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CMRDINATOR'S MEMO

Fl^om: John Hostage

Acti.on Council held a disn-ssion with
the four cardidates for ALA Presiderrt-
Elect dur irE the Midwinter rneetirE ln
Washington. They are Hannelore Rader,
Irene Hoadley, Rebecca BirEhan, ard
Richard Dougherty. Each made an openirE
stalement and then responded to ques-
tiorrs frorn the SRRT rnembers present.
Action Council later decided to erdorse
RffiECCA BII'IGI-IAM for the of f ice.

f had been invited, alorrg with other
heads of roundtables, to neet with Vice
kes ident/President-E1 ect Patr ic ia
Bergier drrring Midwrnter. Stre wanted in-
put fron us on what her kesident's Pro-
grd-n should be about in 1990. After
confeirirE with Action' Cor-rnci I , it wds
agreed that SRRT would recornrnerd a focus
on Lhe issue of racism in librarianship.
l"ts. Berfler acn eed to devote a segirnent of
her progran to this issue, and she wiil
call on SRRT for help in developing the
nraYTrAm

At the Annual Conference in New Orleans,
Action Council decided to nake a Fl^eedom
of Information Act reguest to the FEI
for anv f i les i t  mir-rht have on SRRT.
This was prompted by menber Dan TsarE's
f irdinq that the Br.rreau heid f i les on
him, inciudirE articles that had ap-
peard in L*ib'r-enf JqU1a41] I The SRRT re-
quest turned up only two items: a let-
ter' written in I97L W an r:nidentified
nember of AIA who was concerned that
SRRT had donatgd $200 to the Argela
Davis Deferrse F\.rrd, ard. a reply fron J.

Frinar Hrr,ver hirr,self . savirx-r that Davrs
was awaitirE prosecution, ard thus he
could not comment.

Action Council voted to endorse the ALA
Minorrty Internrship/FeI lowship Progrran
proposed by the Office for Library Ourt-
reach Services (OfnS) Advisory Commrttee
and recommerrded that it be exLended be-
voncl the nrornsed tl-rree veal-s ard tfraLt  - "*

AI A frrrv l  the nr. ' r r rFm af r-nrfqide rn-antq
vr 

qr rer

are not fourd.

Lesl ie Schotz of the South F[rntirgton
R-DIic Library (New York) has been des-
ig,nated as the SRRT representative to
#ho T i l r r :nr  FA,rcat . i  on Assemblv.  L i r rdal lv f  14 

i r  . I . . .uuuuuf vrr  ruJvlwr/

DeBeau-Melting of the Universrt-y of Mirr
nesota wi l i  f i I I  the IorE-vacant- posi-
tron of state affil j,ate representative
to SRRT, representirE Minnesota ffiRT.
Jody Blsh, who served as SRRT Treasurer
I  acrf  r raar i  q a '*_ :, lvlng up her Action Cour
ciI seat early, so there wil l  be four
posit iorrs to f i  i  I  in this year's elec-
tion. We thark her for her dedicated
service t'c SRRT arxl to social responsi-
bi  I  i t ies.

) t . . \ (x | l .++x+

AI-A ELECTIONS

As John Hostag,e noted, SRRT Action Coun-
ci I erdorsed Rebecca BirEhan for Ai-A
kesident-Elect. There are also several
SRRT members n-nrrirrg for Ai-A, Councii.
Tirne constraints prevented printirrg the
names of these candidates in this issue
of the newsletter. However, Jackie Et-t-
barks has been authorized by Action
Council to serd cards to all SRm
nembers before the election listirE the
nanes of SRRT cardidates.

---



HH,P IREE A SOUTT{ AFRICAN LIBPARIAN

Librarrans are uu ged. to vrrite an appeal
reguestinq the irunediate and uncondi-
t ional release of Thiswilandi Rejoice
Mabudafhasi, d SO-year-old Iibrarian,
widow, and mother of four children, who
has been held without charge or-trial in
South Africa for two years.

She was detained in October 1986 under
the nationwide state of emer'gency de-
clared the previous June. She nay be
held for an indefinite period by order
of the Minister of l-aw and O:rder, who is
not recnlired to state the reasons for
detention.

At the time of her arrest . !4r s.
Mahrdafhasi was an active member of the
United Democratic F\:ont, a natlonal
coal ition of g-roups opposed to
apartheid, and of the Detainees' Support
Comnittee, which docurnents human rights
violations and assists detainees ard
their fani l ies. Before her arest, she
vras a librarian at the lJniversitv of the
North in the Trarrsvaal.

Please send a polj te ietter, statirg the
basic facts of this case and urgirg her
release, to: Prr^esident P.}J. Botha,
State kesident's Of f ice, kivate Bag
XZt3, Pretoria 0001, South Africa.
(Airuail postagre is 45 cents)

Steve Marcn rardt I Ini versi tv of Wis-
consin,/Eau CIaire Library

LIBRARIANS' URGH.IT ACTION NETWORK

There has been recent disclrssion in SRRT
about startirE a I ibrarrans' Urgrent Ac-
tion Network. For those of you unfarnii-
iar with these, Urgent Action Networks
are nr.xrrams qcf rrn hv the international
hunan rights organization Annesty Inter-
national to provide rapid response to
cases of human rights abrses throughout
the world. AI serds descriptiorrs of the
particular cases to tl-rose people who are
part of the network, who in turn write
Ietters or send telegrams to governnent
officials and ot'hers in the countries
where the abuses have occtrred. If a
Iibrarians' Urg'ent Action Network were

SRRT Newslet ter

<ef r rn f Jrnqp nannl p i ntpraqf arl i n h'ei nrr

in it would receive ahor:t one dppeai per
nonLh, askirrg then to write at least one
letter as guickly as possible about the
case. We wouid be part of a "specif ic
interest" Iist and would be notified
about writers, publishers, teachers, and
Iibrari.an-s who have been detained, im-
prisoned, persecrrted, or s:bjected to
dny sirni Iar sort of abr,rse because of
their hunan rights activit ies. An
aq;reenent to wnte one letter per month
isn't a verlr heavy commitment of tine,
yet each person's letter, combined with
manw ntherq r-an hpln qA\/F a l i fe

T f \./^r I ,ara i nt prcqt a-l 'i n rral- ft  - -  : r_, :1rg ln-

volved in thls, or would sinrpiy l ike to
have more infornation about Arnnesty In-
ternational, piease contact:

:lal I j.e BarrLruger
Maddrx Library
Tr irrrty l-lniversit-y
71-5 Stadlum Drive
San Antonio, fi 7B2M
612)736-7343 (work)
ISLZ)7'37-26M (hone)

RFORT OF TtlE PEACE INFORI'ATION D(CI-fiI'GE
TASI( FORCE, AI*A MIDTIINTER MEETI}.IG,

* Peace Award. The tine period neces-
sary to publicize the award means that
no award will be g'iven in Dallas. Dead-
Iine for nonirntiorrs is the first day of
the next Midwinter conference for possi-
b1e presentation in Chicago 1990. FIy-
ers were placed at the offici.al litera-
ture distrib-ttion tabies at the confer-
ence. They wiII be available at Dalias
as wel l . Arurouncenents are culTently
beirE sent out to varior.rs official ALA
newsletters. There will be an adver-
tisenent on aII AI"A awarrCs, i.ncludirg
ours, in an upconirE issue of An_ef_i.E-en
Libraries.

t' Ot-tr next nailirg may contain flyers
from Citizerrs Network for Conmon Secu-
rity, a project of the Center for ReIi-
gion, Ethics, ard Social Policy. Ad-
dress: Anabel Taylor HaII, Corneil Uni-
versity, Ithaca, l.IY 14853.
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* DaIIas information: MeetirEs are
scheduled as foI Iows: br.siness (Sun.
6/25, B-9 a.m.;  Ttres.  6/27, 4;30-5:30
p.m.);  progran (Slrday 6/25, 8-10 p.n.  )  .
The nf f iTram' i  S tanfa ' l - i r ro ' l  r r  d^h6. l11]ed tO

be an address by the inconing national
president of Physicians for Social Re-
sponsibi l i ty. There wil l  be a PIE table
in the e><hibit hail as usual, in addi-
tion to the SRRT booth. INAC will be
helpirE us staff the table durirE the
e>Ceibit holrs. Volunteers (DESPERATELY
Nmm) to staff the tabLe should con-
tact me, as shor_rld anyone with anythirE
to display ard/or distr ih-rte. We wil l
Lry to coordinate things so that our
table ad_ioins that of ACCESS.

r Cllli caoo infnr66lj9p3 The La.w arrd PO-
l i t ical  Science Sect ion of the Associa-
tion of Coi lege arrd Research Libraries
has asked us to cffiponsor a prograrn
panel di .scussion tentat ively t i t led:
Arus Control arrd Disarnanent, Bibliogra-
phies and Sources. We have agreed.

-  Stephen J.  St i i lwel l ,  Jr .
Center for Science ard International
Affairs
Kenrredy School of Government
Harvard University
Canbridge, l,lA 02138

617)495-1408 (w) ;  (6L7)646-0253 (h)

PEACE ON EARTH
MI4P HA 3EMJIE

ONE MJCLEAR M,IB CAN RUIN YCXJR hTOLE DAY

Librariarrs for M-rclear Arms Control
(LNAC) is a national organization with
over 200 nembers. The LNA-C A_ipe.neE, the
LNAC newsletter, specializes in
bibiiographies ard peace networkirE
infonnation.

To become ; recrr-rlar nenber of

SRRT Newslet ter

Librarian*s for 1fuclear Arms Control
(LNAC), serrd $15.00 to: '

Librariarrs for Nucledr Arrs Control
P.O. Box 60552
Pasadena, CA 91106

LNAC A_lp"qneE subocriptiors only may be
obtained for $1-0.00.

) t******

NATIONAL LIBRARY WEET IS APRIL 9_15,
1_989

VOLLINTIERS NMM F'OR SRRT MTH

If you'd like to volunteer some tine to
staff the ffiRT booth at the ALA confer-
errce in Dallas in June. contact:

Elizabeth Morrissett
4101 University Dr., No. 54
Alaska Paci f ic University
Anchorage, AK 995084672
(9o7)5e-B2M (w)
(907)563-3323 (h)

NEI{ SRRT TASI( FORCE TO FORM

Elizabeth Morrissett of Alaska Pacific
Univer^sity has received approval from
Action Councii to form an Environnental
Information Task Force. Accordirg to
EIizabeth, such a task force is iong
overdue within SRRT ard ALA, especially
given the cr-u rent g'overnmental situation
in the U.S. She notes that a new online
database produced by the Ervironnental
Protection Arrensv. the Toxir-- Cheroicals
Release Inventory, makes the establish-
ment of such a task force timely. The
database will contain reports subnitted
W irdustries on toxic chemical re-
leases, either intentional or acciden-
tal. (More information on the database
is available on TO)O'IET. ) Organizational
meetings for the task force wiII be held
at AI^A Annua} in Dai las-check the ALA
progrrarn for times ard locations.
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WASHINGTON

The Anerican Library Association wiII
sponsoi a delegation to participate in
the March for Wonen's Equal ity,/Women's
Lives on April 9, 1989 in Washington,
D.C. The narch is hreirE coordrnated by
the National Or^ganization for Wonen
(NO}l) ard wril involve a lar-ge number of
organization-s in a dennonstration for
women's rights. At the ALA Midwinter
meetirE ln January, the AI-A Counci I
voted to support Lhe march.

The Altr Comrnittee on the Status of Women
in Lrbrarianship (CO6'WL). chaired by
GaiI Warner, is coordinatinc the Al-A
de Iegat ion. Individuals who are
interested in participatirE rn the march
should contact Cynthia Johrrson, Library
of Congress, MARC Editorial Division,
Washirrgton, D.C. 2054o (202)7O7-526L.
F\uther information on rneeti.rE time,
very basic accomodatiorrs, arr<l Iocation
wilI then be forwarded to oarticioants.

NOW is also sponsorirg a Congressi.onal
Iobby Day for wonen's rights on Morday,
April 10. COStt|L will obtain additional
infor"mation on these efforts for those
who might Iike to parLicipate. AiL
members may also wish to combine
rnvolvement in the above activities with
the Al-A, Annual Legislative Day irr
Washirgton, D.C. on Apr i l  11.

CONFERH{CE ON RACISI{ AND OTHER FTIRI4S OF
OPPRESSION

The Women Agairrst Racisn Comrnittee at
the University of Iowa Women's Resource
ard Action Center will present
"ParalIels ard Intersections: A National
Conference on Racisn and Other Forns of
Oppression" fron Apri} 6-9, 1989 in Iowa
City. For more information contact:

Women's Resource ard Action Center
University of Iowa
130 N. Madison St.
Iowa City, IA 52242
(319) 335-1486

SRRT Newslet ter

r,FSS SKIN. I'0RE SUBSTANCE

A petition askirE Spprlg l__I]-us_Lreled to
ei ini.nate its swimsuit issue dnd in-
crease j,ts coverage of wonen's sports
has been initiated by Athletes for
Eguality, a group working to oblain eq-
uitable coverage for women's athletics.
Thp rrrnr rn i q a l qn tarrrof i nrr ST 'q drl? hr'\-

Y*: -

rate sponsors with rts appeal. For more
rnforrnatron contact:

Beverly Smith
6805 Wood HoIlow Drive *361
Ar;stin. fi 7873I

RtrOHf OF TFE LIBRARY UNION TASI( FORCE,
Al.A MIDWINTffi MEE'fIl.lG

In resporrse to Drn & Bradstreet's recent
nr^ar:t i ce of rcstri r:t i nrr aceess t-o onl ine
databases for labor union subscnbers,
the task force adopted the foliowirE
resolution at its Midwinter meetirE:

"The Library lJnion Task Force of the AI-A
Social Resp'onsibi l ities Round Table
strorgiy protests the restriction of ac-
cess to any databases for any irdividual

^r 
m^nr rn in o-Cofdance With the ALA'SYr vsH

F?eedon to Read declaration. We partic-
ularly object to the restriction by Drn
& kadstreet liroitirE dccess to finan-
cial information by labor union sub-
scribers. We also urge AI-A to review
sponsorship of any AI.A awards supported
by organizatiorrs who violate the Fl^eedorn
to Read declaration. "

The resolution was forwarded to the Ref-
erence ard Adult Services Division
(RASD), which has said i t  wil l  recon-
sider acceptirg an award to be presented
by D.rn & fuadstreet to the RASD B.:,siness
Reference and Services Section.

The task force also announced topics for
upcomirg programs. The program at the
ACRL rneet-irE in Cincirrnati in Apri 1 is
entitied "kofessional Tine for Librari-
Anq " The ton'i r: of the nrcrrrarn at thesrur evl /4v

AT.A Arrnual ineetirE in DaIIas in June is
"Why Librarians Unionize. "

_-T
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RtroRl' oF TFm GAY AND IHBIAN TASIq
FORCE. AI-A MII)WINTffi I\ffiTIl'E

ThLe 1989 Dallas progirdn is titled "Oir
F{e:-rt -Kent Secret ' e rea f i ncr Co } I ect rrq
LLLrr rLvIrL : f  ,JqL f  r rY 

'

anr-l Preqer v' i no Gav and T,psbi an Materi-r  a ! 'Jer Y tr rY 
""1

a1s, " and, wi 1i ta-lie place on June 26
frorn 2100 to 5:00 p.rn. Speakers and de-
tai ls are ir-r the worl<s . Anyone wr i i rrg
to sneal.: ,-rr heln with tlre nrrrn'am shouldL 

- /  
JHUIJ!

contact Leon Bey. 1352 Harvard Blvd..
Day'ton. OH 45406.

The DaIlas conference wi. l I  a lso lnclude
an evenirnr rf readiry-rc bv the Task ForcevrrJrrY

memi-nrshirr  tentat ivelv schedrt led for

Snnday . Jurre 25 fron 7 : 00 to 9 : 00 p. n.
Anvone interest .ed in rear l incr f rom their.u r /  v.  r !

ovJTr work or from pubii.shed worlq shrouid
contact Roiand Hansen, Secre-
tarylTreasurer GLTF, 3€24 N. F?emont.
Chrcaqo, IL 60613.

As r.r,sual, a social rs plarrned for Satur-
day night. Voir-nteers are needed to
haln nrrranizc fh i . l  crrent cener: ia l  lv  inr r ' - . rF,  L ' r \ j (xrr !v

the Dallas metrc: area. Piease contact
Leon Bey if you worrld like to help out.

The Gay ard Lesbian Task Force will cel-
ebrate its l-wentreLh anriiversd-ty dlringl
the AI^A annual confer^ence in Chicago,
1990. Many activit ies are beirE
nl anrrerl Nee1led ,arA n{ar q^nq fafni I iaf
fJIqruI9U. t rvvuvu

with the history of the Task Force,
qr raapq.|- i nnq f ar qneakef-S rv:rqa)nq
JU\JyLJ LfUr U lu l  Jyuw\vf  J t

interested. in oral history who might be
uri I  I  inn f n rer-nrr l  nelLonAl l-r  iStOfieS,nr r  !  r r r9

etc . Please contact Rolard Harrsen i f
you have any relevant inforrnation.

The St-eenrE Comrnittee appolnted Adan
Schiff as the new Gayll-esbian Book Award
Comruittee chair. The previot-ts chair was
f orr:ed t o res i crn f or nersona I reasons .r  es4Yr

At this point nominations are closed.
The awards witl be anrrounced in March,
in tine to be included with the other
ALA Awarris announcements. The Book
Award Comnittee wil l  neet in Dallas.
The 19BB Gay,zl,esbian Book Award will be
nresentecl at the lnl las nrcxrrdrn on June
tsa vrsrrvvu sv

26 at  2:00 p.n.

Thc Ql-aer i r r^r  Commif fec alqo annroved af r lu ULUU! rr4J

new publ ication f or the Cieari.nghouse.
Titled "Gays ard Lesbians on Stage: How
to Find Gayllesbian Piays, " it was com-

SRRT Newsiet ter

ni lrrd hv eal (lorrcrh (-learitrrhotLSe CoOf-
Prr.-u ! i /  

- . .Y' . - ' "

drnator. Also approved was the revision
nf "C:rr  l ]aqnl  t r6-oq f  nr  Fel  ' i  r r i  nt  rc Qtr  r r l r r  "
UI L 'U1 l \LrJvq uq- l -  r \E f  rg IUl€ !  L uuj /  .

V,clunteers with e>lpertise in thrs drea
are needed to help wlth the revislon.
Corr-espondence reiated to t-he Clearrng-
house should be sent to Cal Gotrgh, 49L
Semrnole Ave. *l-4. Atlanta. GA 30307.

fhe Steerinql Commlttee has annor-mced
ti-u ee vdcancies to be appointed at Dal-
las: MaIe C+-Cfratr^; CIear'inghLrLtse Coor-
diriaf-or'; F\-rb} tctty Coromittee Charr
7\nrrnr,a infoyaqtof l  in "ntnt f inCt" fOf Of-ru r j l  ._rr  rv

f ice should contact Rolarrd Hanserr.

-Roland Hansen

SECOND INTERNA-TIONAL MOK
NICARAGUA '89

FESTIVAL-

The Nicaraguan Cuitural  AII iance wiI I
sponsor a U.S. delegation of pt-rJclishers,
editors, authors, Iibrarians, ard. other
interested individuals to the second In-
ternational Book Festiva). Nicaragnra '89,
to be held in ManaEra in JuIy. The irdi-
vidual registration fee of $10 ($50 for
booth registratior-payabie to the
N.C.A. )  is due by May 20. The est inated
cost for U.S. deleg:ates is $500 (meais,
Iodgringr, transportation to arrd from
fair ,  etc.) ,  p lus air fare.  To be piaced

on the U.S. delegat ion mai l i rE l is t ,  ard
to obtain additional information, con-
tact :

Sue Goodwin
P.O. Box 53423
Washirrgit,on, D. C. 20009

NE}I LIBRARY OF COhGRESS SIJB]ECT FEADI}'IGS
OF INTEREST

Feninist theology
Lesbian teacher-s
Libraries ard the honeiess
Mi 1 itary-irrdustria I conPl ex
Selective conscientious objection
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Ilene Rockman
Ca l  Pol  v T. i  hrayrz

l lan T.rr iq Ohi. lno CAvu LrY\J 
'

(805)756-2273

CAII FOR MANUSCRIPTS

SRRT Inerilrer Ilene Focknan, edit-or of
Rgf eggpqg S.efv_-ic-qs fte-r,ligyr, invites
manr rqr-ri nts (nr's' i I i  nn n'i cces annotat-ed\uv! fuavrr

h.i  hl i r-rn anhies) nn nnnf cmn.\rary Socialr rpr LvYr /  vr^

i ssr res Tnn'i r:s m i crht i ne I t tde the rol e
of libraries rn coml:)attrrE iiteracy, re-
sources for arrd about the i-romeless, core
col lect ion-s in lnt .ernat ional pedce, el-c ' .
Recent RSR articles have focused on acld
rain. the AIDS eprdemic, and Augusto Ce-
saf Sandino. For fluther informatron
Antl nr rhl ' i  r :al- i  nn cn r i  de l  i  neq n' l  ease CCrt-r-

tact :

multrcul tural  ism. I i.teracy, smal I
nrcqqrrs crav arrcl lesbian books for yourql

'  Y ^t

adults, ard community participation in
ninority services. Each section is ex-
harrqt ' i  velv renresente.d in Sardv BeIT0an'5l ru l ! r lvvr i r

20 page index. The fact that the au-
thors incirrded are poets, actrvists and
Iaw professors, as weii as l ibrarrans,
broadens arrd. enriches the perspectrve on
the issues addressed.

Alt-hor-rgh you nay not read the entire
collection or agree with every d.uthor,
you wrll find Al-te]:no!-rye Li-brer:r Lit-er-
at=\g'g, to be informative, thoug'ht-provok-
i  nrr  anr l  h iohlv entertai  n i  no.  The Li-Jrr \J '

brarran-s Songbook is worth the prlce of
the book alone.

- Barbara Morgan

uN_mral AC-cEss r0 INIpBMATIO.N RE9SJR!E$,
PIQBTEMS ArgD N_m6 OF TI€ WORLD S i_N_FOB-
MATION PQQ"R. Ed. by Jovian P. l,arE.
Pier ian Press. 1988. 249 pp. ISBN 0-
8765V239-7 pttl< . $35 .00 . FrbI isher's
address: P.O. Box 1808, Ann Arbor, MI
48L06

The reality that knowledqe is power and
that access to rnformation can be an es-
sential factor to gainirE control over
one's l i fe has been recognized by I i -
brari.arrs for many years. It has also
becone nore and more apparent in recent
years that an increasirE nunber of peo-
nl c thror rrrhor rt thi s eot tntrw arrd the
} / rv

world are iosing out in the attenpt to
gain a share of the "information nar-
ket." These people are rapidly becomirE
the world 's " information poor."  Not
sr-rrprisirEly, they are comprised of the
rrr l -nn ncr)r-  the elderlv the Thrrd
World, the disabled, ard. women and chil-
dren aII groups which suffer most
from econoroic,  poi i t ical ,  ard social
lisenfranchisement .

Theqc nan+1l s nresent ecl at a 1986
cr.,ryTress for I ihrarians orrranized ard-
qnonqored hv St Johns Universitv seek
to identify the special needs of the
"information poor" and explore the role
that agencies, particularly federai g'ov-
errunents, can play in helpirE to al levi-
ate the growirE lack of "information
jr.stice, " Librarians ard. media special-

93407

MOK REVIEI{S

Berman, Sanford and Darky, James. AI-:

A B-IEINIAL ANIHOI=QGY. McFarland. 1988.
285 pp. ISSI{ 0749-6885. ISBN H9950-
336-5. ptt<. $35. Rrbl isher's address:
Box 61-L, Jefferson, N.C. 28640

If you feel t-hat you may tmly explre or
go car eenirE over the edge if you dre
forced to read one more article on ret-
rmpectrve conversion in L-tb-rely Jp-Urne]
or B"rb--I-r"C l.-i-,bLel-y ft.lA.rter-iy, settle in
with Sanford Berman's arrd Jarnes Darky's
I atest A1-t.e-nnetiye l.-i-b-rer-y L. :f,er-elur-e
rnstead for a refreshing change of pace'
This col lection of essavs selected from
sources as diverse as the
U.INjA.LF-*AI"S*H*E1D L-tb-r^at-i-a-n, Trkkun ard
Huricane Al ice reveals that there is
Itfe and even inspiratron beyond nuch of
the mainstream I ibra4r and library-re-
Iat-ed l i teratwe-

The editors have divided the book into
11 thernatic sectiorrs r Work, Women,
Nrkes/Pear:e Censorqhin Al  f  ernat ives,I  tw \vJl

Serrrlce,/Advocacy/hpowerment, Kid.s, A/V'
Books ard Readirrq, Just for Kids, ard a
special feature on the Central Aroeri-
can/Nicaraguan eonnection. Aroorg the
selections are excellent art icles on

SRRT Newslet ter March 1-989
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rsts probe the obstacles to infoi-mation
access, the inplicationr,s for Iibraries,
ard look at possible solutions to the
problem. The need for legisiat lon and
adeglate fundirE to ef f ect remedies
erDerges clearly. Valuable appendices, a
bibliography, and an index are provided.

-- Lori Keenan

tx

I]'IFA9I' BB-ING_"S QE To L-IGHT , I]BIERAL
-ET-,E(TRI_E, SIIM.IN] M=Iq!.EAF WEAPONS POLI_
^iThUII.5 l_LlR PROFITS. Researched and cc)n-
pii"o ni nnncr. TNFACT. rgas. 1-33 pp.
$6.95. ISBN 0-9619952-0*3. pbk. tub-
lrsher's address 256 Hanover St..
Bcston, l"1A 021,1,3 .

INFACT is besL known for its role in or-
granizirE the Nestle boycott to protest
that corporation's infant formula uiar-
ket i rvr nra r-i i r-eq i n rlprro I rrni r,l-*19 coun-
tnes. The hoycott  f inal ly forced Nes-
tle to neg'otiate a settienent with IN-
FACT anr l  i ts ' : r rnrxrr terq f 'nnl- inrr i rvr  i fq

stn:ggle to "hold corporations directly
accowrtable for their practices that en-
darEer the health and survival of people
a] I over the world, " the grassroots ac-
tion org-anization turned its attention
in 1984 to corporate involvernent i.n nu-
clear weapons prorluction. INFACT tar-
nr.terl thc Gpnera I F'l ar-f r-i /- /-nmn--'. ' +L ^
9vuvs ul lv uvt lv l  ur  Lrvvut rv vvupCtl l /  r  L l le

third largest corporation in the U.5.,
as a focus of the nuclear weapons indus-
try's role in prornotirq nucledr weaporis
blild-up and then reaping profrts fron
wedpons prod.uction. A nationwide by-
cott was called by INFACT in 1986 to ex-
eit economic pressure on GE-the same
strategy used successfully on NestIe.

The INFACT staf f has thoroughJ.y re-
searched arrd docr-rmented Gt's pdst arrl
present involvenent in influencirE gov-
errment decisiorrs related to weapons
production. GE's diverse multi-natiornl
structure ard profit history are fully
described as welI. A mult i tude of
graphic statistics and illustrations en-
hance the wei l--organized narrative.
Facts are well-docurnented in the erd-
notes. Those wishirrg to join in the
boycott wil l  f i rd vatuable the l ist of
GE products ard regional INFACT carnpaign
centers, ard thd sarnple letter to the
Chief E<ecutive Officer of GE.

MSRR.I BACT€ GE BOYCOTT

Convinced that multirrational muclear
weapons ruakers, such as General EIec-
iri r- not nnl w nr^rrf i t ennrmnuq l v frrrme.LLt PL JLT ruvwr/

"nuke" production but also contribute
d' i rcr- t  lv  tn the sniral ' i  no nrrr : l  eeu'  a-r lns
race, the SociaI ResponsibiI i t ies Rourd.
Table of the Minnesota Libra:1r Associa-
t ' i on has exnressed its qrnnort for IN-
FACT's camna'i crn tn stnn thc nroductionY.

of nuclear weapons ard break the influ-
ence of trarrsnationai weapons corpora-
troruq in national ard. gIobaI secur^rty
decisiorrs.  Mff iRT also specif ical ly er
dor^sed INFAgf 's boycott of all GE prod-
ucts as a rned.ns to end GE's nuclear
weapons work ard Lrrged other lrbraries,
n,'r] I pern r,-q anr'l r-nnr-ernarl rr.rrrr lnq tn rlr^t

the sarne.

- Sanford Berman

FRC['{ TFE MITOR

It was announced in the last issue thal
the March issue would be devoted to the
commemoration of SRRT's 20th anniver-
sary. However, the volume of news gen-
erated by Midwinter neetirgs hds nade it
necessary to postpone the anniversary
issue untii June.

The SRRT Newsletter (ISSN 0749-L67O)
is published guarterly by the Social
Resporrsibi i ities Round Table of the
Anerican Library Association. It is
sent to members of SRRT as part of
their nembership and is available to
others on rubscription for $L0.00 per
year. Subscription is open to both
members ard non-nembers of Al-A. Cor-
resporrdence ard nanuscripts nay be
sent to SRff/AI3, 50 E. Fl-ron St. .
f l r inaan TT Ana'11 nr f l i rant1rr  16 lhguf f  vv u r  i /

editor at : HoI lard Library,
Washington State University, R:llman,
}JA 99164-s6i0 (BITNET: S0(OT€}.lSuVMl)

Editor: Ctrris Sokol
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Board: Elizabeth Mon issett

Lirda Pierce
John Sheridan
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NE]dS FROM OL,OS ON MINORITY CONCERNS

.* In November the AI-A Off ice for Library
O-rtreach Servrces (OL05) Advrsory
Comnittee for the ALA Minority
Fellowshrp Prcpiram began plannirE a pro-
ject that would identify and recruit mi-
nority l ibrariarrs who would each spend
one year workrrE with ALA headqrarters
staf f The nrrrrram 'i s a resnon5e to the
changrrE demographics of A.nerican socl-
ety,  in whrch a rapidly growing nlnori ty
base i s exnecte.d to comnri se one-third
.of the nat ion's populat ion by 2000.
The proposal cal Is for the project to
run for three years, thr-rs benefittirE a
totai  of  LZ minori ty l ibrar ians.
* ALi|s Minority Concerns Membership
Survey Advisory Group met in December to
plan dn assessmerrt of minority 1i-
brar-iarrs' level of participation in ALA
arrd the degree to which AI-A is involved
in rniriority-related progralns and ser-
vices. Thu^ough surveys, arrd analyses of
AI-A poticy doc-'unents, the Corunittee on
Minority Concerns will obtain data on
the role ninor i ty I ibrar ians play in
detenoining ALA pol icy. Result .s wi l l  be
used to develop a plan for broadenirE

minonty lrorarian involvenent rn ALA.
* fn Jrrly AL;\ (--cimcil approved a public
policy staternent on ninority concerrs
init iated iry ALA's Council  Counittee on
Minnr i f  v Cnnr-prnq Thp rvr l  inrr  t r i  nrrq

fr ' r rcfher al I  nf  ATA'q nnqi f  innq --r  -"Lcrr l(-r IJLrl.r
I ie nol icv statemenf s rcr-rarrl incr the aS-
qr- ' r ' ' iaf  inn'q nrrv-rreqqirr ,o hiql-nrr , t  r - r f  r1n-

posirE ineguity and discriroination. The
nnl i  r .w a I  qn fnrme I  I  r r  r lar- l  araq lT A 'q nr.r-

sition on important societal issues a.=
they relate to people of color arrd. irt'-
formation access. These inclr-rde pronot-.
inc the remriva I of I arnn rarre anc'l economic
-^ ' :J

barriers to information resources, such
as f ees for the u-se of eLectronrc
datalnses; educating, recrr-ritirE, and
retarnrtrg nrinority I ibrarians; promoting
the clevelonment of  ethnicnl  lv  d iverse
l ibrary coI Iectrorrs; and af f irmirE the
I  i t rarv '< Inm-qfarr l i r r r r  rn le in nrmrir l -

ing equal access to information- For
further- information on the above activi-
t res,  contact :

Sr.bvl E. Moses. Al,A/OiCs
50 E. I-luron St.
Chicagro. IL 606L1
|3Iz) 944-6780 or l--€00-545-2433

AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION
50 EAST HURON STREET
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 6061 1
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