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COORDINATOR'S h{EMO

FROM: John Hostage, Act ion Counci l
Coordinator

SRRT members had a full schedule as
usual at  the Midwinter Meeting in San
Antonio. Among the i-ssues which were
the focus of at tent ion at Act ion Counci l
was a report to ALA Council from head-
quarters about the state of  n inor i ty
hir ing and staff ing at 50 E. Huron St.
Many members fel t  that there is st i l l  an
inbalance of ninorities and women in the
Iower ranks and white nales in the upper
levels.  A resolut ion was presented to
CounciL by SRRT nember and ALA Coun-
ci lor Mary Biblo for staff  to prepare a
proposal for inplenent ing an aff i rnat ive
act ion plan at headquarters.

Another document which caused sone con-
troversy was a lengthy proposal for in-
plenent ing ALA Strategic Long-Range PIan
(SLRP). A close reading of the document
showed that i t  gave short  shr i f t  to
ALA's social  responsibi l i t ies,  and
Action Council member (another ALA Coun-
ci lor)  Linda Pierce led the effort  to
draft  some proposed revisions to the
plan.

A large part  of  Apt ion Counci l 's at ten-
t ion was directed toward the candidates
for ALA president and treasurer. They
were invi ted to speak with us on Sunday
afternoon. Patricia Berger and Rebecca
Bingham, candidates for president,  and
Carla Stof f le,  Mary Ghikas, and Bi l l
Roberts,  candidates for t reasurer,
addressed SRRT's quest ions at length.
At i ts Monday uree$ing, Act ion Counci l

had a l ively discussj-on on whether to
endorse any of the candidates. There
were part isans for each president ial
candidate, but there was not a clear
najor i ty that fel t  that ei ther one
represented strongly enough what SRRT
was looking for, so no endorsement was
made. After a discussion of the caadi-
dates for t reasurer,  i t  was decided to
endorse Carla Stoff le for that of f ice.
I t  was fel t  that she could best cont inue
Patr ic ia Schuman's t radi t ion of  inde-
pendence and clar i ty in explaining the
budget to membership, uraking sure not
only that the books balanced, but that
ALA's funds are used in accordance with
the members'  pr ior i t ies.

Sibyl  Moses, the new Director of the
Off ice for Library Outreach Services,
rr tas introduced to Act ion Counci l .  She
also serves as staff  l ia ison for SRRT.

In budgetary news, Action Council
approved an addit ional $1500 for the
Feninist  Task Force's program on working
across racial  l ines at the Annual Con-
ference in New Orleans. Also, Jackie
Eubanks and Nancy Gruber will be coor-
dinat ing the SRRT booth in the exhibi ts
hal l . They wi l I  be looking for
volunteers to staf f  the booth dur ing the
conference.

******



CSK AWARDS TO TAYLOR, STEPTOE

Mildred Taylor,  author of The
Friendship (Dial)  and John Steptoe'
i l lustrator of  Mufaro's Beaut i fu l
DauFhters: An Afr ican TaIe (Lothrop'
Lee & Shepard) are the l9B8 recipients
of the Coretta Scott  King Awards for
outstanding inspirat ional and educa-
t ional  contr ibut ions to I i terature for '
children and young adults published in
I98?.

The awards, administered by the SRRT
Coretta Scott  King Awards Task Force,
are given each year to a black author
and a black i l lustrator to commemorate
the l i fe and works of Dr.  Mart in Luther
King, Jr . ,  and to honor Mrs.  Coret ta
Scott King for her courage and deter-
minat ion to cont inue the work for peace
and world brotherhood.

Cited for honorable mention were:
Alexis De Veaux, author,  An Enchanted
Hair  Tale (Harper & Row);  Jul ius
Lester,  retel ler ,  Tales of  Uncle
Remus: The Adventures of Brer Rabbit
(Dial) ;  Ashley Bryan, i l lustrator,  What
a Morning! The Christmas Story in
Black Spir i tuals (Margaret K. McElderry
Books) i  Joe Sam, i l lustrator '  The
InvisibLe Hunters (Chi ldren's Book
Press )  .

AI l  recipients wi l l  be honored at the
annual Awards Breakfast on Tuesday,
July L2, at  7:30 a.m. in New Orleans
during the I98B ALA Annual Conference.

Members of the awards jury are: Henri-
et ta M. Sni th,  Universi tY of  South
Flor ida, Tampa (Co-chair) ;  Carole J-
McCoIlough, Wayne State Universi ty '
Detroi t  (Co-chair) ;  David t .  Searcy,
At lanta-Fulton Publ ic Library (Chair  of
CSK Awards Task Force); Rita Auerbach,
Stratford Avenue School,  Garden City,
NY; Mary Biblo, Universi ty of Chicago
Laboratory Schools;  Barbara Jones,
Detroi t  PubI ic Schools;  Ginny Moore
Kruse, Cooperat ive Chi ldren's Book
Center,  Universi ty of Wisconsin-
Madison.

--David L. SearcY
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WE NEED A NEW EDITOR

The position of SRRT Newsletter editor
wiI I  be vacant as of Septenber,  I9BB.
Anyone interested in serving as editor
should contact John Hostage, Harvard
Law School Library, LangdelI  Hal l ,
Cambridge, MA 02138, phone (617) 495-
4295; or Jeanne Kocsis,  Universi ty of
Massachusetts Library, Col lect ion
Development Divis ion, Amherst '  MA
01003, phone (413) 545-0058. The najor
requirements are the ability to meet
four deadl ines per year '  and the abi l -
ity to attend ALA Annual and Midwinter
Conferences. I f  not an elected member
of Act ion Counci l ,  the editor is a
nenber ex off ic io.  Appointment wi l l  be
nade at Annual Conference, New Orleans.
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REPORT FROM GAY AND LESBIAN TASK
FORCE: MIDWINTER SlnfivIARY

PauI Weiss and CaI Gough presented the
f i rst  draft  of  the new by-Iaws. A
bal lot  for  acceptarce or reject ion wi l l
be subnitted to the nembership by rnail
in Apr i l .  Voters are reminded to vote
NO if they feel there are major points
of  content ion.  The Steer ing Commit tee
feels i t  is i rnportant to implement
by- laws as soon as possible, to get the
Task Force noving. Changes can be made
as the Task Force develops and changes.

A nominat ing comnit tee has been
forned. Members are Steve Murden and
Ullen Greenblatt .  Others are urged to
volunteer:  send your name to Ro1and
Hansen, at the address g, iven at the end
of th is art ic le.

The posit ions of Female Co-chair  and
Secretary,/Treasurer wi l l  be vacant.
Anyone wanting to run for office should
subnit  their  nane to the Noninat ing
Corunit tee. (Also,  Dee Michel  is
resigning as MaIe Co-Chair.  The Task
Force is searching for a volunteer to
f i l l  out the l9BB-Bg term. Please
contact Roland Hansen if vou are
interested. )

The Steering Committee approved a
memorial  resolut ion for Joseph Gregg.
Joe began the Task Force Thesaurus
Project and wtrsi a founder of the
Gerber-Hart Gay Lesbian Library and
Archive in Chicago. The resolut ion
wi l l  be presented to Gerber-Hart  af ter
Annual Conference, 1988.

Attendance was very good at General
Membership, with many new faces. We
welcome everyone and thank you for your
involvenent.

Three projects were approved:

1.  Revis ion of  the 1980 Gay Bibl io-
graphy with a name change to Gay and
Lesbian Bibl ioAraphy. I t  wi l l  be of
interest to the general  publ ic,  but
wi I I  be geared to l ibrar ians.  David
Streeter has volunteered to coordinate

this very worthwhi le project.  Anyone
interested in working on i t  should send
their  name to Roland Hansen. A pro-
posal wiI I  be sent to ALA request ing
that the bibl iography be publ ished by
ALA Publ icat ions.

2. Cornpi lat ion of an AIDS information
resource book for I ibrar ians, t i t led
Gett ing AIDS Infornat ion to Librar ians,
to be published surnmer 1988. Among the
topics to be included are:

*A bibl iography of bibl iographies
on AIDS

*Sources for pamphlet and vert ical
f i le nater ia ls

*Sources for f i lm and video
*Resource l ist  of  expert  l ibrar ians

on the subject of AIDS

Anyone with infornat ion for this pro-
ject should contact Wayne MuI1in,
Access Services, McHenry Library,
Universi ty of Cal i fornia, Santa Cruz,
cA 95064.

3. Publ icat ion of a newsLetter.  The
f i rst  issue, Spr ing,  1988, wi I I  be dis-
tr ibuted in Apri l ;  future issues wi l l
be quarter ly.  Vincent Menott i  is
editor.  The newsletter wi l l  be a means
of conveying Task Force business to al I
subscribers. Project proposals,  con-
ference infornat ion, and reports by the
Steering Comitteer dS wel l  as input
from the general  nembership, wi l l
provide readers an opportunity to keep
up with the goals and object ives of the
GITF. The subscript ion fee is $5.00 per
year.  Orders/ infortat ion should be be
sent to Vincent Menott i ,  Box 15I15,
Washington, DC 20003-0115.

From now of,r all correspondence per-
ta in ing
should

general Task Force business
sent to the Secretary,/

Treasurer at his hone address: Roland
Hansen, 3824 N. Frernont,  Chicago, I t
60613. This wi l I  provide a s ingle
address for the Task Force for at least
a two-Yeat 

'utl-rorand Hansen

to
be
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MORE ON MIDWINTER

At the Act ion Counci l  neet ing on
January 9, Mir iam Crawford reported on
the pre-conference sponsored by the
Feninist  Task Force. Under the lead-
ership of Francine Kendal l ,  a group of
about 20 white women net to discuss
their own racism and to target
strategies for long-range act ions to
combat racisn. One suggestion that was
proposed included sett ing up a large
neet ing of groups which are interested
in th is issue ( including SRRT, Reforma,
BIack Caucus, Asian-American Librar-
ians, and others) with the purpose of
increasing communication back and forth
between groups and to create joint
projects ( fron their  incept ion) with
other groups rather than asking for
their support for projects already
planned.

Jody Bush addressed the issue of white
women gett ing together to work on their
own racism and noted that sone people
had questioned whether this approach is
exclusionary.

SRRT will continue to be at the fore-
front of this issue and the general
consensus was that after the New
Orleans conference more projects wi l l
grow and we wi l l  cont inue bui lding
coal i t ions.

The revision and reprinting of the SRRT
brochure have been postponedl some task
forces have not turned in revised
descript ions. A new conmittee wiI I  be
formed at Annual Conference to tackle
this project.  Bethany Lawton volun-
teered to create a one-sheet t'stop-gapt'

brochure to be used (part icular ly at
the SRRT exhibit booth) until the new
off ic ial  brochure can be completed.

--Froru Action Council minutes
prepared by Bethany Lawton,
Secretary Pro Tem

VOTTJNTEERS NEEDED FOR SRRT BOOTH

SRRT will once again provide an oppor-
tuni ty to display I i terature pertaining
to our var ied interests.  Jackie
Eubanks and Nancy Gruber are coor-
dinating the SRRT booth at the con-
ference in New Orleans, JuIy 9-f4.
These efforts are more effective if
someone is there to greet and talk with
vis i tors.  I t 's  funl  Please consider
spending at least one hour of your
conference time staffing the SRRT
booth. Send Nancy the coupon below to
let  her know you're wi I I inS to help.

Return to Nancy Gruber, 890 West End
Ave.,  Apt.  6D, New York,  NY 10025.

I would like to trblp staff the SRRT
booth in New Orleans.

Nanne:

Address:

City:

State: ZIP:

SIBYL E. MOSES TO HEAD OIOS

Sibyl E. Moses has been aPPointed
Director of ALA's Off ice for Library
Outreach Services effective February
B. She has held posit ions at the
Universi ty of I fe Library, I le-f fe '
Nigeria,  and the New York Publ ic
Library Research Librar ies ( including
the Schomburg Center for Research in
Black Culture).  At Midwinter,  Act ion
Counci l  welcomed Sibyl  as SRRT's ALA
staff  l ia ison. The OLOS posit ion has
been vacant since November 28, 1986.
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CANDIDATES FOR ALA COI.TNCIL

Because of the full agenda at Mid-
winter,  Act ion Counci l  did not have
time to consider formal endorsement of
SRRT nembers who are running for ALA
Counci l - .  I t  was decided, however,  to
pr int  their  names in the Newslet ter .
The following SRRT nembers are Council
candidates: Toni Bearman, Marva
Deloach, Linda Anne Dougherty,  Robert
Frankl in,  E.J.  Josey, Diane Kadanoff ,
Frances McDonald, Orthel la Moman, Noel
Peatt ie,  Pat Rom, David L Searcy,  Betty
Turock, Barbara Webb, Mary El izabeth
Wendt,  and Binnie Tate WiIk in.  There
may be others, but these were the only
candidates ident i f ied by press t ime.
Carla Stoff le,  endorsed by Act ion
Counci l  for ALA Treasurer,  is also a
member of SRRT.

*******

NEWS FROF{ THE TIBRARY TJNION TASK FORCE

The Library Union Task Force is arl
interest group of academic, publ ic '
speci.al  ,  (etc.  )  l ibrar ians who are
involved in col lect ive bargaining from
the employee perspective. This group

complements the Library Adninistrat ion
and Management Associationts Personnel
Adrninistrat ion Sect ion's Union ReIa-
tions for Mana$ers Discussion Group
which focuses on the enPloYer's
perspect ive.

IUTF is updat ing their  nai l ing l ist .
I f  you would l ike to be included send
your name to: Jeanene McNair,
Universi ty of  South Flor ida Libary '  t IB
309, Tampa, f t  33620.

LUTF has submitted a ProPosal for a
poster session at ALA New OrLeans this
JuIy. The topic is Union Newsletters
to Keep Librarians Inforned. There is
strength in sol idar i ty.  Since most
faculty unions are a democracy of the
act iv ists,  the l ibrar ians carr gain a
strength beyond their numbers when they
are uni ted.

Newsletters are frequent ly used as the
vehicle to inform and survey the mem-
bers. They can unite the l ibrar ians in
a common course of act ion. Current ly
newsletters from the Flor ida and
Cal i fornia system wi l l  be included in
the poster system. I f  you have a union
newslet ter  you would be wi l l ing to
share at ALA, contact Jeanene McNair at
the above address, or phone (Bf3)
974-2047.

LUTF is planning a hospital i ty sui te at
AtA as a forum to discuss "fs the
faculty nodel r ight for academic
l ibrar ians?" Invi tat ions wi l l  be sent
to l ibrar ians on the LUTF nai l ing l is t .

--Jeanene McNair

x*****x

IYIORE ON IUTF POSTER SESSION

The Library Union Task Force has
submit ted the fol lowing statement to
ALA in connection with its proposal. for
a poster session:

Acadenic I ibrar ians have af f i l iated
with facul ty col lect ive bargaining
unions to preserve their  professional
wel fare by codi fy ing professional
pr iv i leges and r ights.  The smalI  group
of l ibrar ians lack the c lout and
numbers of a larger powerful faculty
group. Al though af f i l iat ion wi th the
faculty provides an avenue to enhance
the l ibrar ian's status,  i t  has a danger
that the special  l ibrar ian issues wi l l
become lost .  Group sol idar i ty based on
corttnon interests can unite and form a
I ibrar ian power wi th in the facul ty
union since unions are a denocracy of
the act iv ists.  Menber newslet ters are
used in the col lect ive bargaining
process to inforn the l ibrar ian con-
st i tuency, survey the memberst  needs
and interests,  and uni te the I ibrar ians
in a conmon course of  act ion.  Both
Flor ida and Cal i fornia have used
newslet ters to comnunicate an act iv ist
role in demanding benef i ts (salar ies
and working condi t ions) and support  of
professional  act iv i t ies.

)
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NEWS FRCIvl Tfm PEACE INFORIvIATION
EXCHANGE TASK FORCE: MIDWINTER Sln&tARY

Noel Peatt ie reviewed the status of  the
Peace Award proposal. It was the sense
of the Task Force that Noel should
inform the ALA Awards Cornrnittee that we
are st i l l  interested in the idea and
that we wi l l  return to them when we
have a resolut ion which spel ls out
completely all terms and announces a
corporate backer.  The resolut ion wi l l
aLso have to be approved by SRRT Act ion
CounciI .  CaroI Greenholz and Stephen
St i l lwel l  wi l l  pursue the idea of  a
corporate sponsor.

Bi l l  Delzel l  announced his interest  in
giving a br ief  paper on his in-process
bibl iographic study of  the U.S. peace
movement during the Tnrman era. Stay
tuned for more information.

In the exhibi ts,  the fol lowing i tems
were of interest to our group: the
National Issues Forums; Oryx Press'
Peace Moveurents of the Wor]d, by Alan
J. Day; and Universi ty Publ icat ions of
America's nicrof i ln set on nuclear
weapons and arns control .

The work of the Canadian fnstitute for
Internat ional Pea<:e and Securi ty was
reviewed. Of part icular interest was
the thesaurus being prepared by
Librar ian Susan Connel l  of  CIIPS.
Further infornat ion can be obtained
fron the Inst i tute at  307 Gi lmour,  P.O.
Box 3425, Stat ion D, Ottawa, Ontar io
xlP 614.

Agenda topics for New Orleans should be
sent to Stephen J.  St i l lwel I ,  Jr .  ,
Librar ian, Center for Science and
Internat ional Affairs,  John F. Kennedy
School of Government, Harvard Univer-
s i ty,  Canbr idge, MA 02138.

--Stephen St i l lwel l

REPORT ON LIBRARY EDUCATION ASSEMBTY

At i ts meeting on JanuarY I0, the LEA

cri t ic ized a proposed pol icy statement
of the Standing Comnit tee on Library
Educat ion (SCOLE),  suggest ing that the
wording be changed to "preferred pro-
fessional degree" and that "profes-
sional" no longer be used as a nodif ier
of  " I ibrar ian."  SCOLE's statenent is
as fol lows:

The master's degree in librarian-
ship* (in any of its variant desig-
nations) from a Progtsan accredited
by the Anerican Library Asso-
ciation is the appropriate deglree
for professional librarians.

*Librarianship ". is meant to
be interpreted in its broadest
sense as eDcoilPassing the relevnnt
concepts of infornation science and
docrnentation." (p. 2 Standards
for Accreditation 1972.)

LEA's suggested change was not
accepted, and Counci l  passed the pol icy
without objection from any grouP at the
Counci l  neet ing on January 12. Should
SCOLE be urged to change the PoIicY
again, according to tEA recomnenda-
t ions? The tEA seems to be a joke

otherwise. [Courments on the pol icy may
be sent to Jane Robbins, SCOLE Chair,
Universi ty of Wisconsin-Madison, School
of Library and Information Studies'
Madison, I { I  53706. l

--Jackie Eubanks

x*****

REPORT FROM CIVIL RIGHTS TASK FORCE

The handbook Essays in Equity is pro-
gressing wel l .  Only two papers have not
been completed. Contact with ALA Pub-
I ishing cont inues, and inquir ies f rom
two addit ional publ ishers have been
received.

-Eff ie Lee Morr is
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BOOK REVIEW

Hancock, fan. Ihe Pariah Svndfqne: An
Account of Gypsy Slavery and Persecu-
t ion. Ann Arbor,  MI:  Karoma
Publ ishers,  1987. 175 p.  $17.95
paper. ISBN 0-98720-079-9

In one recent chi ldren's book, Romanies
( the authent ic name for "Gypsies" )
appear as kidnappers who inf l ict  a
"crueL fate" on anybody they catch.
They are,  of  course, pictured with
stereotypic earr ings and bandannas, as
wel l  as hooks and ropes for snaring
unlucky youngsters. Another current
work, on the Holocaust,  barely refers
to Romanies at al l ,  nasking the fact
that they were the f i rst  and last
vict ims of Nazi genocide and that--
just I ike the Jews--they lost between
70 and B0 per cent of their  total
populat  ion.

The alarming truth is that Romanies
have experienced centur ies of cont in-
uing discr ininat ion, s lavery, and
brutal i ty in both the OId and New
Worlds. This terr ible and saddening
history Ian Hancock---himself  an Engl ish
Roninchal and accfaimed J.inguist--
chronicles from his people's migrat ion
out of northern India in about the
ninth century A.D. to their  tenuous
situat ion in present-day Europe and
America. Told with equal amounts of
rage and detail--and conplemented by
many graphics, including histor ical
documents and slanderous cartoons,
comics, and reportage from todaY's
Bri t ish and American press-- i t  is a
story of  b igotry,  pain,  and survival
that needs to be understood not only to
truly comprehend who the Romanies are
and f inal ly do then just ice,  but  a lso
to better appreciate and combat the
deep-seated racism and cultural arro-
gance endenic to "major i ty" Western
society.

--Sanford Berman

DID YOU KNOW...

that the School of  HoteI Administrat ion
at Cornel l  Universi ty is of fer ing a
course ent i t led "Housing and Feeding
the Homeless"? For more information,
see The Chronicle of Higher Educat ion,
January 13, 1988, p.  A35.

Xt(**x*t(

IN MEMORIAI,I

CTARA O. JACKSON

Word has been received of the death
last falI of longtine SRRT member,
dedicated act iv ist  and supporter of
progressive causes, CIara O. Jackson.
We offer the fol lowing memorial
t r ibute:

I first met Clara Jackson at an AASL
meeting many years ago. Clara had a
warrnth and sensit iv i ty that at tracted
me to her i rnnediatelY.

I{ i thout real iz ing i t  I  began to look
forward to seeing Clara at each ALA
conference. Many of our colleagues
have nemorial ized her for her scholar ly
and acadenic achievements. But mY
fondest memories of Clara were those
evenings that we had dinner or those

mornings that we may have had coffee
and talked about ALA, chi ldren's
l i terature, pol i t ical  developments or
perhaps farnily.

Clara was a ttgoodtt person. She was
concerned about others and she was a

true internat ional ist .

Because of her concerns for world
peace, sisterhood/brotherhood and an

aII  pervading social  conscience, she

wil l  be sorely missed. I  niss her now'
--Mary Biblo
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