
view. All of the students reported having 
challenges with Þ . Winter-  ons, and j 0 Tw -18.398 -1.2 Tf 0, Tw 3.uchenges 12(a)]007 July 2009. ass ha�©�Ÿ
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ence assistance speciÞ c to library services, technology, 
and collec�Ÿ ons. 

Macauley, Peter and Rosemary Green. "Can Our Rela-
�Ÿ onships Be Reconceptualized? Librarians, Informa�Ÿ on 
Literacy, and Doctoral Learners." Journal of Educati on for 
Library and Informati on Science 50.2 (Spring 2009): 68-78.

Macauley and Green review two studies (based on 
their own doctoral research) that focus on informa-
�Ÿ on literacy in the context of mul�Ÿ disciplinary gradu-
ate studies.  The Þ rst study explored quan�Ÿ ta�Ÿ ve data 
speciÞ c to approximately 2000 Australian doctoral 
students in the arts, humani�Ÿ es, social sciences, educa-
�Ÿ on, and sciences, as well as their supervisors. Qualita-
�Ÿ ve research (interviews with sixty doctoral candidates 
and twelve doctoral supervisors) was also conducted 
for the Þ rst study. The second study involved interview-
ing academic librarians, doctoral advisors, and doctoral 
students in order to assess how Ph.D. students learn to 
conduct literature reviews, and what they learn from 
the process.  The authors found that the students o�L en 
developed informa�Ÿ on literacy skills independently, 
without seeking assistance from librarians (graduate 
students under25 years of age were less inclined to 
consult a librarian than those over 55).  The authors 
highly recommend that librarians engage graduate 
students in careful dialogue in order to assess their 
diverse needs. 

Rempel, Hannah Gascho and Jeanne Davidson. "Pro-
viding Informa�Ÿ on Literacy Instruc�Ÿ on to Graduate 
Students through Literature Review Workshops." Issues 
in Science and Technology Librarianship. Winter-Spring 
2008. 7 July 2009. <h�© p://www.istl.org/08-winter/ref-
ereed2.html>

Providing informa�Ÿ on literacy instruc�Ÿ on at the gradu-
ate level presents many challenges. Faculty members 
o�L en assume that graduate students have acquired 
research skills prior to star�Ÿ ng their programs, and, 
consequently, they may not incorporate library instruc-
�Ÿ on into their courses. Graduate students o�L en rely on 
their peers for research advice, and �Ÿ me constraints 
limit their willingness to learn about new library 
resources and search strategies. In order to overcome 
such obstacles, librarians at Oregon State University 
(OSU) designed informa�Ÿ on literacy programs speciÞ -
cally for graduate students. The OSU library appointed 

a graduate services coordinator who researched such 
services at other libraries, and conducted a survey to 
assess the user needs of incoming graduate stu-
dents. Next, the library developed a graduate student 
services commi�© ee to design and conduct programs 
for students at the graduate level. Based on a review 
of the research conducted by the graduate services 
coordinator, the commi�©
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Many factors, including professional 
standards, our ins�Ÿ tu�Ÿ ons, and our own 
sense of librarianship create high expec-
ta�Ÿ ons for library instruc�Ÿ on programs. 

When one considers the Þ ve competency standards, it 
can be di�8  cult to even consider a�© emp�Ÿ ng to squeeze 
that much informa�Ÿ on into two hours of class �Ÿ me (one 
in the Fall and one in the Spring).  It's really not pos-
sible.  Some libraries with larger sta�+ s have been able to 
convince faculty members to have their students come 
to the library for several sessions in a semester.  If you 
have a small sta�+  this is not feasible.  You also must have 
faculty that are willing to give up those class hours to 
library instruc�Ÿ on.  Another op�Ÿ on is to develop for-
credit informa�Ÿ on literacy programs.  This also takes 
support on several levels from your ins�Ÿ tu�Ÿ on and may 
not be prac�Ÿ cal for every library. Fortunately, these are 
no longer the only op�Ÿ ons an instruc�Ÿ on coordinator 
has when considering ways to increase and improve 
informa�Ÿ on literacy instruc�Ÿ on.  

At Samford, we are one of 
those libraries with a smaller 
sta�+ .  Our program is similar to 
most.  We see a majority of freshmen in connec-
�Ÿ on with a required core wri�Ÿ ng course.  We found that 
the one-shot session at the beginning of the semester 
just was not su�8  cient.  Many students s�Ÿ ll ended com-
ing back to the reference desk with issues that were cov-
ered in the instruc�Ÿ on session.  We frequently received 
feedback from professors that resources being cited by 
their students were not in line with their expecta�Ÿ ons.  
In the students' defense, it can be di�8  cult to process 
and remember large amounts of unfamiliar informa-
�Ÿ on when stu�+ ed into a 50 minute session.  ”Cramming 
in" all that wonderful informa�Ÿ on was not mee�Ÿ ng our 
standards, so we needed to take a di�+ erent approach.

    We don't have enough reference librarians to cover 
two or three sessions per semester.  Even if we did, it 
would be di�8  cult to get buy-in from faculty to give up 
that much class �Ÿ me for library instruc�Ÿ on.  A for-credit 
course is not prac�Ÿ cal for us either.  So we went to the 
literature to see what was working for similar libraries 
and cra�L ed an approach that would enable more librar-
ian interac�Ÿ on with students without using too much 
class �Ÿ me or sta�+  �Ÿ me.  

    We approached the faculty of the core wri�Ÿ ng course 
and proposed embedding a librarian in their on-line 
course space (using Blackboard in our case).  We s�Ÿ ll 
started with the tradi�Ÿ onal, in-person one hour instruc-
�Ÿ on session.  The next step was to embed a librarian 
in the Blackboard space to supplement informa�Ÿ on 
literacy instruc�Ÿ on over the dura�Ÿ on of the semester.  
This caused no extra work for the professor.  They simply 
added the librarian to the course.   The wri�Ÿ ng instructors 
were also asked to incorporate the library component 
into the students' par�Ÿ cipa�Ÿ on grade.  This step provided 
a clear and necessary incen�Ÿ ve to get the students to par-
�Ÿ cipate in the informa�Ÿ on literacy instruc�Ÿ on discussion. 
 Each week the students were asked ques�Ÿ ons or prompt-
ed to respond to statements using the Blackboard discus-
sion board feature.  All ques�Ÿ ons were designed to make 
them think about informa�Ÿ on literacy, library resources, 
and the research process.  When possible, ques�Ÿ ons 

were tailored to Þ
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Photos from ALA Annual 2009 in Chicago!
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Last, there is a strong push to ensure that students have “21st century” literacy, which includes:
•   Digital literacy – the ability to communicate with an ever-expanding community to discuss issues, gather infor-
ma�Ÿ on, and seek help;
•   Global literacy – the capacity to read, interpret, respond, and contextualize messages from a global 
perspec�Ÿ ve;
•  Technology literacy – the ability to use computers and other technology to improve learning, produc-
�Ÿ vity, and performance;
•  Visual literacy – the ability to understand, produce, and communicate through visual images;
•  Informa�Ÿ on literacy – the ability to Þ nd, evaluate, and synthesize informa�Ÿ on. (Robin 224)
  
Consequently, in recent years numerous ar�Ÿ cles have been wri�© en to demonstrate the beneÞ ts (for 
both students and instructors) of digital storytelling as a teaching and learning tool (Benmayor; Cov-
entry; Gregory and Steelman; Kulla-Abbo�©  and Polman; Leon; More; Nelson, Hull, and Roche-Smith; 
Nixon; Oppermann; Royer and Richards; and Sadik).  Some of these beneÞ ts include enabling the reten-
�Ÿ on of informa�Ÿ on, developing cri�Ÿ cal thinking skills and improving communica�Ÿ on. 

Digital storytelling – by its very nature – is a social ac�Ÿ vity and, consequently, ß ourishes in a social envi-
ronment.  Therefore, learning the concepts of digital storytelling within a social context is the most ap-
propriate technique.  In the mul�Ÿ -day workshops provided by the Center for Digital Storytelling (h�© p://
www.storycenter.org/services.html), a�© endees have the opportunity to learn and implement digital 
storytelling processes (script development, storyboarding, produc�Ÿ on, edi�Ÿ ng, etc.) and use appropriate 
digital tools (so�L ware and hardware); but – more importantly – they have the opportunity to develop 
and share their stories with others (in story circles) and through this social interac�Ÿ on, they redeÞ ne 
and reÞ ne their stories into e�+ ec�Ÿ ve, if not powerful, statements

If a�© endance at a digital storytelling workshop is not possible – at least ini�Ÿ ally – there are a number of 
tools available that can assist in the development and evalua�Ÿ on of digital stories, including:
•  Alan Levine’s “50+ Web 2.0 Ways to Tell a Story  – h�© p://cogdogroo.wikispaces.com/50+Ways 
•  Alan Levine’s “The 50 Tools” – h�© p://cogdogroo.wikispaces.com/StoryTools 
•  American Film Ins�Ÿ tute ScreenNa�Ÿ on -- Learn -- h�© p://www.screenna�Ÿ on.aÞ .com/Learn.aspx
•  Create – h�© p://digitalstorytelling.coe.uh.edu/ge�«  ng_started.html
•  Elements of Digital Storytelling – h�© p://www.inms.umn.edu/elements/ 
•  Evalua�Ÿ 
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•  Emo�Ÿ onal Content – emo�Ÿ onally engaging the audience and also exposing the emo�Ÿ onal vulnerabil-
ity of the storyteller;
•  The Gi�L  of Your Voice – the storyteller’s voice (literal voice) in the narra�Ÿ ve;
•  The Power of the Soundtrack – the power that music and/or sound e�+ ects can provide to a story – 
which is a double-edged sword in that selected music makes a signiÞ cant impact on a digital story, but 
it also brings signiÞ cant copyright issues to the table;
•  Economy – stories are “e�+ ec�Ÿ vely illustrated with a small number of images and videos and a rela-
�Ÿ vely short text”, through the use of implicit vs. explicit illustra�Ÿ ons, metaphors, and symbolism;
•  Pacing – the “�Ÿ ming”, “rhythm”, “beat” of the story.

Below is a list of libraries (and even one library vendor) that have experimented with digital storytell-
ing:
•  Cengage Thomson Librareo – h�© p://www.gale.cengage.com/librar�+
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Should libraries make use of digital storytelling?  All libraries have stories to tell and connec�Ÿ ons to 
build within their communi�Ÿ es.  Digital storytelling – if done e�+ ec�Ÿ vely – can be a powerful tool.  End-
ing with the words of Fields and Diaz:

“The Þ nal big lesson of digital storytelling is . . . the lesson of how transforma�Ÿ onal digital storytelling 
can be not only in telling the library’s story, but also in discovering the library’s story.  Digital storytell-
ing allows us to talk to each other reß ec�Ÿ vely and to engage our users in conversa�Ÿ on about libraries.”  
(Fields and Diaz, viii)

Additi onal Resources

"Seven Things You should Know about. . . Digital Storytelling." EDUCAUSE Learning Ini�Ÿ a�Ÿ ve, 2007. 
<h�© p://net.educause.edu/ir/library/pdf/ELI7021.pdf>. 
Adamson, Pat, et al. "Digital Storytelling in the Classroom: New Media Pathways to Literacy, Learning, 
and Crea�Ÿ vity." School Library Journal 54 (2008): 78. 
Aiken, Mitch. "AFI's Center for Student Film." TechEdge 27.2 (2007): 21-3.
Alexander, Bryan, and Alan Levine. "Web 2.0 Storytelling: Emerging of a New Genre." Educause Review 
43.6 (2008): 40-56. 
Benmayor, Rina. "Digital Storytelling as a Signature Pedagogy for the New Humani�Ÿ es." Arts & Humani-
ti es in Higher Educati on 7.2 (2008): 188-204. 
Bolch, Ma�© . "Show and Tell." T H E Journal 35.5 (2008): 28-30.
Coventry, Michael. "Engaging Gender: Student Applica�Ÿ on of Theory through Digital Storytelling." Arts 
& Humaniti es in Higher Educati on 7.2 (2008): 205-19.
Crane, Beverley. "Digital Storytelling Changes the Way We Write Stories." Informati on Searcher 18.1 
(2008): 1-9,35.
"Digital storytelling - Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia."  <h�© p://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Digital_storytell-
ing>.
Bellingham, Daryll.  Discovering Digital Stories. 2008. <h�© p://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=3yU8zE5LBBY>  
"The Educa�Ÿ onal Uses of Digital Storytelling." University of Houston. 2008. <h�© p://digitalstorytelling.
coe.uh.edu/index.html>. 
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Kulla-Abbo�© , Therese, and Joseph L. Polman. "Engaging Student Voice and FulÞ lling Curriculum Goals 
with Digital Stories." THEN: Technology, Humaniti es, Educati on & Narrati ve. (Spring 2008): 38-60.
Lambert, Joe. Digital Storytelling: Capturing Lives, Creati ng Community. 2nd ed. Berkeley, CA: Digital 
Diner Press, 2006. 
Leon, Sharon M. "Slowing Down, Talking Back, and Moving Forward: Some Reß ec�Ÿ ons on Digital Story-
telling in the Humani�Ÿ es Curriculum." Arts & Humaniti es in Higher Educati on 7.2 (2008): 220-3.
McLellan, Hilary. "Digital Storytelling in Higher Educa�Ÿ on." Journal of Computi ng in Higher Educati on 
19.1 (2007): 65-79.
Miller, Carolyn Handler. Digital Storytelling: A Creator's Guide to Interacti ve Entertainment. Boston, MA: 
Elsevier/Focal Press, 2004. 
More, Cori. "Digital Stories Targe�Ÿ ng Social Skills for Children with Disabili�Ÿ es: Mul�Ÿ dimensional Learn-
ing." Interventi on in School & Clinic 43.3 (2008): 168-77.
Nelson, Mark Evan, Glynda A. Hull, and Jeeva Roche-Smith. "Challenges of Mul�Ÿ media Self-Presenta-
�Ÿ on." Writt en Communicati on 25.4 (2008): 415-40.
Nixon, Althea Sco�© . "Media�Ÿ ng Social Thought through Digital Storytelling." Pedagogies 4.1 (2009): 63-
76.
Ohler, Jason. "Art, Storytelling, Technology and Educa�Ÿ on: Resources for Educators, Parents, Innovators." 
2009. <h�© p://www.jasonohler.com/storytelling/>. 
Oppermann, Ma�© hias. "Digital Storytelling and American Studies Cri�Ÿ cal Trajectories from the Emo�Ÿ onal 
to the Epistemological." Arts & Humaniti es in Higher Educati on 7.2 (2008): 171-87. 
Paul, Nora, and Chris�Ÿ na Fiebich. "The Elements of Digital Storytelling." University of Minnesota. <h�© p://
www.inms.umn.edu/elements/>. 
Robin, Bernard R. "Digital Storytelling: A Powerful Technology Tool for the 21st Century Classroom." 
Theory Into Practi ce 47.3 (2008): 220-8.
---. The Educa�Ÿ onal Uses of Digital Storytelling. University of Houston. <h�© p://fp.coe.uh.edu/brobin/
homepage/Educaional-Uses-DS.pdf> 
Royer, Regina, and Patricia Richards. "Digital Storytelling." Learning & Leading with Technology 36.3 
(2008): 29-31.
Sadik, Alaa. "Digital Storytelling: A Meaningful Technology-Integrated Approach for Engaged Student 
Learning." Educati onal Technology Research & Development 56.4 (2008): 487-506. 
Spiro, Lisa. Show Me a Story: Digital Storytelling. Rice University, Fondren Library, 2008. <h�© p://library.
rice.edu/services/dmc/online_guides/video/DigitalStorytelling2009>  

As always, send ques�Ÿ ons and comments to:
Snail Mail:
Billie Peterson-Lugo
Moody Memorial Library
Baylor University
One Bear Place #97148
Waco, TX  76798-7148

E-Mail:  billie_peterson@baylor.edu
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Library Instruction Round Table News
c/o Darlena Davis
American Library Association
50 E. Huron Street
Chicago, IL 60611

Adult Learners
This commi�© ee is charged with 
assis�Ÿ ng library professionals 
to more e�+ ec�Ÿ vely serve adult 
learners.

Conference Program 
This commi�© ee shall be respon-
sible for annual program prepa-
ra�Ÿ on and presenta�Ÿ on.

Liaison
This commi�© ee shall ini�Ÿ ate and 
maintain communica�Ÿ on with 
groups within the American Li-
brary Associa�Ÿ on dealing with 
issues relevant to library instruc-
�Ÿ on and shall disseminate infor-
ma�Ÿ on about these groups’ ac-
�Ÿ vi�Ÿ es.

Membership
This commi�© ee shall be respon-
sible for publicizing the Round 
Table’s purposes, ac�Ÿ vi�Ÿ es and 
image; and for promo�Ÿ ng mem-
bership in the Round Table.

Newsle�© er 
The commi�© ee shall be respon-
sible for solici�Ÿ ng ar�Ÿ cles, and 
preparing and distribu�Ÿ ng LIRT 
News.

Organiza�Ÿ on and Planning
 This commi�© ee shall be respon-
sible for long-range planning 
and making recommenda�Ÿ ons 
to guide the future direc�Ÿ on of 
LIRT. 

Research
The commi�© ee will iden�Ÿ fy, re-
view, and disseminate informa-
�Ÿ on about in-depth state-of-
the-art research about library 
instruc�Ÿ on for all types of librar-
ies.

Teaching, Learning, and 
Technology
This commi�© ee will be responsi-
ble for iden�Ÿ fying and promo�Ÿ ng 
the use of technology in library 
instruc�Ÿ on. 

Top 20
This commi�© ee shall be respon-
sible for monitoring the library 
instruc�Ÿ on literature and iden�Ÿ -
fying high quality library-instruc-
�Ÿ on related ar�Ÿ cles from all types 
of libraries. 

Transi�Ÿ ons to College
This commi�© ee builds and sup-
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Please see our online committee volunteer form at
http://www3.baylor.edu/LIRT/volform.html

Photos in this issue by Susan Gangl


