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I returned from Chicago on June 27, and I think I stopped
sweating on or about July 3 (thanks to the wonder of air
conditioning). . . All those who were in the Windy City for ALA
Annual 2005 know that it was HOT!

But before I go on, though, allow me to introduce myself—I
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Susan Sykes Berry, Chair of the Conference Program
Committee, welcomed the audience to the LIRT’s 2005
annual program on Sunday, June 27.

Carol Carson Schuetz, LIRT Vice President/President Elect,
standing in for Cynthia Akers, LIRT President, thanked
those responsible for the Membership Fair and program,
and welcomed the speakers.

Susan Sykes-Berry introduced the panel of speakers:
Julie Hyde-Porter, a school teacher librarian, and Susan
Roberts, a Social Studies teacher and library liaison from
Cherry Creek High School in Denver, Colorado; James
Krusling, First Year Experience Librarian from the
University of Cincinnati; and Aaron Schmidt, a Reference
Librarian from Thomas Ford Memorial Library.

Susan Roberts and Julie Hyde-Porter began their
presentation by stating that faculty and students need to
learn to be more discriminating and evaluative. Looking at
pictures from a bygone era of teaching in a factory/
agricultural society, she asked, “Where’s the energy?
Where’s the fun?” We are used to a system of pounding
information into students, but today’s information age
demands so much more that we need to develop a new
model of teaching. We need to ask more open-ended
questions, and get high schools advocating critical thinking
skills just as much as colleges.

Today’s students need to be responsible and most
especially develop a connection to their own learning
through their 1) Heart—connection with others 2) Head—
critical thinking/discipline and 3) Soul—passion for
learning. Hyde-Porter also focused on how essential it is
for the students to be introduced to the human resources
available to them in the library and the importance of
communication and continual feedback—what does the
teacher do? What does the library do? In addition, she
stressed the important process of collecting and
evaluating sources using these steps: Select—Read—
Think—Take notes—Read. Students also need to be able
to ask themselves “What am I missing?” or “Is there
another source I could be using?” Finally, evaluation is
essential. She ended with this quote: “The person, who
knows what, can do the task. The person, who knows how,
will be in charge.” Roberts and Hyde-Porter also
demonstrated how, for their library media center sessions,
they use a planning document that clearly establishes the
responsibilities of the teacher/librarian, as well as the
objectives for the assignment.

Aaron Schmidt focused on how public libraries can help
make teenagers less intimated about using libraries,
including college libraries. He opened his presentation,
entitled “Of Horses and Water,” by demonstrating that in
teen-speak, B.I. =ZZZZZZZZZ—meaning, a time to take a

nap. To counter this notion and teens’ perceptions of the
library, Schmidt offered the following suggestions:

1) Try to create a learning environment.
2) Try to create a teen-friendly library: food

and drinks; remote access databases;
instant messaging; games in the library.
Convey the atmosphere that “We’re
friendly.”

3) Try to be user-centered. If teens are in the
library, they are willing . . . so don’t blow it!
Teens are easily turned off by attitudes.
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Jeff Knapp, like many in our profession, combines a love of
information with a variety of interests and experiences. After
receiving his BA in Foreign Service and International
Politics and a Minor in History, he put his liberal arts
degree to work in the marketing and service departments
of a large corporation. A stint as a “weatherman” followed—
but behind the scenes as an operations project
manager—he didn’t get to point at maps on TV. After seven
years in corporate America, Jeff acted on his information
passion (he is self-proclaimed zealot) and earned his
MSLS from Clarion University of Pennsylvania. In 2004,
shortly after he received his library degree, he joined LIRT
and jumped right on to the Newsletter committee. His
enthusiasm and warm personality caused him to quickly
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As the “Check These Out” columnist, I am happy to review
recent literature on information literacy and library
instruction. The articles listed in this column focus on
information literacy and the free Web. How effective are the
research methodologies used for assessing instruction on
Web resources? What are some new ways of teaching
students to critically evaluate Web sites? How can
librarians use Google to teach information literacy
concepts? Check these out, and enjoy!

Buschman, J. & D.A. Warner. “Researching and shaping
information literacy initiatives in relation to the Web:
some framework problems and needs.” The Journal of
Academic Librarianship 31.1 (2005): 12–18.

Buschman and Warner question the framework and
conclusions of selected studies on information literacy
initiatives specific to the free Web. Warner’s previous
research illustrates that information literacy skills are
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Adult Learners Committee
Carole R. Burke, Chair

The Adult Learners Committee welcomed some new
members to the fold since Mid-Winter and they were
introduced to the rest of the committee.
     Completed goals from last year were discussed,
including the Mid-Winter Discussion Group, articles for
LIRT News, and updated Adult Learners Resource web
pages.
     Suggestions for 2005/2006 goals were discussed,
including a survey, co-sponsor presentation, and
enhancements to the committee’s web pages. Also
considered were articles for LIRT News, notable instruction
practices for adult learners, and moving the listserv.
     The goals decided on for 2005/2006 are to prepare
articles for LIRT News, the notable practices web pages,
and to investigate survey possibilities.

Conference Program Committee
Sue Sykes Berry, Chair

The first part of the meeting was spent in preparation of the
following day’s LIRT program, followed by a discussion of
the need to split the chair’s job into a co-chair
arrangement, with one person being in charge of the next
year’s program and the other person having the
responsibility for the program two years forward. This was
deemed a good compromise, considering the changes
that ALA has instituted. Julie Elliott and Kara Gust agreed to
be the co-chairs, with Julie doing the 2006 conference and
Kara doing the 2007.
     The second half of the meeting was spent with the
Teaching, Learning, and Technology Committee in
discussion of the conference program for 2006. Some
vendors are in place, but they need to be firmed up by
October 1st. Conference Committee will be responsible for
the E-poster sessions and will send a message to
listservs in November asking for submissions.
     Conference Committee is considering two speakers:
Tim Magee, from the University of Philadelphia, or Dr. Scott
Brandt, who has just written a book on instructional design.
The committee is leaning towards Brandt as first choice.
The speaker will speak first for about 45 minutes, followed
by the technology fair with the E-posters.
     Topic ideas for the 2007 program were discussed,
including the ETS testing service, the program from the
user’s view, federated searching, and the redesign of
teaching spaces for the “electronic generation.”

Liaison Committee
Lori Critz, Chair

The Liaison Committee reviewed the list compiled by the
Committee Chair, Lori Critz, of non-LIRT instruction-related

Committee Conference Reports

programs and meetings at ALA Annual 2005. Each member
present then committed to attend and provide summaries
of two such programs for LIRT News. The Chair will then
compile, edit, and submit the summaries to the editor of
LIRT News.
     The Committee also reviewed their proposed charge
document, which delineates the new liaison roles the
Committee has been assigned as a result of the strategic
changes adopted after the LIRT Retreat. This document
was submitted to Steering for approval.

Long-Range Planning Committee
Anne Houston, Chair

The draft of the LIRT strategic plan was finished. Anne
Houston will make some suggested changes and send
the final version of the draft out to the Committee, after
which it go to the Steering and Executive Committees for
discussion. Ultimately the plan should be added to the
LIRT web site and revisited regularly by the members of
this Committee.
     Stephanie Michel suggested that an ad hoc committee
be formed to recommend future directions for the LIRT
archives. This committee could include the current
Archivist, Webmaster, and Incoming Past President. We
hope that the committee can make a recommendation by
Mid-Winter. Stephanie will take the proposal to the
Executive Committee.
     Note: This Committee met with the Organization &
Bylaws Committee, since these two committees have been
combined into Organization & Planning.

Newsletter Committee
Caryl Gray, Chair

The meeting was devoted to transitioning leadership of the
committee. During Executive Committee I, Jeffrey Knapp
was approved as committee chair and LIRT News editor.
     Newsletter deadlines (submission to the editor and
content to the production editor) were reviewed, as were
the guidelines and content for each issue. Information
related to the newsletter has been included in the revised
LIRT Manual.
     Carol Schuetz graciously agreed to continue as
Production Editor until an interested person familiar with
PageMaker and newsletter layout can be identified. Finding
a replacement is a very high priority, since Carol is the new
LIRT President. Any LIRT members who are interested, or
who know a qualified individual are encouraged to contact
Jeff Knapp, the new Chair of the Newsletter Committee.

continued on page 7
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“Instructional Design: Tools, Techniques, and Strategies”
ACRL Instruction Section Preconference
Friday, June 24, 2005, 8:30 a.m.–4:30 p.m.

The ACRL-IS preconference opened with a keynote
address by Jim Russell, Professor Emeritus from Purdue
University. Dr. Russell’s talk, entitled “Designing Effective
Instruction: It’s as Simple as 1, 2, 3!” presented a 3-step
circular model of objectives, activities, and assessment as
an easy, yet effective, instructional process. He also
introduced the ADDIE model (Analysis, Design,
Development, Implementation, and Evaluation) and gave
some practical tips on developing usable objectives for
library instruction, and on designing successful
instructional activities that combine instruction techniques
with both practice and a feedback mechanism. Following
the keynote, attendees participated in break-out sessions
focused on the design and development of instruction
(within the ADDIE model); the fundamentals of evaluation
(including evaluation of student learning, teacher
effectiveness, effectiveness of materials, and overall
program needs); and assessment of instructional
programs at the curriculum level within an institution. The
preconference closed with an interactive panel, led by the
break-out session presenters, which gave attendees the
chance to ask further questions and seek advice on
instructional issues.

                           Summary by Lori Critz, LIRT Liaison Committee

“Teaching, Learning, and Leading: Key Roles for
Librarians in the Academic Community”
ACRL Instruction Section
Sunday, June 26, 2005, 1:30 p.m.–3:30 p.m.

Awards for 2005 were presented: Ilene F. Rockman
received the Miriam Dudley Instruction Librarian Award; the
Innovation in Instruction Award was given to University of
California, Berkeley, for their Library Prize for
Undergraduate Research; and the Publication Award was
given to Trudi Jacobson and Lijuan Xu for their book,
Motivating Students in Information Literacy Classes.

Maryellen Weimer, Professor of Speech Communications
at Penn State University and author of Learner Centered
Teaching was the speaker. Dr. Weimer spoke about the
necessity of changing five aspects of the classroom
environment to promote learner-centered instruction:

1) Change the role of the teacher from simply telling
students what to do, to helping them discover
knowledge for themselves;

2) Change the balance of power from the current
paradigm where teachers make key decisions for
students, to allowing students to share in the
decision making process;

Non-Lirt Programs Summaries

3) Change content into a tool that can be used to
help students develop learning skills, rather than
a list of items that must be covered;

4) Create learning environments that motivate
students to accept responsibility for learning,
instead of current environments in which the
students are reluctant participants in the learning
process; and

5) Adopt evaluation activities that promote learning in
addition to assessing what has already been
learned.

The session featured a number of interactive components
throughout and ended with a question and answer period.

                           Summary by Amy Kane, LIRT Liaison Committee

“Back to School: Teaching Information Literacy to Adults
in Public Libraries, Academic Libraries, and Adult
Distance Learning Centers”
RUSA
Saturday, June 25, 2005, 4:00 p.m.–5:30 p.m.

Brook Berry of the New York Public Library, Elizabeth
Mulherin of University of Maryland University College
(UMUC), and Robert Nelson of Long Island University
Brooklyn Campus presented an entertaining session
detailing the trials, tribulations, and successes of
implementing information literacy initiatives for adult
learners. The New York Public Library received a grant for
its 2001 “Click On @ the Library” campaign, utilizing 90%
consultants for the first two years and then transferring the
workload to staff. Berry advised other libraries to ensure
staff buy-in before delegating assignments.

Classes have been very successful with lines beginning at
5:30 a.m. for sign ups. Aggressive “guerrilla” marketing
tools, including door knocker hangers and sidewalk chalk
throughout the New York Housing Authority, resulted in
raised awareness. The one unsuccessful demographic is
the 19–34 Hispanic/African American male segment. The
circulation of 99 laptops has been a success, but now the
funding has expired; the laptops and 4,000 PCs need to be
upgraded and the Library is hoping for public money to be
invested.

UMUC provides distance education to a wide range of adult
learners, ranging from first generation to Fortune 500
CEOs. Library resources and information literacy are
promoted through the web, a course management link,
and during faculty orientation. There is a FAQ for faculty with
sample assignments, an online plagiarism tutorial with a
completion certificate, and Turnitin software for faculty and
students. Undergraduate and graduate students take credit
information literature courses. Thousands of students have
registered for the library’s free tutorial. The library is

continued on page 9
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offering e-mail and virtual reference 24/7, looking at more
self-service tutorials and developing learning objects for
faculty and more interactive activities.

Robert Nelson (a.k.a. “Brad Pitt”) stated that the average
undergraduate student for health science programs at the
Brooklyn Campus is 24 years old; however he looked at
30+ years for his study. The library teaches 300 classes a
year. They use Net Support School as he has found it
works well with adult learners. Nelson said that adult
learners are good at note-taking and will utilize their notes
productively later. The librarians use a combination of in-
class instruction and post-class counseling. This method
has been found to be effective, but some students can
become very needy and have to be cut off as their research
assistance expectations were unrealistic. In general, the
work load is intensive but the results have been
worthwhile.

                           Summary by Liz Evans, LIRT Liaison Committee

Institute for Information Literacy Best Practices Project
Team
ACRL Committee
Monday, June 27, 2005, 8:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m.

This committee is in the stages of completing their 37
month project, begun five years ago. The latest success is
to have submitted information literacy questions to the
National Survey for Student Engagement (NSSE) and it is
hoped that some will be accepted. Steve Gilbert of
Teaching, Learning and Technology Group (TLT), proposed
a virtual reunion of the 2002 Atlanta National Invitational
Conference participants. Outside participation would
enhance this experience. It could take the form of a weblog
with streaming video. It would enable conference and
outside participants to see how the Information Literacy
Best Practices Characteristics have worked and if there
were any problems. The aim would be to set this up before
Mid-Winter and would provide a fitting conclusion for the
work of this committee.

                           Summary by Liz Evans, LIRT Liaison Committee

“Primary Sources in the Electronic Age: Challenges and
Opportunities in Teaching Historical Research”
Instruction and Research Services Committee of the
History Section of RUSA and
ACRL Instruction Section
Sunday, June 26, 2005, 10:30 a.m.–12:00 p.m.

History Librarians, History Liaisons, and librarians from a
myriad other settings, were reminded of the challenge they
face in teaching students the historian’s craft of finding and
analyzing primary sources. In addressing the topic of
Primary Sources in the Electronic Age, a historian, Jan
Reiff from UCLA, a museum educator, Elizabeth C.

Babcock, Field Museum Director of Teacher and Student
Programs, and a librarian, Lynn Lampert from CSU
Northridge, discussed their perspectives and sought to
answer two pivotal and critical questions: “How has
historical research changed with the advent of the
electronic age?” and “What skills do today’s history
students need to succeed?” The general conclusion was,
to quote Reifch�,vans -0.0hrt9 ann was,
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continued on page 13

Currently, the vast majority of cataloging is performed at the
“manifestation” level, and each record for a manifestation
contains (often repetitive) “expression” and “work” level
information. The result for the person using the online
catalog is a long list of search results, each representing
an individual “manifestation” for this Harry Potter book. With
the use of the FRBR model, a cataloger would create a
“work” record—a master record—to which expression and
manifestation records would be attached as new editions
of the work were acquired. Under this model, the person
searching the online catalog retrieves one result for the
search of “Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets,” with
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Tech Talk .....
                             continued from page 12

What can public services librarians do about FRBR? Learn
more about it, share information with colleagues, and talk to
integrated library system vendors. Monitor FRBR activities
by:

· Watching the FRBR blog (http://www.frbr.org),
maintained by William Denton;

· Checking the FRBR Bibliography (http://infoserv.inist.fr/
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Library Instruction Round Table News
c/o Lorelle Swader
American Library Association
50 E. Huron Street
Chicago, IL 60611

Library Instruction Round Table

Committee Volunteer Form

If you are interested in serving on a LIRT committee, please
complete this form and mail it to the Vice-President/President Elect of LIRT:
Vibiana Bowman
Paul Robeson Library, 300 N. 4th St.
P.O. Box 93990

Camden, NJ 08101

     Telephone (work):
                         (home):
       FAX:

      email:

     Institutional address:

      Home address:

      Name and Title:

http://www.baylor.edu/LIRT/committees.html

     Please list committee preferences from 1 -11, with 1
being the most preferred:

     ___Adult Learner                             ___ Research
     ___Conference Program               ___Teaching, Learning,
     ___Liaison                                                  & Technology
     ___Newsletter                                  ___ Top Twenty
    ___Organization & Planning          ___ Transitions to
     ___ Public Relations/                               College
             Membership

Please see our standing committee descriptions at


