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>> LESLIE BURGER: You're welcome. 

Okay. We will now take up New Business. The items are 

going to be discussed in the order in which they were submitted. 

I now refer you to ALA Council Document Number 34, Resolution to 

Advocate Ending Funding for the Iraq War. And I call on 

Microphone 6. 

>> ALFRED KAGAN: I'm Al Kagan, I'm the Social 

Responsibilities Councilor. I'll read the "Resolved'' clauses. 

"Therefore be it resolved that ALA support efforts in the 

U.S. Congress to stop the Iraq War by withholding funds for 

military actions in Iraq, except for funds necessary for a safe, 

~uick, and orderly withdrawal. 

"Resolved that this resolution be sent to all members of 

the U.S. Congress and the library and national press.'' 

And I'd like to say a few words to introduce the 

resolution. 

The Social Responsibilities Round Table thinks this is a 

logical next step in terms of the actions we have previously 

taken around this issue. And it builds on previous Council 

Resolutions, including the resolutions we passed about the USA 

Patriot Act, the use of torture as a violation of intellectual 

freedom, the opposition to government, disinformation, media 

Janipulation and excision of public information; and of course 
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~he connection between the Iraq War 
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che Council Forum, someone said this was a "feel good" 

resolution. It is not a feel good resolution. We're talking 

about people's lives here. People also said that it's not 

something we want to support because leaving Iraq now would mean 

more violence and chaos. But the reality is: The longer the 

U.S. occupation lasts, the more violence and chaos. Eventually 

the U.S. is going the get out of 9/5 531.48 Tm
- 
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.ousiness. This isn't your venue." 

And, finally, even those of us who are Councilors-at-Large 

have 
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I think we need to think clearly about this organization's 

responsibility to state clearly the need to 
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But this is affecting not just federal libraries but 

libraries on all levels because there's not going to be enough 

money for lots and lots of our programs. So even if you just 

look at this in a materialistic way for our libraries, this war 

is having a dramatic effect on the quality of life in our 

country. 

>> LESLIE BURGER: Thank you. Microphone Number 6. 

>> ANN SPARANESE: Councilor-At-Large. That can't really be 

denied in terms of the effect that all this incredible drain of 

our national treasury is having on social -- all social services 

and social foundations of our country. It would be like 

Lgnoring, forgive the pun, the elephant in the room if we didn't 

• understand that. 

But going further on what the IRFT Councilor said, I think 

everyone needs to read that Page 33 of the Policy Manual because 

it goes on "the broad social responsibilities of the American 

Library Association are defined in terms of the contribution 

that librarianship can make in ameliorating or solving the 

critical problems of society ... including the willingness of 

ALA to take a position on current critical issues with the 

relationship to libraries and library services set forth in the 

position statement." 

So, last night at the forum I heard 
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is not doing what SRRT is supposed to do by bringing these 

things to our attention.'' But SRRT, the Social Responsibilities 

Round Table, is also doing the business of the association by 

bringing forth these issues that also are included in what we're 

supposed to be about as a profession. 

You know, when Martin Luther King took a position against 

the war in Vietnam, which by the way the American Library 

Association did also, he was very he was also criticized for 

speaking outside of his box. Oh, what does this have to do with 

Civil Rights? But he saw the connection between the poverty of 

~eople and what was going on with the United States devoting all 

,its resources to dropping bombs on defenseless people in other 

parts of the world. 

So when a in t,
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letter writer quoted President Eisenhower, who seems to be 

prescient on a number of things that we regularly notice these 

days, but he said and I hope this is right. Anyway, this is who 

the 
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Organization. It is the consensus of the RUSA Board that ALA 

should an direct issues directly affecting libraries, our 

members and those we serve. It is the consensus of the RUSA 

Board that this resolution is not concerned with such an issue. 

And by vote against that resolution is against that in that 

context and I ask you to understand that. It is not an 

understanding of support or lack of support for the ideas 

expres?ed in this resolution by this Councilor, by the Board 

Members and the RUSA members individually. Thank you, 

colleagues. 

>> LESLIE BURGER: Thank you. Microphone Number 6. 

>> ELIZABETH ANN RIDLER: Councilor-At-Large. I, too, 

,attended the Council Forum debate last night, which was very 

spirited. As a Councilor-At-Large, as one of the previous 

speakers indicated, I feel my constituents are the people I 

speak to at conference or those I hear from elsewhere. People I 

spoke with at the conference are, I would say, 99.9 negative to 

this kind of resolution. The division seems to be coming 

forward as negative to this kind of resolution. 

I believe that the place for this 
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involved in this mess because it happened. And I think fast 

withdrawal would contribute rather than help individual Iraqis. 

I also feel that this particular kind of stance by our 

organization will torpedo our efforts to get bipartisan support 

for library issues on the Hill and also for us to work behind 

the scenes with government agencies. 

I also feel that our support for this particular motion is 

going ro hurt our efforts as Council to help further enthusiasm 

for Council. We're trying to recruit to Council. We're trying 

to get enthusiasm for what Council does. And all we hear about 

is these political motions and negative reactions to them from 

nembers. 

>> LESLIE 
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after we entered the war. However, I would like to see a 

resolution that said, as we have elected a Congress that is 

clearically determined to remove us from Iraq, we ask that they 

look at those dollars that will no longer be needed as funding 

for a war and we ask that they use those dollars towards 

educational, cultural means, since clearly we have $300 billion 

we don't know what to do with, that this would be a useful 

thing·! 

For my perspective, for me, this is an intellectual freedom 

issue. When people walk into my libraries, I expect that they 

will be free and comfortable to ask questions, to search for 

information regardless of their political point of view and 

,without knowing our political point of view. 

For me, for when the American Library Association takes 

these kinds of positions, we've entered into a debate that from 

my understanding of intellectual freedom we should not debate 



j 

(Applause.) 

>> LESLIE BURGER: Thank you. Microphone Number 7. 

>> Kay Roberto, Councilor-at-Large. I'm speaking in favor 

of this resoluiton. Captionist, it's K. R. not Kay. No 

offense. 

I think there are very few people in this room that have 

not been affected by the war on a professional level. Whether 

it's because we had budgets cuts, decreased level funding or 

whether it's because our colleagues or patrons have had military 

service in Iraq. Also earlier in this morning, we passed a 

revised Section 60 of the ALA Policy Manual, part of which 

dtates that libraries are a microcosm of the society as a whole. 

,This is obviously a very important and hugely covered issue in 

our society. Up to 70% in people in general polls are opposed 

to the war, so I think we have a responsibility to reflect the 

attitudes and concerns of the users who we serve. Thanks. 

>> LESLIE BURGER: Thank you. Microphone Number 3. 

>> JOY LOWE: Louisiana Chapter Councilor. I stand 

in opposition to this resolution. Not because I don't believe 

that the statements in it are true. I am just as appalled as 

everyone else at what is going on in Iraq and in Afghanistan. 

But my constituents in Louisiana are disturbed at the 

1umber of things that we discuss and vote on that have nothing 
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to do with their lives in the libraries. I think we have so 

many things we need to discuss and accomplish as librarians and 

pro-librarians. I think that we have got to focus more on what 

it is that is very important to our lives professionally. 

Individually we must stand up against things that are wrong 

in the country, but politically we do not need to do that in 

ALA. Thank in 
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>> MICHELLE CLOONAN: Councilor-At-Large. I stand in 

support of this. I believe that as librarians we have a strong 

moral obligation to support our colleagues in Iraq. Some of our 

librarian colleagues are risking their lives to continue to 

provide library services for the Iraqis. 

Through our ill considered invasion of Iraq, we have borne 

enormous responsibility for the destruction of a number of 

libraries and other cultural institutions. And I believe that 

this is very relevant to our mission. The destruction of any 

libraries in the world should be of concern to us all because 

what is at risk is the preservation of the cultural historical 

cecord, which is a universal record. Thank you. 

>> LESLIE BURGER: Thank you. Microphone Number 6. 

>> GLADYS SMILEY BELL: Councilor-At-Large. I stand in 

support of this resolution. I feel -- I believe personally that 

we should withhold and support the efforts of Congress to stop 

the Iraqi war. If you believe that we should stop, you should 

support this resolution. 

I think withholding funds is an action that takes notice. 

Anything else, I believe, will weaken this resolution. 

The action that we need to take is, one, if you believe in 

withholding or stopping the Iraqi war, then you should support 

:his resolution, if that's what you believe. 
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will support. 

I believe that it is not in the best interest of the 

Association for Council to be afraid of its constituents, to be 

afraid of what Congress might or might not feel about our taking 

a principled stand on an issue of great importance to our entire 

society in addition to great importance of libraries. 

>> LESLIE BURGER: Thank you. Microphone Number 6. 

>~ Sue Mctavish, LAMA Councilor. The LAMA Board has 

directed me to oppose resolutions of this type that are not 

related to library business, and so I speak in opposition to 

this resolution. 

Last night at the forum, there were several people speaking 

,about their divisions and meetings that had happened at their 

boards where people were adamant that they did not want this 

type of resolution and particularly this one and the next one 

we're going to talk about to come forward and be passed by the 

Association. 

Some of the other issues that were brought up at the forum 

last night included the fact that ALA is not really an expert in 

the what will happen in foreign affairs. We have no committee 

that studies that for us. And so to get into the actual 

direction of where funding is for of of 
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I share Jonathan's experience with my chapter. When I 

polled the members, usually I get about a 50/50 response, but on 

this Iraq situation I actually got more like 70 in favor of out 

passing this kind of of 
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that simple. I think this is a very idealistic resolution, but 

I think it's not thoughtful. We don't have any group within ALA 

who is looking at this who is looking at strategy. We're in 

this mess. To think we can just turn our backs and walk away is 

not a very realistic approach to this. I oppose this because it 

puts us on record for what results from this could be worse than 

what's happening now. 

>~ LESLIE BURGER: Thank you. I see four more people at the 

microphones. I'm going to encourage us to hear from those four 

people and then to move on. Microphone Number 2. 

>> MARIO GONZALEZ: Member of the Executive Board. Before I 

was elected to the Executive Board I was a Councilor-At-Large, 

,which means that I represented a broad Spectrum of members. And 

I think it's regrettable that the membership is not here to 

listen to this very intelligent deliberations that are happening 

in regard to this resolution. Because when this message gets 

out to the membership, they're saying "Council is voting again 

on a political issue that has nothing to do wi 285.43 310.46 464.38 0.a46 0 0 12.6 8getlibraries.'' 

It's also regrettable that the movers of the resolution did 

not take the time to go through each of the divisions and units 

to get buy-in so that our general 
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personally oppose the war, but I have to look at this in my hat 

as an ALA member. 

I would encourage that resolutions like this get really 

better buy-in from our full membership and have it discussed at 

each of our representative bodies so the membership as a whole 

could understand why these come to the Council. 

>> LESLIE BURGER: Thank you. Microphone Number 7. 

>> MICHAEL McGRORTY: Good morning. ALA Councilor-At-Large. 

Veteran in the United States Navy. I'm considering an 

abstaining vote wholetof United
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thing could be recrafted somehow to give us an opportunity to 

support this. But as it stands 
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this morning. Some of the remarks that the people are making 

are out of fear of losing jobs and not really facing reality of 

what we really are losing is young people, and young people are 

losing their lives by the hundreds during the day. 

I think we have to look at it from this perspective. We 

were concerned about Katrina not too many months ago, where this 

war has are of 
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>> LESLIE BURGER: Thank you. Microphone Number 5. 

>> LARRY ROMANS: Councilor-At-Large. The results in 

November gave us an idea of what the American people feel 

the war. And opinion polls do that, as well. And I find 

difficult to believe that librarians are considerably more 

conservative than the public at large. I think having 

about 

it 

prestigious associations like the American Library Association 

make 
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resolution is sent, including the whereas clauses, which of 

course make many references to ALA policies that have already 

been adopted. 

>> LESLIE BURGER: That is correct. Okay. We're ready? No 

further discussion. We will proceed to the vote. 

Will all those in favor please raise one of your hands? 

Will all those opposed please raise one of your hands? All 


