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The LIRT Annual Conference Program Committee is
collaborating with the Teaching, Learning, and Technology
Committee on a Technology Fair for the 2006 conference.
Dr. Tim McGee, Associate Professor and Director of the
Instructional Design and Technology Program in
Philadelphia University’s School of Design and Media, has
agreed to open the fair with a 45-minute presentation on
“Instructional Design for Teaching and Learning in
Libraries.” The remainder of the program will be the
technology fair with demonstrations by vendors and e-
Posters. The Conference Program Committee will be
sending out requests for e-Poster submissions in
November. The Teaching Learning and Technology
Committee is working on recruiting vendors for the fair.

     Julie Elliott, Co-Chair, Conference Program Committee

LIRT Program at 2006

By Carol Schuetz,  Carol_Carson@baylor.edu

As most of you read this newsletter, fall has begun to
overtake the country.  For those of us in the academic
arena, this means another semester is coming to a
conclusion.  One of the privileges of the institution that I
work for is the honor of serving as a marshal for
commencement.  As we line our students up in the
order in which they will graduate, I often hear “You’re the
library lady” or “thanks for helping us with our project”. In
a way, it’s like having your own mini fan club.  It also
serves to remind me of the great responsibility that we,
as librarians, have to the information community.  In
providing instructional services, each of us can have a
“mini fan club” made up of the library patrons that we
help each day.

As we approach the end of this year, we can
reflect back on the events of this year and our part in
them.  For many of us, this can be done by looking
back at the instruction classes we have taught or the
many patrons we have helped.  National events from
this summer also worked to shape the landscape of
America.  The losses, both in human lives and material
possessions dramatically changed life for many of us

along the Gulf Coast.  It will be many months before life
returns to normal for our colleagues in these areas.
Many of us devoted time and efforts, both financial and
physical, to help in the recovery of these areas.
Colleagues in these areas will remain in our thoughts.

I would like to encourage all of you to continue
to participate in LIRT.  For many of us, times have
become very tight and travel maybe difficult.
Nevertheless, please consider joining a LIRT committee.
We need new, fresh ideas and members to carry them
forward.  To remain a vibrant, contributing organization,
we need new people to come in and participate on a
LI[.wonfmmittesI0  Without new leadership in our ranks,

L I f m m i t t e s I s  a n d  s e e  i f  t h e r e  i s  n o t  o n e  y o u  c o u l d  s e r v e
L I o n  a n d  c o n t a c t  u s .

M i d w i n e s r  i s  w e e k s  a w a y  a n d  w e  h o p e  t o  s e e
m a n y  o f  y o u  i n  S a n  A n t o n i o . Using Macromedia Flash . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .p.  4Report  f rom World Library  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .p.  7
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From the Editor

LIRT News  is published quarterly  (September, December, March,
June) by the Library Instruction Round Table of the American
Library Association.    Copies are available only through annual
ALA/LIRT membership.

URL: <http://www.baylor.edu/LIRT/lirtnews>

Editor: Jeffrey A. Knapp, Assistant Librarian
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Federated Searching: Simplicity or Mass Confusion?

Almost a year ago I wrote an article for 
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Check These Out!

By Sharon Ladenson (ladenson@mail.lib.msu.edu)

continued on page 6

As the “Check These Out” columnist, I am pleased to
review recent literature on information literacy and library
instruction.  The articles listed in this column focus on
government documents and information literacy. What are
some distinctive challenges of teaching patrons how to
locate government documents? How can we meet such
challenges? Is it really possible to teach first year students
about government documents? What are some effective
ways to teach patrons how to access online documents?
Check these out, and enjoy!

Asher, Curt, Hua Yi, and Shayne Knapp
 “Effective Instruction Needed to Improve Students’ Use
of Government Documents.” Journal of Government
Information 29 (2002): 293-301.

During the 1998-1999 academic year, Asher, Yi, and Knapp
conducted a study to compare usage of print and online
government documents at the California State University,
Bakersfield. In order to gather data, the authors collected
and analyzed circulation data and transaction logs from
public printers. The findings indicate that five percent of
documents printed came from “gov” domain sites, and
during most of the year, less than one percent of all
materials checked out were government publications.
Given the low usage of government documents, the
authors strongly recommend that faculty require students
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Check These Out     continued from page 5

or cloning). Students also review various government
statistical publications. As the students examine and
discuss the content of print copies of reports, hearings,
and information presented in statistical compendiums,
they learn not only about the nature of the depository
system, but also about the role of various agencies and
branches of government and the information they produce.
Hollens points out that handling government publications
physically facilitates access to electronic documents linked
in library online catalogs and GPO Access. For example,
after learning about the role of the GAO and examining the
print reports produced by that agency, students recognize
the reports more easily, and begin to search for them in the
library catalog, as well as on the GAO site. Hollens also
shows first year students various online sources for
searching government information, such as Hannon
Library’s “Government Resources” page, Idaho State
University’s “Meta-Subject Index to Government Information
at Idaho State University,” Google’s “Uncle Sam” search
engine, and the University of Michigan’s “Documents in the
News” and “Statistical Resources on the Web” pages.

Wilhite, Jeffrey M. “Internet versus Live: Assessment of
Government Documents Bibliographic Instruction.”
Journal of Government Information 30 (2004): 561-74.

After developing a digital video to teach students about
print and electronic government publication resources, the
author decided to conduct a study to compare the
effectiveness of Web-based and live bibliographic
4  0 a b o u t
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by Linda J. Goff, ljgoff@csus.edu

REPORT FROM THE WORLD LIBRARY AND INFORMATION CONGRESS
71st IFLA GENERAL CONFERENCE AND COUNCIL

Oslo, Norway August 13-19, 2005

My first inkling that I might be able to attend the
International Federation of Library Association (IFLA)
conference was in January of 2004 when the LIRT was
asked to nominate someone as a representative to the
IFLA Information Literacy Standing Committee. It could
have been in recognition of my long-term and active
membership that LIRT Executive Committee nominated
me, (or maybe it was my willingness to pay my own travel
expenses), but in February, 2005, I received notice from
the ALA Executive Board that my nomination had been
accepted by IFLA and in March my official letter of
appointment for a four year term arrived from IFLA
headquarters in the Hague.

IFLA has 115 member countries and most of them were
represented in the cacophony of voices I heard when
checking in to the conference in Oslo, Norway. Luckily
English is one of the official languages of IFLA. All
programs offered simultaneous translations in five
languages via headsets, so librarians and information
professionals from all over the world had little trouble
understanding each other. Attendance at IFLA would dispel
the stereotype of librarians as quiet or reserved. When
they weren’t intently listening to programs, the IFLA
delegates were engaged in lively discussions of common
interests.

The Information Literacy Standing Committee met twice,
the day before and the day after the main conference, so I
was invited to sit in on the discussion of the previous
year’s activities before officially joining the ILSC. Jesús
Lau from Universidad Veracruzana, México chairs the
committee and reported on the publications and
programs. Many similar reports are available at the
committee’s web site: http://www.ifla.org/VII/s42/index.htm

The IFLA conference coincided with Norway’s Centennial
celebration of independence from Sweden and also the
opening of the newly remodeled National Library, so other
activities abounded. The Opening Ceremony on Monday
was attended by King Harald V of Norway, so delegates
were asked to be in their seats early. The ceremony
included music, drama, and speeches and was capped
off with a parade of national flags carried in by over 100
volunteers.
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A Cultural Evening is traditional at IFLA and Tuesday we
were bussed to the Norwegian Museum of Cultural History,
an open air museum featuring 155 historic buildings from
different regions of the country. We were each issued an
IFLA backpack containing a boxed meal and a small pad
on which to sit to eat our dinner as we wandered through
the park. Entertainment abounded culminating with a troop
of medieval acrobats, jugglers, and fire eaters.

The Information Literacy program “Information Literacy: A
Voyage of Discovery for Citizens” was held on Wednesday
and was jointly sponsored by the Management and
Marketing Section. It was divided into two parts. During the
first, presentations were given by librarians from
Singapore, India and Germany. It was followed by an
interactive workshop focusing on learning more about our
users and it allowed us to interact with others in the
audience more freely. That was where I ran into Valerie
Bannerman from Winneba, Ghana who was a visiting
scholar at my library several years ago, studying how to
start an information literacy program. It was great to hear
that her program is now well

The closing session on Thursday featured Korean dancers
and drummers inviting us to the conference in Seoul next
year.

On Friday my standing committees met to work on our
strategic plan, divide up the work assignments for the year,
and to set the program topic for the next conference. We
are planning for one of our most ambitious projects to be
funded by UNESCO. The major undertaking will produce a
snapshot survey of international activities relating to
Information Literacy. Our committee divided up the world
and I got Canada and the U.S. I also will be a co-convener
with Barbara Ford and Jarma Saarti from Finland of a
program on “Transitions to College” jointly sponsored with
the University Libraries Section. I’ve always thought the
best way to get started is to jump in with both feet. Wish me
luck!

established
We need your words

                      Articles are needed for the
         LIRT Newsletter

See Contributor's Guidelines at
http://www3.baylor.edu/LIRT/guidelines.html

Report from the World Library and Information Congress
continued from page 7
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“Podcasting Explosion.” Business Week Online. May 23,
2005 <http://www.businessweek.com/technology/
tech_stats/podcast050523.htm>

Rainie, Lee and Mary Madden. “Podcasting,” Pew Internet
and American Life Project Data Memo. <http://
www.pewinternet.org/PPF/r/154/
report_display.asp>

Schwartz, Greg. “Open Stacks: Podcasting Archives.”
October 11, 2005 <http://openstacks.net/os/
archives/cat_podcasting.html>.

Shaughnessy, Kathryn. “The Libraries Launch Academic
Podcasting at St. John’s.” October 11, 2005 <http://
www.stjohns.edu/academics/libraries/
podcast.sju>

Shaw, Michael. “Load Up Your iPods, Children.” Times
Educational Supplement.4634 (2005): 15.

Stephens, Michael. “Libraries Get Podcasting.” Library
Journal Netconnect 130 (2005): 24.

 Additional Resources: Educational Uses of MP3 Players :

Abram, Stephen. “Playing to Learn! Meet and Greet the New
Interactive Technologies.” MultiMedia &
Internet@Schools 12.5 (2005): 16-8.

Baugh, David. “Pocket Power.” Times Educational
Supplement.4639 (2005): 28.

Cohen, Jodi S. “Missed Class? Try a Podcast.” Chicago
Tribune October 20, 2005, Final ed., sec. News: 1.

Diem, Robert. “Podcasting: A New Way to Reach Students.”
The Language Teacher 29.08 (2005): 45-46.
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              By Billie Peterson, Baylor University
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                  TECH TALK  continued from page 10...
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continued on page 12

more presentations offered during the same time slot.
Although not strictly a library, the Spoken Alexandria Project
(http://www.spokenalex.org/) is creating a free library of
spoken word recordings, consisting of classics in the
public domain and modern works (with permission).
Libraries might consider how to incorporate these audio
classics with programs for their communities. Other
examples of working with podcasting and books can be
found at Yahoo!! Podiobooks (http://dir.yahoo.com/Arts/
Humanities/Literature/Electronic_Literature/Podiobooks/).

Ultimately, the real key is to identify and develop podcasts
that will appeal to the user, so they will want to subscribe to
the feed. One way to keep up with what libraries are doing
in this area is to subscribe to the bibliocasting listserv
(send the following message: subscribe bibliocasting
firstname lastname to: listserv@listserv.syr.edu). There is
also an experiment of podcasting the listserv; the URL for
this podcast is: http://drew.syr.edu/iis4/pod/pod.xml.

Creating podcasts still requires a bit of technical expertise
and will require a commitment on the part of the library
administration and staff. Gahran describes the basics of
working with podcasts:

1. Create and edit the audio content—probably the
most challenging aspect of the process, but not an
insurmountable challenge. The audio files must be
MP3 compatible and can be created using low-end
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continued on page 9

  Tech Talk ....  continued from page 11
For now, one solution to the copyright issue, especially as
it applies to music, is to use music that is within the public
domain. The following sites can help identify some of this
music: Public Domain Music (http://www.pdinfo.com); The
Internet Archive (http://www.archive.org); OurMedia (http://
www.ourmedia.org); or Creative Commons License –
Yahoo! http://search.yahoo.com/cc).

Gordon-Murnane brings to the table all of the issues
associated with classification, tagging, metadata,
archiving, and indexing podcasts. Look how much
podcasting has grown in 12-18 months; how many
podcasts and podcast sites will be available in 5, 10, or 15
years? How will podcasts be accessed in the future? Will
podcasts be archived and preserved? There is clearly a
role for the expertise of information professionals within
the podcasting realm. Librarians can do for podcasts what
they have done for the web through the implementation of
sophisticated search tools comparable to the Librarians’
Internet Index or InfoMine. The knowledge and expertise
developed through partnerships like that of the Library of
Congress and Portico (http://www.loc.gov/today/pr/2005/05-
217.html) will provide the tools for preserving these files for
the future.

Librarians must care and learn about podcasting because
all indicators show that podcasting will soon be an integral
part of life, and librarians need to discover how they can
slip their presence into and make use of the podcasting
environment. Librarians must be confident as they help
clients obtain information from podcasts, which means
they must know how to find that information, in the same
way they use Google efficiently to mine information from
the Internet. Librarians must help identify quality podcasts
and podcast sites and provide the indexing, archiving, and
preservation of these files. Podcasting is not a passing
fad—it’s an evolving information resource.

                              Additional Resources
“And Now for the Podcast.” New Scientist 185.2486 (2005):
24.

“Audiofeeds.org.” <http://audiofeeds.org/>.

Biever, Celeste. “And Now for the Podcast … Why Search
the Web for Internet Radio When the Audio
Equivalent of TiVo Will Do It While You Sleep?”
New Scientist 185.2486 (2005): 24.

Bullis, K. “Podcasting Takes Off.” Technology Review
108.10 (2005): 30.

Crofts, Sheri, Jon Dilley, and Mark Fox. “Podcasting: A New
Technology in Search of Viable Business Models.”
First Monday 10.9 (2005) <http://
www.firstmonday.org/issues/issue10_9/crofts/
index.html>.

Crowell, Grant. “Video and Podcast Search Engines.”
SearchEngineWatch. October 11, 2005. <http://
searchenginewatch.com/searchday/article.php/
3555196>.
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Library Instruction Round Table News
c/o Lorelle Swader
American Library Association
50 E. Huron Street                                                                                    .
Chicago, IL 60611

          Standing Committees
             Library Instruction Round Table

Adult Learners -  Assists library profes-
sionals to understand, find information or
promote ideas on learning styles, teaching
methods, and training resources most often
associated with adult learners.

Conference Program - Plans the LIRT
program for the ALA Annual Conference.
Makes arrangements for speakers,
room, handouts, and activities during the
program.

Liaison- This committee shall initiate and
maintain communication with groups within
the American Library Association dealing
with issues relevant to library instruction
and shall disseminate information about
these groups’ activities.

Long Range Planning - Develops short
and long range plans for LIRT.  Implements
planning and operations for the activities of
LIRT.  Chaired by president-elect.

Newsletter - Solicits articles, prepares


