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FROM THE PRESIDENT
Emily Okada, Indiana University-Bloomington

"My mind is like a weapon, and
when I go to the library, it's like I'm
stocking up on ammunition."

-DaveMustaine,
Lead Singer ofMegadeth.

March3, 1993

It's amazingwhatyou'll fmdwhen
you're demonstrating on-line
databases I Carolyn Walters, a
LIRrmember and one ofmy col­

leagues here at IU found the
above quote during aLEXIS/
NEXIS session. We loved it and
used it to cap off the presenta­
tionswe did for 57 sections of the
Introduction to Public SpeakingpWalion4ofisInquotgthn student felt

guilty about not being as en­
thusiastic as Iwas about infor­
mation and libraries! But it
did make me think about atti­
tudes -and I like the attitude

expressed inMustaines"words;
yes, it is aggressive, even a
little paranoid: information as

protection, the library as ammu­
nition stockpile. But doesn't it
make libraries sound like dy­
namic places, full of possibili­
ties?

As a peaceful analogy, there's
the library as treasure trove: in­
formation as jewels. And the
great thing about it is, you can
start out on a quest for one thing
(teach a group of students how
to use LEXIS/NEXIS) and along
thewaydiscoversomething com­
pletely unrelated, but definitely
a gem (the lead singer of a heavy
metal rockgroup uses libraries)!
I wish I could inspire more
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Library Instruction RoundTable
(LIRrJ. The LIRrResearch Com­
mittee conducted a nationwide

survey to ascertain the purpose
and character of formal and in­
formal user education in the four

types of libraries: school, aca­
demic, special, andpmŒthe
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Fivehun­
dred questionnaires, divided
among the five regions and the
four types of libraries, were
sent out. The libraries were
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LIRTMeetings Midwinter 1994
Friday, February 4, 1994

8:00 am - 10:00 pm

Saturday, February 5, 1994
.... 'Oil

8:30 am

2:00 pm

12:30







Instruction in the s ecial librar
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Book Review

Basic Library Skills, 3rd ed., Carolyn Wolf and Richard Wolf.
Jefferson, NC: McFarland, 1993. 171p. $19.95
ISBN 0-89950-895-2.

Reviewed by Alison Armstrong, Instruction Librarian, University of
Nevada Las Vegas.

Basic Library Skills is designed sixteen chapterswhich coversuch
as a text for students in a library areas as the tour, the card cata­
skills for-credit course or as a text log,OPACs, general sources, CO­
in a
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Billie Peterson. Baylor University

Billie Peterson comments and answers questions
on the application of technology to library instruc­
tion.

Dear Tech Talk-

I'm disCovering all of these great files and software
programs on the Internetthat I can get by using ftp
(file transfer protocol) to bring them to the computer
in my office. However, sometimes when I get them
back to my computer I can't do a thing with them;
and I just don't understand why. I've seen some- .

thing about how some files are compressed, and
I've been wondering if file compression is my prob­
lem... except I know that, at least SOMETIMES,
rve downloaded compressed files and used them
because when I opened the file, my computer told
me it was uncompressing it. IaV ѓ˃f3ּכ
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LIBRARY INSTRUCTION ROUND TABLE COMMITTEE
VOLUNTEER FORM

If you are interested in serving on a LIRT Committee, please complete this form
and mail it to the Vice-President/President Elect ofLIRT: Charlotte J. Files

MBCI - Choctaw Branch
P.O. Box 6010

NAME and TITLE: Philadelphia, MS 39850

TELEPHONE:
\
HOME:
WORK:
FAX:

E-Mail:

\

INSTITUTIONAL ADDRESS:
(star * preferred mailing address)

HOME ADDRESS:

DATE OF APPLICATION:

LIRT COMMITTEE PREFERENCES: (Use the numbers 1-9 to indicate order of
preference, with 1 being the most preferred. If you are willing to serve as recorder
for this group, follow your number preference with the letter "R")
__Computer Applications __

Newsletter

__
Conference Programs __Organizational/Bylaws

__Continuing Education __
Professional Association Networking

__
Elections /Nominations __PR/Membership

__
Liaison

__
Publications

__Long-Range Planning __
Research

CAN YOU REGULARLY ATTEND LIRT MEETINGS AT THE AIA MIDWINTER AND
ANNUAL CONFERENCES?

__
YES
__

NO

PLEASE AITACH A SEPARATE SHEET LISTING COMMIITEES OR OFFICES (IF ANY) PREVIOUSLY
HELD IN LIRT, ALA OR STATE/REGIONAL ASSOCIATIONS, WITH YEARS OF SERVICE.
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AIMS OF USER EDUCATION Purposes for Offering Library-Use Instruction

continued from page 1 ...

allocated by type to committee members who randomly
selected 25librartes to be surveyed in each region. Tables
of random numbers were used to assure that the sample
had an unbiased distribution. The most difficult Initial

task was locating and selecting a source to provide the
most complete listing by type. Since no nationwide list of
school libraries or media centers exists, the sample was
selected from Patterson's American Education.

The MAims of User Education" questionnaire was devel­
oped by the Research Committee and pretested in the
Hartford/West Hartford, Connecticut area. The revised

questionnaire was mailed to the 500 selected libraries in
the late sprtng of 1988 with a follow-up In September of
the same year. The response rate was 40% overall. See
Table 1.

Table 1

Response to User Education Questionnaire

Library Type _N ,N responding % responding,

School 125 35 28

Academic 125 81 65

Public 125 59 47

Special 125 27 22

Total 500 202 40

Each of the questions was cross tabulated by type of
library, size of collection, size of constituency, and loca­
tion. This article concentrates primarily on the school
libraries, although some comparison between other U­
brartes is noted.

Forty-three percent of the school libraries were located in
rural areas, which is riot surprtstng, as America is prima­
rily rural with small towns. When the rural respondents
were combined with the suburban, the percentage total
rose to 75. Each state has its urban centers, which

accounted for 25% of the school library ��D�U�\�L�Q�����PPP`�°iя hs.³5%ofo^ �5À2 Ālibrarxor �W�R' ) –�B�t$



dent users. with 88% (30) rating this as a significant
purpose and only 3% (1) giving it a lowest rating.

Variable 5. School librarians do not feel that the purpose
of lfbrary instruction Is to enhance political support. with
67% (22) rating it as tnstgntflcant and only 12% (4) rating
It as very Important.

Variable 6. Indicating thewillingness ofschool librarians
to help students was rated as significant by 74% (26).

The Mechanics of Library-Use Instruction

The second area of questioning elicited data liofbsĴ�U� �/�L�
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AIMS OF USER EDUCATION
continuedfrom page 21

get to the higher education level. they are expected to take
greaterpersonal responsibility for their learning. Perhaps
that is a reason why academic libraries






