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FREE ACCESS TO INFORMATION. 
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WHEREAS, information is essential for all persons at all age levels and all economic 

and social 
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that 11 1 ibraries are sti 11 not charging for those things that have been ' 
'tradltionally'free. 11 President Jones announced that the Executive Board 
met with Mrs. Horn on her resolutions and by a 5-4 vote recommends to 
Council that this be postponed until more information Is acquired. Mrs. 
Horn pointed out that her resolution was not concerned solely with data 
base information. Grace SloclJll urged defeat of the resolution, hoping that 
Council would ask for the development of a clear, well thoughtout statement 
on freedom of access to information in libraries a 
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RESOLUTION: FREE ACCESS TO INFORMATION 

WHEREAS 

~)7 tf: /0 
: (Rei nstated-r--

IHFatMlTION IS ESSENTIAL FOR ALL PERSONS AT ALL AGE LEVELS AND ALL ECONOMIC 
AND S~IAL LEVELS, AND 

WHEREAS 
PUBLIC LIBRARIES, SUPPORTED BY TAX FUNDS ARE "INSTITUTION.S OF EDUCATION FOR 
DEMOORATIC LIVOO", (LIBRARY BILL OF RIGHTS), AND EXIST TO PROVIDE INFORMATION 
TO AU. PERSONS. THEY HAVE A SPECIAL OBLIGATICN TO THOSE WHO HAVE NO OTHER 
ACCESS TO INFORMATION i.e. THE POOR, THE YOUNG, AND THE INSTITUTIONALIZED, AND 

WHEREIBE INCREASED USE OF EXPENSIVE, EFFICIENT AUTOMATED BIBLIOGRAPHIC DATA BASES, 
(MANY OF WHICH HAVE BEEN DEVELOPED WITH TAX FUNDS), HAS CAUSED SOME TAX­
SUPPORTED LIBRARIES TO CHARGE .992978.49LO4 439LO 6ONALI539-FLOW0.7 240. 233.72354 49483.2'lRAT8736ONALIF.96210.7 326.47 25t.A72354 49483.2STA39LO 6OLO 6O1R(EES 0 10.7 416/S286)Tj
354 49483.2INLO 6OLO 6ONALI 0 924FUNDS), THEY 
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WHEREAS, information is essential for all persons at all age levels and all economic 

and social levels, and 

WHEREAS, publicly supported libraries are "institutions of education for democratic 

living" (Library Bill of Rights), and exist to provide information to all 

persons, and 

WHEREAS, increased use of automated bibliographic data bases (many of which have been 

developed with tax funds) has caused some publicly supported libraries to 

charge for those services, which practice may set precedent for further 

fee setting, and 

WHEREAS, the charging of fees for information deprives service to those who cannot 

afford the fees, and thus effectively discriminates against them, and 

WHEREAS, ALA has urged the free flow of information and has spoken out clearly against 

all obstacles that stand in the way of an individual's access to ideas and 

information, 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that ALA affirm its belief in the concept of access to 

information,without charge to individuals, in public and other publicly 

supported libraries, and be it further 

RESOLVED, that the A L A develop and approve the following statement of policy: 

It shall be the policy of the American Library Association to assert that 
the charging of fees and levies for information services, including those 
services utilizing the latest information technology, is discriminatory 
in publicly supported institutions providing library and information 
services. 

It shall be the policy of the American Library Association to seek to make 
it possible for library and information service agencies which receive their 
major support from public funds to provide service to all people without ad­
ditional fees and to utilize the latest technological developments to insure 
the best possible access to information; and that 

The Association will, through an active program of information, education, and 
the formulation of future policy and programming, actively promote its position 
on equal access to information. 


