


resolutions passed at ALA annual

RESOLUTION ON THE
MULTILATERAL AGREEMENT ON
INVESTMENTS (MAI)

 WHEREAS the Multilateral Agreement on
Investments (MAI) is a pending global trade
agreement which will require signatory govern-
ments to relinquish a degree of sovereignty to
multinational corporations; and

WHEREAS the MAI is being negotiated
in secret under the auspices of the Organization
for Economic Cooperation and Development
(OECD), a grouping of the world’s 29 wealthiest
countries; and

WHEREAS the MAI will require govern-
ments to provide equal treatment for domestic
and foreign businesses, meaning that laws

offering preferential treatment to businesses or
organizations in a given locale or situation would be
subject to lawsuits to be heard in courts and as-of-yet
unnamed international tribunals, opening them up to
unlimited liability for the continuation of democratically
created laws; and

WHEREAS the MAI is intended to apply to all
levels of government (national, regional, local, commu-
nity) regardless of whether or not the governmental
body in question ratified the treaty, meaning that local
ordinances may be challenged by multinational
corporations; and

WHEREAS many public and academic libraries
receive the majority of their funding from governmental
bodies, who will be constrained in the policy-making
arena by the threat of foreign corporations taking legal
action against them if they feel local interests are being
placed ahead of their “rights”; and

WHEREAS the MAI will apply retroactively to
contracts and laws implemented before the MAI is
ratified; and

WHEREAS the MAI is anti-democratic and gives
multinational corporations rights that citizens to not
have while absolving them of most responsibilities; and

WHEREAS libraries and librarians are vital
components in maintaining democratic systems by
providing the information needed to maintain an
informed and involved populace, and so have a
significant stake in rebuffing attacks on democracy and
the power of citizens to control their lives; and

WHEREAS the British Columbia Library Associa-
tion Executive has already voiced its opposition to
MAI; therefore be it
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RESOLVED that the Social Responsibilities Round Table of
the American Library Association declares its opposition to the
continued negotiation of the MAI until such time as the negotia-
tions are opened up to representation by developing countries and
by non-governmental organizations dedicated to protecting
intellectual freedom, environmental, labor and consumer interests;
and be it further

RESOLVED that SRRT urges the ALA Council, current
President, and Presidents-Elect to publicly oppose MAI as a threat
to democratic values, local autonomy, and human rights.

Passed by SRRT Action Council, 6/27/98 Washington DC

RESOLUTION ON EQUAL ACCESS TO SENATE
AND HOUSE PRESS GALLERIES FOR
INTERNET REPORTERS

WHEREAS it is essential for a healthy democracy that the
public is well informed about the activities and policies of Con-
gress; and

WHEREAS objective and comprehensive coverage of
Congress can only happen when there is a free press; and

WHEREAS Congress has delegated the credentialling of
reporters to the Senate and House Periodical Press Galleries, whose
members are “correspondents, newsgathers, or reporters”; and

WHEREAS in 1996, the Executive Committee of the Press
Galleries denied press credentials to Vigdor Schreibman, a reporter
whose work is ublished through the Federal Information News
Syndicate (FINS); and

WHEREAS the Press Galleries issued credentials to Mr.
Schreibman in 1993, 1994 and 1995 as a correspondent for the
“Electronic Public Information Newsletter” (EPIN); and

WHEREAS there has been no substantial change in Mr.
Schreibman’s functions, inasmuch as he has always issued his
news columns and special reports in the names of FINS, distributed
over the Intrnet and in print as a correspondent for EPIN; and

WHEREAS Mr. Schreibman’s actions as a bona fide corre-
spondent and newsgatherer, previously accredited by the Periodi-
cal Press Galleries and validated by his continuing work, are
entitled to the protections of the First Amendment, which is a
personal right independent of who he serves as a correspondent at
any particular time; and

WHEREAS Mr. Schreibman has filed a lawsuit (Schreibman
vs. Holmes) in the U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia
challenging the denial of his press credentials based upon the first
Amendment to the Constitution command that “Congress shall
make no law...abridging the freedom...of the Press”; therefore be it

RESOLVED that the Social Responsibilities Round Table of
the American Library Association recognizes the validity of Mr.
Schreibman’s claim to be a correspondent and news gatherer and
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resolutions...continuing
monitors established to implement standards by disclosing

relevant information in a timely fashion.

 Passed by SRRT Action Council, 6/27/98 Wash. DC

RESOLUTION FOR
ENVIRONMENTALLY RESPONSIBLE
PAPERS

WHEREAS temperate rainforests represent a
very small percentage of coastal regions of temperate
latitudes; and

WHEREAS temperate rainforests represent
some of the most rare, rich, and remarkably diverse
ecosystems along North America’s Pacific Coast,
providing a unique biodiversity reserve of plant and
animal species; and

WHEREAS federal, state, and provincial governments
have established laws governing logging practices in these
temperate rainforests; and

WHEREAS logging continues to take place in these
old-growth temperate rainforests often in violation of federal,
state, and provincial laws; and that clear-cutting remains in
many instances the preferred method of harvest; and

WHEREAS Simon & Schuster has taken a progressive
and environmentally responsible lead among the publishing
industry by formulating a corporate policy not to use,
distribute, or purchase papers made wholly or in part from
clear-cut, old-growth trees; therefore be it

RESOLVED that the Social Responsibilities Round
Table of the American Library Association stimulate and
support other publishers, including ALA Editions, to adopt
similar policies stipulating that paper used in their publishing
and communication activities not come from paper mills a.
using wood chips from clear-cut, old-growth trees, or b.
using paper pulp or pulp stock from other mills that is using
wholly or in part materials taken from pristine, old-growth
forests.

Passed by SRRT Action Council, 6/29/98 Washington DC
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At ALA in DC, SRRT discussed Ann Symon’s
intellectual freedom statement “Libraries: An American
Value.” This statement is to become an important
policy to ALA, designed to be adopted nationwide by
libraries nationwide and equal in stature to the Library
Bill of Rights. Sandy Berman, Carol Reid and Charles
Willett have created a revised version of the statement
that was discussed in Action Council. Some council-
ors supported the changes, others recommended
refusing to support the statement altogether. It was
decided to discuss it further at Midwinter and let
individual SRRT members lobby for changes they
supported. Here is a quote from Charles:

“This message invites you as individuals to
support the revisions to the proposed ALA intellec-

tual freedom statement, “Libraries: An American Value”. I
have sent the text to June Pinnell-Stephens, chair of the
presidential task force, which published a draft statement to
ALA members in March 1998 and held a follow-up hearing at
ALA in Washington last month.  Ann Symons has made
intellectual freedom the focus of her ALA presidency.  The
presidential task force will prepare a final text this Fall and will
submit it to ALA Council at Midwinter for acceptance as

Libraries: An American Value?
official ALA policy.

If you support our more forceful, revised text — or if
you want to make other revisions of your own — please write
to June Pinnell-Stephens JuneP@muskox.alaska.edu
IMMEDIATELY.  Waiting until the next SRRT Action Council
meeting in January 1999 will be too late.”

In the interests of space, the relevant documents are
available online. Please send email to jessamyn@eskimo.com
if you would like them emailed to you. For more information
on the discussion, you may tune into the SRRT listserv.

 “Libraries: An American Value” original document with
comment form
http://www.ala.org/alaorg/pe/statement.html

memo with more info about LAV document
http://www.ala.org/alaorg/pe/statement_memo.html

Willett/Reid/Berman amended revision
http://www.jessamyn.com/SRRT/docs/lav.html

Library Bill of Rights
http://www.ala.org/work/freedom/lbr.html
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SRRTAC-L

The SRRT listserv SRRTAC-L is open to all SRRT members
and is a low-traffic [less than five messages a day unless there’s
a hot topic brewing] way of keeping up with SRRT’s issues
and discussions in-between conferences. Help decide SRRT’s
future directions and join in some lively debates.

If you would like to join the SRRT listserv, send the
following message to listproc@ala.org:

subscribe SRRTAC-L [your first name] [your last name]

Alternatives in Print
Charles Willett
352.335.2200
willett@afn.org

Coretta Scott King Award
Barbara Jones Clark
810.203.4606
bc2obps@atlas.moa.net

Environment
Frederick Stoss
716.645.2946, x224
fstoss@acsu.buffalo.edu

Hunger, Homelessness
& Poverty
Sanford Berman
612.694.8570
sberman@
sun.hennepin.lib.ms.us

International
Responsibil i t ies
Alfred Kagan
217.333.6519
akagan@uiuc.edu

Feminist
Kristen Carlson
312.996.2728
carlson@uic.edu
Veronda Pitchford
312.996.2728
vjpitch@uic.edu

Gay, Lesbian & Bisexual
Michael Miller, co-chair
212.854.5159
mjm83@columbia.edu
Bonita Corliss, co-chair
206.386.4615
bcorliss@spl.lib.wa.us

CONTACT INFO

note: this will be the last contact list with the old task force chairs,
please email us new contact info for your task forces


