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REPORT

This year LIRT marked with pride, its 10th
anniversary1 For the past ten years, LIRT
has been a very productive round table. This
has been due to energetic and enthusiastic
volunteers, and an ever growing commitment to
library instruction. Moreover, each year,
LIRT has dealt with increasingly
sophisticated and complex concerns and
projects.
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We have made significant progress in several
areas during this year. The Continuing
Education Committee completed the CE packet,
a compilation of case studies in library
instruction. LIRT's Library Instruction
Planner Handbook, which was written in
fulfillment of an ALA goal award, is now
being sent to publishers. Progress toward
eventual publication will be reported in our
newsletter. The Computer Assisted
Instruction Task Force has completed a
listing of commercially available library
instruction software. At it's business
meeting, the Affiliates Council, which now
has several new members, voted to have an
official Council meeting at each Annual
Conference. The personal contact provided
through these meetings will go a long way in
helping us all to develop and pursue common
goals.
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HIT 'rHEM HHERE THEY ARE ...
LIBRARY INSTRUCTION ON THE SPOT

Jean Hestcott, a management consultant,
presented an informative talk on developing
library graphics. Learning how to develop
graphics is particularly important for 1#

bibliographic instruction librarians since
80% of all learning is visual. Ms. Westcott
illustrated her advice with transparencies
showing her creation of the LIRT logo for the If'
·10th anniversary celebration. She advocated

thinking with the pencil, i.e. sketch one's
ideas. Also, symbols already available
should be used. The case in point for the
Library Instruction Round Table is the
acronym LIRT, an apple, and books. Through
examples she stressed the importance of
integrating symbols by giving the proper
importance to each. In some cases, carefully
chosen words addTabl design and
meaning of t.he final product. Ms. 'tV"estcot t,
gave encouragement td librarians
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Lois Pausch
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Mary Popp
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In the 20th century, library instruction
has re-emerged on a very nearly 20 year
cycle. In the 70s, librarians in many
kinds of libraries recognized that ALA
ought to encourage and coordinate the many
aspects of professional activity in
instruction in the use of Li.bra r ieas One

group of librarians envisioned an

organization that would promote cooperation
and communication among librarians from all

types of libraries, provide opportunities
for formal and informal interaction, and
suggest practical solutions to common
problems.

with these aims in mind, a committee
chaired by Virginia Sherwood (other members
included Mimi Dudley, Sheila Laidlaw, Jon
Lindgren, Ben LoBue, John Lubans, Sheryl
Anspaugh, and Deanna Harcus) worked on the
formation and establishment of the Library
Instruction Round Table. The round table
was officially approved by ALA Council at
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COMMITTEE CHAIRS (cont)
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COMMITTEE AND TASK FORCE
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