
Freedom of Expression and Human Rights in Nigeria 

Whereas playwright and journalist Ken Saro-Wiwa and eight other human rights campaigners have 
recently been executed by the Nigerian Government in response to their peaceful activities against 
the degradation of the farmland of the Ogoni people by the Shell Oil Corporation and their demands 
for sharing oil profits with local co,mmunities. 

And whereas the Nigerian military government has detained Chief Moshood Abiola, the likely 
winner of the 1993 presidential elections; 

And whereas the Nigerian military government has detained former Head of State Olusegun 
Obassanjo and other human rights activists; 

And whereas the people of Nigeria are denied their rights to peaceful voice their opposition to the 
current military regime; 

And whereas there is a worldwide movement calling for sanctions against the Nigerian military 
government; 

And whereas 
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Councilor Ann Haley, former IRC chair, said that while 
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Freedom of Expression and Human Rights in Nigeria 

Playwright and journalist Ken Saro-Wiwa and eight other human rights 
campaigners have recently been executed by the Nigerian Government, 
without due process, in response to their peaceful activities against the 
degradation of the farmland of the Ogoni people by the Shell Oil Corporation 
and their requests for sharing oil profits with local communities; and 

The Nigerian military government has detained Chief Moshood Abiola , the 
winner of the 1993 presidential elections and former Head of the State 
Olusegun Obassajo and other human rights activists; and 

The people of Nigeria are denied their rights to voice peacefully their 
opposition to the current military regime; and 

There is a worldwide movement calling for sanctions against the Nigerian 
military government; Nigeria has been suspended from 


