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ALA Council 
MINUTES 
1990 Annual Conference 

VOTED, That the People's Services Policy 
Resolution--MD#l--be referred to the ALA Committee 
on Access on Information. It was asked if a 
specific timetable was requested for reporting on 
implementation of the resolution. Councilor 
Horrocks responded that he would rely on the Chair 
of the Access to Information to move expeditiously. 

RESOLUTION ON COLUMBUS QUINCENTENNIAL (MDli2--Exhibit 28.2). Ms. Mitchell 
reported that the Resolutions Committee felt that this document, as passed by 
the membership, is consistent with existing policies, and no further action is 
necessary unless the Council wants to be more specific about the phrase (how 
ALA should urge libraries to comply). It was noted, however, that the 
Executive Director and the Public Information Office will automatically 
disseminate thisy 

its text various ALA policies, 
and the text of the document is consistent with those policies. However, the 
policies refer to the organization and library level and the document 
enunciates guidelines to be followed at the librarian level. She further 
stated that if there is continued concern about this document in Council 
members, the 
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following ALA groups endorsed 
Membership Document #4: ACRL, AASL, PLA, ALCTS, ALSC, International Relations 
Conmittee, ALA Black Causus, IRRT, RTSD, YASD, Committee on the Status of 
Women, and GODERT. 

Councilor Gerald Shields, Profesional Ethics Committee Chair, read for the 
record PEC' s position paper which concluded, " ••• this Association as an 
institution has gone on record in opposition to any suppression of the right 
of a human being to free and untrammeled access to dignity and free choice. 
Our ethics statements place upon the shoulders of those who claim professional 
status a commitment to fair, equitable, and just treatment for all. I urge 
that the disposition of this impassioned document not be voted down nor 
adopted as policy for the entire Association. We advocate its continued 
presence among the units of this Association as an advisory testament to our 
already stated opposition to apartheid not only in South Africa but in every 
nation of the world including our very own." 

Councilor Shields, and several seconders, moved that the MDii4 be referred to a 
joint connnittee of the Intellectual Freedom, International Relations, and 
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CQUIIBUS 



A canoe appeared around the point of land with four men, two women, a child. 
When they saw the Spanish fleet, they were so astounded that, in the words of 
Chanca, •they remained without a motion, a whole hour •.• " To the Spaniards 
these people were game rather than fellow beings. Several boats set out to get 
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During those two years of the administration of the brothers Columbus, an 
estimated one half of the entire population of Hispaniola was killed or killed 
themselves. The estimates run from one hundred and twenty-five thousand estimates an 



The arrival of Columbus in the western hemisphere initiated a campaign of 
terror and genocide. It took away the economic, political and cultural iden­
tity of the native people and imposed upon them a system of subjugation and 
dominion that has continued to this day. 

[Searcy, Emory R. •From the Executive Director." CALC Report, Mar. 1990, 
p.3.] 

After failing to find contacts to the emperor of China or the traders of India, 
Columbus decided to pay for his voyage in the only commodity he found--human 
lives. He seized 1200 ... Indians, crammed 




