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April 7, 1997, San Jose Mercuzy News. It sums up the
transition public librarians are facing with the onslaught
of demand for Internet access and particularly the
training that, of necessity, goes along with it. The article
also reports free, two-hour, Saturday Internet classes the
reference department librarians offers. Sessions are full
and demand "has overwhelmed" supply.

Most newspaper and magazine articles today talk about
the global village and the virtual community and the

LIRT's Top Twenty
for 1996

By the Continuing Education Committee, Marilee
Birchfield, Chair

Branch, Katherine, and Debra Gilchrist. "Library
Instruction and Information Literacy in Community
and Technical Colleges." RQ 35 (Summer 1996):
476-483.

Providing a clear and comprehensive overview, this
article traces historical trends in the instruction in
community and technical colleges and describes
their unique challenges of diversity in the student
body and commitment to the mission of teaching.

continued on page 10...

public libraries' role in providing access. Yet almost
no articles talk about the how the librarians who work
in these libraries are supposed to acquire the skills
necessary to function in this new environment. It
seems clear from the focus of these articles that one
of the skills the public not only expects, but assumes
librarians have, q pu

emerging technology, especially the Internet.
The evolution of the Internet, and particularly the
WorldWideWeb, as an information delivery system
searched by end-users causes each and every librarian
who deals with the public to be a teacher in ways they
may never have anticipated.

continued on page 6 ...
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By Marcia King-Blandford, mkingbl@utnet.utoledo.edu

On Sunday, June 29, 1997, at ALAAnnual, the '97 LIRT program will feature, "Focus on the
Student: Emphasizing Learning Styles." This informative programwill host a panel presenta­
tion that will explain, examine and explore how students learn in today's electronic libraries.
The presenters are Debra Jones, Internet Librarian, Cabrillo College, Gail Junion-Metz,
President, Information Age Consultants, and Lynn Sutton, Director, Undergraduate Library,
Wayne State University. Each presenterwill offer a look at a particular aspect of learning.
Ms. Junion-Metz will look at what every librarian needs to know about learning styles; Lynn
Sutton will outline how the new undergraduate library atWayne State University has focused
on student learning in its design and services; and Debra Jones will present critical thinking as
a key component of student learning. Plan on attending and participating in this informative
session! There will be handouts and bibliographies to add to your teaching portfolios! See
you in San Francisco!
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Eye on Instructors: Making Smooth Transitions
by Kari Lucas, klucas@ucsd.edu

As an instructor, making smooth transitions between
topics in your instructional sessions is a subtle yet
important consideration. Transitions are cues to let
your learners know that you are moving on to some­
thing new. Good transitions are seamless, easily
connecting what you have already covered to what you
will be discussing next.

There are many techniques for linking various parts of
what you are teaching. Listed below are just a few that
are practical and easy to remember and to incorporate
into your teaching style.

1. References to periods of time. Mentioning specific
periods of time ("today," "this morning," "this after­
noon') helps learners to organize the sections of your
instruction in their minds and gives them a clear
indication of where you are headed.

"This morning we took a look at what not to do in an
Internet search; this afternoon we will be focusing on
what steps you should take to ensure good search
results."

2. Mini-subject review. Taking a few moments to
review what has been covered allows learners to reflect
on what they have already learned and to prepare
themselves for the next part of the session.

"Let's quickly review what we've covered so far
before we move on to our next topic ofb]ᴀҿo¥tΒ]ẗ se
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STRUT YOUR STUFF ...
on the Instructional Superhighwayl

Imitation is the sincerest form of flattery.
Make it easy ...send us two copies of
your latest & greatest handouts for
display in the LIRT booth at
San Francisco. If you've
done a Powerpoint
presentation,
please print
out the
slides.

Linda J. Goff
Library Instruction Librarian
California State University, Sacramento
2000 State University Drive, East
Sacramento, CA 95819-6039
(916) 278-5981, FAX: (916) 278-7089
Ijgoff@csus.edu
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One example you can download from the St. Joseph
County Public Library (SJCPL), South Bend, Indiana,
(URL: http://sjcpl.1ib.in.us) is a Power Point slide
presentation that is used in their Internet training. It is
aimed specifically at library staff who are beginning
Internet training programs for patrons. This slide show
notes three other public library examples of Internet
training programs: Buffalo & Erie County Public
Library (NY), Charlotte-Mecklenburg Public Library
(NC), and West Bloomfield Public Library (MI). If
you are interested in searching a list of over 300 public
libraries to see what kinds of Internet training programs
they offer, take a look at the Web site from the Milton
Public Library (MA) (URL: http://www.tiac.netl
users.mpl). It provides annotation for each library and
indicates the site's best or worst features.
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LIRT is committed to providing support to any librar­
ian that teaches, regardless of library type. LIRT
membership reflects a rich variety of librarianship.
LIRT produces practical hands-on material to aid the
librarian instructor, whether novice or experienced.

LIRT is unique in its multi-library approach. Within
LIRT there is great opportunity for cross-fertilization
among librarians who have the same demands placed
on them. Allow yourself to take advantage of a tremen­
dously rich resource.

Please join us for "Focus on the Student," the LIRT
1997 Annual Conference programCoנҿ a-
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LIRT's Top Twenty
for 1996

..

Brandt.D, Scott. "Using Learning Teams in Internet
Training." Computers in Libraries 16 (January
1996): 48-50.

Describes the planning and outcome of training
provided by academic librarians to K-12 media
specialists and teachers. Ends with advice based on
their experience.

Daragan, Patricia, and Gwendolyn Stevens. "Develop­
ing Lifelong Learners: An Integrative and Develop­
mental Approach to Information Literacy."
Research Strate ies 14 (Spring 1996): 68-81.

Reviews Perry's developmental model and the
implications for library instruction. Describes the
library instruction components a college offered
during the first year of a planned four-year program
and reports on pre- and post-test scores.

DeHart, Brian. "Job Search Strategies: Library
Instruction Collaborates with University Career
Services." Reference Librarian 55 (1996): 73-81.

Describes collaborative efforts between the library
and the university placement office at DePaul
University which has resulted in students' in­
creased use of library resources in preparing for the
job market.

Dempsey, Paula R. "Focusing on the Experts: Mapping
Resources in an Interdisciplinary Focus Area."
Research Strate ies 14 (Summer 1996): 177-83.

Describes an assignment used in a graduate inter­
disciplinary course which provides the students
with an overview of research tools in an interactive

way.

Earl, Martha F., et al "Faculty Involvement in Problem­
Based Library Orientation for First-Year Medical
Students." Bulletin of the Medical Library Associa­
tion 84 (July 1996): 411-415.

lO-LiRT News/June 1997

Describes the use of librarians and nonlibrarian

faculty as facilitators in a case study approach to
introducing medical students to the library.

Fox, LynneM., Judith M. Richter, and Nancy E. White .

"A Multidimensional Evaluation of a Nursing
Information-Literacy Program." Bulletin of the
Medical Library Association 84 (April 1996): 182-
190.
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continuedfrom page 10...

LIRT's Top Twenty
for 1996

Maple, Amanda, Beth Christensen, and Kathleen A.
Abromeit. "Information Literacy for Undergraduate
Music Students: A Conceptual Framework." Notes
52 (March 1996): 744-753.

Based on the premise that college graduates must
be information literate, this article, focusing
specifically on music students, examines the four
elements of an information-gathering process that
are included in ACRL's "Model Statement of

Objectives for Academic Bibliographic Instruc­
tion."

Martorana, Janet, and Carol Doyle. "Computers On,
Critical Thinking Off: Challenges of Teaching in
the Electronic Environment." Research Strategies
14 (Summer 1996): 184-191.

Identifies obstacles to teaching and learning in a
computer-equipped classroom and the distraction
of this environment to the teaching of critical
thinking skills. Approaches and strategies to de­
emphasize the mechanical aspects of the system
interface and refocus on critical thinking are
presented.

Nahl, Diane and Violet H. Harada. "Composing
Boolean Search Statements: Self-Confidence,
Concept Analysis, Search Logic, and Errors,"
School Library Media Ouarterly 24 (Summer
1996): 199-207.

Reports the results of an experiment designed to
test secondary students' ability to interpret and
construct search statements. Reviews related
research on problems encountered by novice
searchers; influences of language ability, affect,
and gender differences; and effectiveness of point­
of-use written instructions. Concludes with impli­
cations for online instruction.

Oberman, Cerise. "Library Instruction: Concepts and
Pedagogy in the Electronic Environment." (presen­
tation given at the School of Library and Informa­
tion Studies, Texas Woman's University,
May 1995) R.Q 35 (Spring 1996): 315-323.

A thought-provoking piece on the changing and
unchanging mission of instruction librarians in the
digital age.

Rabinowitz, Celia. "Research in Teaching: A Course to
Bridge the Theory-Practice Gap." Research Strate- '

gies 14 (Spring 1996): 82-92.

Describes an undergraduate education course team
taught by a librarian and faculty member which
integrates instruction in library research and field
research to help address the disparate use of
theoretical research by teachers.

Sloan, Steve. "The Virtual Pathfinder: AWorld Wide
Web Guide to Library Research." Computers in
Libraries 16 (April 1996): 53-54.

This is a brief article describing the creation of the
virtual pathfinder at the University of New
Brunswick. In creating the programs for �0�T�W�0�:�R�D�Q���5�H�V�H�D�U�H�U�T�J�W�K�W�W�R�H�+��7�E�O�G�I�Y
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LEARNING TO TEACH
ACRL Instruction Section's 1997 Preconference

ACRL's Instruction Section is holding a preconfer­
ence, "Learning to Teach: Workshops on Instruc­
tion," on Friday, June 27, 1997. This is a one-day
preconference to the annual meeting ofALA in San
Francisco. The preconference is based on the ACRL
publication, Learning to Teach: Workshops on
Instruction.

Often librarians learn to teach on-the-job. Learning
to Teach was conceived as a collection of training
modules covering instructional fundamentals to help
librarians improve their teaching. Participants are
encouraged to adapt the workshops and use them for
training at their own institutions. Both new and
experienced librarians will find the preconference
useful.

The preconference workshops will be based on the
original, interactive modules from Learning to
. Participants will be able to attend four of

these six sessions:

Contributions from the Psychology of Learn­
ing-Practical Implications for Teaching (Joan
Kaplowitz, UCLA)

Presentation Skills and Classroom Manage­
ment (ClaudetteHagle, University of Dallas)

Selecting a Teaching Technique (Trudi
Jacobson, SUNY Albany)

Instruction in aMulticulturallMultiracial

Environment (Karen Downing, University of
Michigan, and Joseph Diaz, University of
Arizona)

The One-Shot Lecture (Esther Grassian,
UCLA)

Developing Effective Library Assignments
(ChristinaWoo, UC Irvine).

The preconference will be held at the Berkeley'Confer­
ence Center, a convenient ride via the Bay Area Rapid
Transit (BART) from downtown San Francisco. The
preconference will begin at 8:30 a.m. and wind up by
5:00 p.m., in time for participants to migrate to the
Instruction Section dinner, if desired.

Registration will be limited to 140 people and includes
the all-day conference, workshop support materials,
and refreshments during the morning and afternoon:
$85 for ACRL members; $120 for ALAmembers, non­
ACRL members; $75 for Library School Students; and
$200 for non-ALA, non-ACRL members. There will
be a $35 late fee for those registering after the dead­
line, May 15, 1997. See theWeb site for the registra­
tion form: <URL: http://www-leland.stanford.edul
-rnesora/ACRLIS/precon.html>. Lunch can be pur­
chased
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U- or V-shaped placement of workstations
Other configurations

Style of workstations:

Standard tables with CPU's, monitors, and
keyboards on top (lower costs, but CPU's and
monitors may obstruct vision)

Tables allowing placement of some or all of
the equipment below the table top (more
expensive, but students have a clear visual
path, and there's more flexibility in using the
tables for other purposes)

Placement of instructor's workstation:

At the front of the room, facing the students
At the rear of the room, where students'

computer monitors can be easily observed

Sound issues

Sound dampening (against outside noises
like noisy airhandlers or passers-by)
Sound amplification for both instructors and
sound-related technologies (especially in
larger rooms with many workstations)

Lighting:

Control of lights from instructor's workstation
Mechanisms to dim lights for presentations
Sufficient light at instructor's workstation

Room Renovation

Asbestos abatement
Electrical wiring (outlets, lights, etc.)
Network connections

Telephone lines (to call for help and to
connect a modem)
Painting and ]ᵐᴀb ting:
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Volunteers are needed to staff the
LIRT



continuedfrom page 15...

Identify the level of security needed

Security system for the entire room?
Security of the individual units in the room?
Security of the software and operating
system of the computers?

Train instructors in using the equipment
Establish policies and procedures for using the

room

For more information, examine some of the re­
sources listed below. In particular, Adams ex­
plores many of the issues raised in the checklists,
and Pask provides practical details based on one
library's experience.

Additional Information -

Adams, Laural L. "Designing the Electronic Class­
room" In: The Internet-Flames. Firewalls and
the Future: Proceedings for the 995 Conference
of the Council for Higher Education Computing
Services. ED 398 921

Elmore, Garland and Ali Jafari. "Implementing the
Vision: Electronic Classroom Design and
Construction." In: The Electronic Classroom: A
Handbook for Education in the Electronic Envi­
ronment. Medford, NJ: Learned Information,
Inc., 1996.

Glogoff, Stuart. "Library Instruction in the Elec­
tronic Library: The University of Arizona's
Electronic Library Education Centers." Refer­
ence Services Review (summer 1995): 7-12.

"

Hinchliffe, Lisa Janicke. "Planning an Electronic
Library Classroom: An Annotated Bibliography."
<URL: http://alexia.lis.uiuc.edu/-janicke/
Abstracts.html>

Kotlas, Carolyn. "Computer Classroom and
Laboratory Design: Bibliography." <URL: http://
www.iat.unc.edu/guides/irg-03.html>

Pask, Judith. "Purdue University Libraries Elec­
tronic Classroom." <URL: http://omni.cc.
purdue .edu/- jmpask/Poster.html>

As always, send questions and comments to:

Snail Mail: Tech Talk
Billie Peterson
Moody Memorial Library
P. O. Box 97148
Waco, TX 76798-7148

Email: petersonb@baylor.edu

BIBLIOTOONS By Gary Handman
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Reprinted from: Handman, Gary. Bibliotoons, Jefferson, North
Carolina: McFarland, c1990, by permission of the author.
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LIBRARY INSTRUCTION ROUND TABLE
STANDING COMMITTEES

..

COMPUTER APPLICATIONS: Examines how

computers are used in library instruction. Pro­
motes the use of computers by publishing a
bibliography on computer applications for BI and
maintaining a clearinghouse for information on
computer software.

CONFERENCE PROGRAM: Plans the LlRT

program for the ALAAnnual Conference. Makes

arrangements for speakers, room, handouts, and
activities during the program.

CONTINUING EDUCATION: Conducts research
and develops plans, actual materials, and directo­
ries to further the education and help meet the
information needs of librarians engaged in user
education.

ELECTIONS/NOMINATING: Prepares a slate of
candidates for LlRT offices and maintains records
on procedures, candidates, and election results.
Solicits volunteers for LlRT committees and
maintains files of prospective committee appoin­
tees.

LIAISON: Attends and reports to LlRT Steering
Committee and members about committees within
ALA involved in library instruction activities.
Distributes to conference attendees a listing of
instruction-related programALAconferetiendatingfȾ afȾactivitin/ ƴ Lies7aies7i �D�Q�A0RpU�H�O�H�W�H�Vb elctarytop t N6a
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Library Instruction Round Table

OMMITTEE VOLUNTEER FORM

If you are interested in serving on a LlRT Committee, please complete thiu




