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LIBRARY INSTRUCTION ROUND TABLE NEWS

LIRT WINS WORLD BOOK/ALA AWARD!
The Library Instruction Round Table (LIRT) of the American Library

Association has been awarded $4980 from the World Book-ALA

in all types of libraries who are interested in developing a

library use instruction program at their institution. A two-day preconference
at ALA-New York (Summer 1986), sponsored by LIRT, will be offered to train

librarians in a structured process, while at the same time testing the

handbook and the training manual so that both can be used by librarians in

all parts of the country as the basis for developing consistent, well-planned
instruction programs and workshops.

In add�tion to being trained at the preconference, thirty librarians

from all types of libraries will have a chance to practice their new skills.

as group leaders at the LIRT annual conference program in New York. The pro

gram will be practical in nature and participants will be given parts of the

handbook to work with as they design library instruction programs and activi

ties. This experience will be a testing ground for determining the effective

ness of the handbook and the training manual.

May Brottman, former president of LI RT, who has been active g送唀

is the project director. Under Mrs. Brottman's direction, a large
ad hoc committee of LIRT is already at work, beginriing with a survey of librar

ians from different types of libraries regarding their needs in developing
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library use instructian pragrams. This survey and a review .of the literature

will pravide a basis far deve1aping the cantents .of the handbaak and the

training manual. The ad hoc cammittee will also be. respansib1e far publicity,
recruitment of participants and qroup leaders, the handbook, the training
precanference, and the eva1uatians.

A majar benefit .of this praject will be the availability .of a handbaak
\

far establishing library use instructian programs in all types of libraries,

whi ch shoul d have, a far-reaching effect on the number and the quality of

library use instructian pragrams. Bath the handbook and the training manual

will make it passib1e to replicate this'"praject thraugh warkshaps, institutes,
and by individuals throuqhout the country. Availability of bath the handbook

and the manual will be pub lic ized in library journals and other pub1icatians.

Pragress reports on thi s Wor1 d Baok-ALA Goals Award project wi 11 appear.

in future issues .of LIRT News.

Linda Richardson

Virginia Tech� BZacksbUY'g� VA
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ASSESSMENT:

LIRT PROGRAM AT ALA

"Assessment: Giving Them What They Needll was

the theme of this year's LIRT program on Sunday
morning at



� LIRT News/September 1985

LIRT ACTION EXCHANGELIRT PROGRAM IN CHICAGO continued

The librarians informed the faculty of the

teaching objectives for the library in
struction program'and surveyed the faculty
and students about their attitudes toward
the library. Teacher support of the pro
gram increased as they saw the preparation
the librarians did for each class. Stu
dent interest also increased as teachers
and librarians began working together to
provide more interesting library assign
ments. Ms. Greenfield provided copies of
an excellent booklet whi�h includes the
criteria for selection, the interview
guide, discussion points, student survey,
and guidelines for the final assi�nm�ntin the "Library Research Study Uni
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LIRT ANNUAL REPORT 1984-85
by᠀
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The Research Committee is continuing to survey libraries to determine wgo is
using the computer in library use instruction. A preliminary article and check
list of libraries will appear in RESIN in the near future. The committee members
are also planning a series of bibliographies of research on specific topics in
library instruction. During the 1986 Midwinter Conference the Research Committee
will co-sponsor a research forum about a new hierarchy describing information use.

LIRT continues to work with other ALA groups. This summer a Round Table �
Coordinating Committee was formed to facilitate shar-inq of plans and ideas among
round tables. LIRT has also cooperated closely with the Instruction in the Use of
Libraries Committee as it evolves into a more active coordinating organization.

The ideas, dedication, and hard work of many people made all of the accomplish- �t

ments listed above realities. To all of them, officers, committee chairs and mem

bers, my sincere thanks. It has been a great pleasure to work with all of you.

Your new president, Marilyn Segal, has a number of new plans for the coming
y�ar. But URT needs to hear from you. Your ideas, your involvement, and your
feedback about LIRT activities and plans are all vital to the success of LIRT in
responding to the needs of all librarians involved in library instruction. The
success of LIRT depends on YOU.

REVIEW: Teaching Library Skills for Academic Credit by Mignon S. Adams and Jacquelyn
M. Morris. Phoenix, AZ: Oryx Press, 1985. ISBN 0-39774-138-2. $29.50.

As instructor of a 1 ibrary ski 11 s credit course for the past four years, I an

xiously awaited the arrival of Adams' and Morris' new book. I was not disappointed.
Finally in one place we have the theory and practice, as well as case studies, of
teaching library skills for credit. The coverage is thorough and well-organized.
Each chapter concludes with references and suggestions for further reading.

Chapters on theory and practice are followed by 18 case studies of varying types
of credit courses. The librarians involved wrote the case studies, and each includes
a description of course development, marketing, course objectives, outline and re

quirements, and an assessment b�Ԁ
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INSTRUCTION-RELATED POSTER SESSIONS

AT ALA-CHICAGO

These notes are abstracted from the
Poster Sessions Abstracts booklet. For more

information contact the authors; time per
mitting they will be happy to share their
experiences with you.

Term Paper Clinic: A Merger of Reference
and Instruction. Christine G. Hannon. Ball
State University, Muncie, IN.

The Clinic pursues four major objectives:
1) devitubg ybubterryoted tune ti students
away from the demands of a busy reference
counter; 2) improving use and understanding
of library resources; 3) developing effec
tive search strategy skills; and 4) suppor
ting the research end of writing programs on

campus. Project planning addressed such con- I

siderations as timing and duration, staffing,
training, scheduling, promotion, and evalu
ation. During the two-week Clinic, students
schedule half hour appointments, providing
information on their assignments so that
librarians can prepare in advance. Formal
evaluation indicates high satisfaction from
students and librarians alike. Informal
analysis has produced unanticipated results.
For example, the service is used by gradu-
ate students and non-traditional students,
two groups with specialized needs apparently
not being served through our general in
struction program.

Youth and Information: An Instructional
Approach for Planning Information Systems
for Children and Young Adults. W. Bernard
Lukenbill. University of Texas at Austin,
Austin, TX.

This presentation describeS an instruc
tional desigh project which entailed the
planning, implementing, and evaluation of
an instructional unit for preservice train
ing at the graduate level. This project
has wide application to a=botД퀄耄怅瀀oA扌qilctionalAu嘤쀅䁶am⠀tmр̐
Thap!대tf쑠҆瀁ᔀttati者ᜀ

a

!

h

灠

栀

o

u

䙈

a

�•

V•V���•�•�•�•



LIRT News/September 1985 11
POSTER SESSIONS continued .p.

the program is being used, and




