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COORDINATOR'S I{EIY|O
TO: SRRT MEMBERS
FROt"l: JOIIN HOSTAGE

Action Council had a full agenda as
usual at the ALA Conference in San Fran-
cisco. The new Task Force for the Hone-
Less was made an official part of SRRT.
fts coordinator is J im Byrnes, and the
task force is an example of the spir i t
that new people with fresh ideas always
bring to SRRT and keep it vigorous. The
round table had its start in 1969, and
we've already started thinking about how
to nark our 20th anniversary. Anyone
have any ideas? Meanwhile, we want to
design a nerv logo for SRRT and use it on
a banner at the SRRT booth during
exhibi ts.

People who had participated in the pre-
conference on "tibrarians as Colleagues:
l{orking Together across Racial  Lines,"
sponsored by the Feninist Task Force,
reported it was an intense and unique
exper lence. Part ic ipants fel t  so
strongly about its value that they are
looking into the possibi l i ty of  pre-
senting sone kind of program on the same
thene at the next Annual Conference.

Action Council discussed a proposal fron
ALA's Internat ional Relat ions Cormit tee
to consol idate aI l  of  ALA's act iv i t ies
concerning human rights in other coun-
tries in an IRC subcomittee on hrrmor
rights which would incorporate the SRRT
fnternational Human Rights Task Force.
Some were wary of what directions a nerv
comittee night take and urged that the
task force naintain its separate
identity. Others thought it night be
more effect ive to work within the

comnit tee i f  a strong voice for the task
force's point of  v iew could be assured.

The Gay Task Force has been experiencing
a lot  of  change and revi tal izat ion
lately, and it has now changed its nnme
to Gay and Lesbian Task Force.

Act ion Counci l  agreed to sponsor a
debate at the ALA Conference in New
Orleans pi t t ing i ts own NoeI Peatt ie
against John Swan of the Intellectual
Freedorn Round Table on "Tvo Views of
fntel lectual Freedom." The loser wi l l
t reat the winner to dinner in the
Crescent City.

I would like to welcome new menbers Jody
Bush, Cal Gough, Christ ine Jenkins, and
Bethany Lawton to Action Council, They
were each elected to a two-year tennl in
addit ion, Linda Pierce, former SRRT
Coordinator,  was appointed to complete
Peter Kidder's term. Everyone on Action
Council thanks Gail Warner for an excel-
lent year as coordinator; thanks also to
Doris 11ipsstr lsrrn, ret i r ing Secretary,
for producing minutes of Action Council
neetings in record time, and to Susan
Vaughn, who did a fine job as Treasurer.

********

CTEARINGHOUSE NEEDED FOR BOOKS FOR
NICARAGUA PROJECT

The Alternatives in Print Task Force can
no longer operate the project BOOKS FOR
NICARAGUA, and is looking for a volun-
teer to take i t  over.

Space constraints prevent operation from
the present location after Septenber,



1987. If you have space for accumu-
lat ing a ton of books at a t ime (at
least s ix by twelve feet) ,  please con-
sider coordinat ing the project.  The job
entai ls serving as the contact person
for folks with donat ions of books
(individuals,  presses and l ibrar ies) and
of shipping and pre-shipping packing
work. This is a people-to-people pro-
ject current ly working with the euixote
Center,  which acts as our third party
for subsidiz ing shipping costs.  Detai ls
on other aspects of the work are avai l -
able from the present coordinator,
Jackie Eubanks, Brooklyn Col lege
Library, Brooklyn, NY 11210; phone ZIB-
780-55 10.

If you have no space, consider sending
books! and noney! This year the Pro-
ject has collected and shipped two tons
of books. SRRT has generously supported
the Project by contributing toward the
Quixote Center 's costs for shipping one
ton of books, and the Task Force is
paying for some of the domestic shipping
costs, but rde're nore than $600 short.
Make your checks out to t'The euixote
Center" ( tax-deductible) andr/or
"Struggle & Giggle" (not tax-deduct ible,
for shipping within US), and send thes
to Jackie Bubanks, ALAIAIP/CBEN, at the
address above. Books will be forwarded
to the new coordinator of the project.
Spanish-language books are especially
needed.

--Jackie Eubanks

*t******

MARCH ON WASHII{GTON

On October II, 1987, thousands of
Iesbians, Bays, and civi l  r ights
supporters wiII gather in Washington,
D.C.,  for a second National March for
Lesbian and Gay Rights. (The first took
place in 1979. ) March demands include:
the legal recognition of lesbian and gay
relationships; the repeal of all laws
that make sodomy between consenting
adults a crirnel nassive increases in
funding for AIDS education, research,
and patient care. Several related
events will also take place; for
exanple, on Monday, October L2, there
will be an orgaqizational neeting to
found a Lesbian and Gay Congress, to
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insure that the goals and spirit of the
March will continue. For nore infoma-
tion concerning the March, write: March
on l fashington, PO Box 778L, Washington,
DC 20044, or cal l :  (2A2) 783-lB2B/30.

Addit ional ly,  the Internat ional Associa-
tion of Lesbian and Gay Archives is
planning a meeting on Friday afternoon,
October 9, fron I to 5 p.n. The
neet ing, which wi l l  deal with issues of
concern to representatives of individual
archives and l ibrar ies, is being
organized by BiIl l lalker of the San
Francisco Bay Area Gay and Lesbian
Histor ical  Society.  For nore informa-
t ion about the neet ing, contact him at:
3823 ITth Street,  San Francisco, CA
94114, or cal l :  (4I5) 864-2074.

--E1len Greenblatt

********

*****r*********r*******xx***x*******x***
* The SRRT Ne*ysletter (ISSN 0749-lCZ0) x
* is publ ished quarter ly by the Social  *
* Responsibilities Round Table of the *
* Anerican Library Associat ion. I t  is *
* sent to nembers of SPRT as part of *
* their nenbership and is available to *
* others on subscription for $f0.00 *
* per year. Subscription is open to *
* both members and non-nembers of ALA. *
* All correspondence should be sent to *
* SRRT/ALA, 50 E. Iluron St., Chicago, *
* I [  60611. Manuscripts and let ters *
* pertaining to editorial content *
* should be sent c/o Editor at  the *
* above address. *
**
*  Edi tor .  . . . . .Jeanne Kocsis *
*  Edi tor ia l  Board.  .El izabeth Morr issett*
* Linda Pierce *
* John Sheridan *
**
* Deadl ine for next issue is Oct.  2I  *
**
****x*******************x*********t*****
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SRRT ACTION COUNCIT I9B7_1988

The terms of elected members of Action
Counci l  expire at the end of Annual Con-
ference in the year shown following each
name. The newsletter edi tor and task
force l ia isons are nembers ex off ic io.

Coordinator
John Hostage (f989)
Harvard Law Schoo1 Library
Langdel l  Hal l
Canbridge, MA 02138
(617) 495-42s5
Home:
78 Glenvi l le Ave.,  #9
Boston, MA 02134
(617) 782-0910

Secretary
Crist ine Jenkins (1990)
Bach Open Elementary School
Ann Arbor Public Schools
600 W. Jefferson
Ann Arbor,  MI 48103
(3r3) 994-1910
Hone:
321 8th St.
Ann Arbor, MI 48103
(313) 665-1408

Treasurer
Jody Bush (f990)
Berkeley Public Library
2090 Kit t redge St.
Berkeley, CA 94704
(4I5) &14-60s5
Hone:
2004 Pr ince St.
Berkeley, CA 94703
(415) 54s-9264

Conference Arrangements and Pro{rans
Linda Pierce ( fgBB)
Anchorage Municipal Libraries
3600 Denal i  St .
Anchorage, AN 99503
(907) 261-2993
Home:
P.O. Box 230362
Anchorage, AN 99523
(s07) 338-642r

Freedon to Read Foundation Rep.
NoeI Peatt ie (1988)
Hunanit ies/Social  Science Dept.
Shields Library
Universi ty of  Cal i fornia
Davis,  CA 95616
(916) 752-1032
Mai l :
Route I ,  Box 2IE
Winters, CA 95694
(916) 662-33&

Newsletter Editor
Jeanne Kocsis
Universi ty of Massachusetts Library
Amherst,  MA 01003
(4r3) 545-0058
MaiI :
P.O. Box 128
Whately,  MA 01093
(413) 665-7057

At Large

Carol Greenholz
Library
SIINY-Farmingdale
Farningdale, l{Y 11735
(516) 42O-22O5
Hone:
20 Beech Hi l I  Rd-
Huntington, NY 11743
(516) 54s-BBe5

Janes P. Danky (f989)
Newspapers & Periodicals Librarian
State Histor ical  Society of Wisconsin
816 State St.
Madison, 1{I  53706
(508) 262-95W

Cal Gough (f990)
At lanta Publ ic Library
Margaret Mitchell Square
Atlanta, GA 30307
(404) 688-4636 x254
Home:
491 Seninole Ave. #14
Atlanta, GA
(4O4) 577-4600
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Bethany Lawton (1990)
Gal laudet Universi ty
800 Flor ida Ave. N.E.
Washington, DC 20002
(202) 65r-5233
Hone:
9703 47th Place
Col lege Park, Mn 2O74O
(30r) 982-4588

Gai l  P.  Warner ( f989)
Whitnan County Library
South 102 Main St.
Colfax, t {A 99t l t
(509) 397-4366
Home:
North l0I  West St.
Col fax,  WA 99l I l
(509) s97-42r0
Task Force Liaisons

Alternat ives in Print
Chris Sokol
Technical Services
Hol land Library
Washington State University
Pullnan, WA 99160
(509) 335-2175
and:
Dan Tsang
Main Library
Universi ty of Cal i fornia
P.O. Box 19557
Irvine, CA 92773
(7L4) 856-4978

Civi l  Rights
Pending

Coretta Scott King Award
David L. Searcy
East Atlanta Branch
Atlanta-Fulton Publ ic Library
457 Flat  Shoals Ave.,  S.E.
At lanta, cA 30316
(404) 525-aBO2

Feminist
Pol ly Thist lethwaite
Elner Holnes Bobst Library
New York University
70 Washington Square South
New York, NY 10012
(212) 9sg-25s2
Hone:
2 Washington Square Village *l5T
New York, NY t00IZ
(2r2) 677-0262
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Gay and Lesbian
El len Greenblatt
602 Co1vin #9
Buffalo, NY 14216
and:
Dee Michel
I1070 Mississippi  Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90025

Task Force for the Honeless
Jin Byrnes
Correct ionaf Educat ion Off ice
Maryland State Dept.  of  Educat ion
200 West Bal t inore St.
Baltinore, l,ID 2I2I0

fnternational Human Rights
Corinne Nyquist
Sojourner Truth Library
SIJNY College at New Paltz
New Paltz, l{Y 12561
(9r4) 257-2r3s
Home:
62 S. Chestnut St.
New Paltz,  NY 1256I
(9I4) 255-0558

Library Union
Pending

Peace fnfornation Exchange
El izabeth Morr issett
Library Director
Alaska Pacif ic Universi ty
4I0l  Universi ty Dr.
Anchorage, AK 99508
(907) 561-1266
Hone:
P.O. Box l4t865
Anchorage, AK 99514
(907) 5A1-8284

Library Education Assenbly Rep.
Jackie Eubanks
Brooklyn College Library
Brooklyn, NY 11210

Past Coordinator
Gail P. Warner

Staff  Liaison
Helen K. Wright,  Act ing Director
Office for Library Outreach Services
Anerican Library Association
50 E. Huron St.
Chicago, I t  60611
(3I2) S44-678o x262
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NET{S FROM TTM GAY AND LESBIAN TASK FORCE

I9B7's Annual ALA Conference was an
extremely eventful one for the SRRT Gay
Task Force. Part ic ipat ion at sponsored
programs and events $tas high. On Satur-
day, JuIy 27, between 500 and 600 people
attended a wine and cheese recept ion
organized by Flo Mitchel l ,  Leon Bey, Ed
Kleppinger,  and the San Francisco Bay
Area Gay and Lesbian Histor ical  Society
at the Eureka Val ley-Harvey Mi lk Branch
of the San Francisco PubI ic Library'
which houses the largest col lect ion of
lesbian and gay nater ials in a publ ic
1 ibrary.

"How does the Public Get Health Infonna-
t ion? The AIDS Cris is as a Case Study,"
which was co-sponsored with the fntel-
lectual Freedom Round TabIe earlier on
Saturday, also drew a large turnout in
adit ion to garnering Iocal television
news coverage. Issues covered during
this progr€rm concerned how censorship
efforts affect the dissemination of
infornat ion on AIDS, esPecial lY to
children and young adults.

Librarians even marched doryn Market
Street in the San Francisco Freedom Day
Parade on Sunday--an event, which though
not an off ic ial  ALA event,  nonetheless
nade its presence known to the conven-
tioneers as its route cut right through
the nidst of  the convent ion's venue.
Our contingent numbered over 100 people

at i ts height,  with as many as
people narching throughout the day.

t50

Another 300 people attended the program
on "Gay and Lesbian Writing in the Bay
Area. " Members of the panel included
Samuel Steward, Monika Kehoe, Nancy
Manahan, Jack ColIins, Mab Maher,
Midgett ,  and David Lanbel l .  Door
prizes--autographed copies of books
donated by nembers of the panel--were
awarded to lucky attendees.

At the same progiram, the Gay Book Award
for I9B7 was presented in absent ia to
Walter L.  Wil l iams for his book The
Spir i t  and the Flesh: Sexual Diversi ty
in American fndian Culture.

Alongl business I ines, the Task Force

cont inued i ts process of restructur ing

and reorgianizat ion. One of the naior
decisions made by the membership r"as a

name change to the Gay and Lesbian Task
Force. The By-Laws Cornnittee came up
with a draft  to be Presented at the
mid-winter meeting, to be voted on in
turn at next suuner 's annual neet ing in
New Orleans.

Addit ional ly,  the Clearinghouse
Conmittee of the Task Force disseninated
a selector 's k i t  on how to col lect
lesbian/gay nater ials.  For nore infor-
nat ion on how to receive this ki t '
p lease contact CaI Gough, 491 Seninole
Ave. #I4,  At lanta GA 30307.

For more infornation concening the SRRT
Gay and Lesbian Task Force, contact
ei ther of the co-chairs,  Dee Michel and
El len Greenblatt .  (For addresses'  see
l ist  of  Act ion Counci l  menbers and Task
Force coordinators, elsewhere in this
isssue. )  - -EI len Greenblat t

x******x

A NOTE FROII,I JIM DANKY

The SRRT booth at ALA San Francisco went
wel l .  The fol lowing Persons sigaed up
to work and deserve credit for helping
nake the booth a success: Lotte Larsen,
Ginny Hoeks, Gai l  Warner,  BYron
Anderson, Mir ian Crawford, J in Byrnes'
Renee Feinberg, Dee Conkl ing, Linda
Pierce, John Hostage, Leon Bey, Jeanne
Kocsis,  Judy Hoxsey, Gina Entonf,  and
others too numerous and unrecorded to
nent ion. Thanks!

SRRT Newsletter Septenber I9B7



.IIE ARE HOI PLEASED'

Jir lfelbourne, Al-A personal rcrber, attended Action
Council's final reeting in San Francisco in order to
present the 'lfe Are ltot Pleased llanifesto-' Eecause
rany rerbers of the group rhich drafted the ranifesto
have a long association rith SRRT; because sore of the
issues raised are closely related to SRIT concerns; and
because the group rould like ride disserination of the
docurent amng SBRT mlbers, it is printed belor in
full, rith rinor editing, prefaced bt excerpts frot Jir
Helbourne's introductory rerarks- An open reeting on
the ranifesto is being planned for lfidrinter, San
Antonio. Please read the ranifesto, give it sore
serious thought, and send your conents to one of the
folloring: E.J- Josef, lfer York State librart, State
Dept- of Education, Cultural Education Center, ttpire
State Plaza, Albany, llY 122J0; Joan Goddard, Evergreen
Branch, San Jose Public Library Syster, 2635 Aborn Bd-,
San Jose, CA 95121; John 8erry, l_ibrary Journal, 205
East llnd Street, lhr York, h l99l7; Pat Schuran,
lleal-Schuran Publishers, 23 leonard Street, ller Yorft,
l{Y 10013- (For additional background infonation, see
John Berry's editorial in LJ, April 15, lg87-)

Introduction

Draft lJ of a docurent mtitled the 'Ie Are llot Pleased
lfanifesto' is beine shared at this tim for yo{tr
revier, corrmts, criticisr and possible support-

Ihe 'l lanifesto' is stil l in rorhing fon, and has not
been endorsed as the final representation of the
concerns of Feople dro also have a stale in the grorth
and direction of this professional association, and rdro
have put ruch tirc and energy into helping the associa-
tion arrive at the point it nor orcupies-

Ite 'lfe are not pleased' grflp is not an elitist club
of Hlrn out radicals, but rather a grflp of people dro
by all standards should be joining the ranls of
contented 'fat cats' of A[A- ]lany have achieved sore
of the highest honors and recognitior the association
has to offer- Yet this 'grup' feels stronglt that
they have an obligation to their orn conscimce to
erpress their feelings and concerns, and bl so doing
test the level of tolerance 0f the association, to
recognize the rigftts of ant of its rerbers to critize
the body politic, to yoice unpopular viers, and not be
ostracized or intiridated for having done so-

There are no nates attached to the docurmt as tet:
This is because the ideas and criticisrs recorftd in
the draft belong to n0 one group- lfhen rhat is felt
has been erpressed in the best possible ray, all rill
be invited to endorse_ 0r reject the smtirents
erpressed.
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SRRT is the one organized disserination channel rithin
the association to rake this inforration arareness task
feasible and it is losical that before any ranifesto
tales final shape, the opportunitt to becore involved
be ertenffi to this critical body.

--Jir llelbourne

The 'hle Are not Pleased' llanifesto

In 1969 a mverent called the Congress for Change ras
organired rith the erpressed rission of challensins the
Arerican Librarl Association to becore a mre socially
responsible and derocratic inititution by representing
the interests of t[ose rho rorh in libraries, rhile
protecting the infonation rights of those rho use
ther- Ihe rovermt spamed the creation of rany rore
reforr initiatives rithin the profession, and nor
nearh trenty tears later te are confronted rith an
assmiation radically different in forr and structure,
but little changed in the critical areas of social and
ethical responsiveness.

As re did in 1969, re corc once again to the rerbership
of ttA to state clearlt and unequivocably that re rho
thudt re had a solution, nor find instead that re
have becm flr 0m rorst mery- {hr success in
restructuring Att as an institutim has cmtrihrted to
the increased bureaucratization of the associati(m as a
drole, aad has ridened the sap betreen mders and tbe
leadership structure-

te r$o haye given xch tire and critical attention to
the Att nor before yor have taken a step bacl to lool
at the results of those labors, and find that lf, ltt
ilor nrmtD. . .

fthat re have allored the dictates of 'rarketing'
t0 replace the legitirate ethical and roral
concerm of providing free and unroritored library
service to urr publics

rthat rc have allored the rationale of serving
selected 'rarlet segrents' to becme a euplrerisr
for the elirinatim of reaningful infonatisr
services to Spanish-speafting, disadvantaged rinor-
ities, disabled and aging populations, and other
inforrationalh and econoricallr deprived groups

*tfrat re have allored our association to ignore the
lesitimte derands of librarians for salaries cot-
parable to other professions Tgquirino the sare
degree of training and responsibility

ttfiat ru have allored tntr association, lJ-l, to
becom frawnted into a rlriad of cryeting llivi-
sions, mre intent on ertracting increased revenues
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fror rerbersiip, than 0n delivering reaningful
services and prqrars

*that rc haye allored our Intellectual Freedot
Conittee to narrfi its focus to such an ertenf
that it deronstrates mre cmcern about the poten-
tial dangers of censors fror the political and
religious eltreles, than it shors for the current
and systeratic attemts bl the federal governrcnt
to suppressr control and deliberateh distort the
inforration disserinated to the Arerican public-

*that re have allored ALI to e$arl upon a planning
process, at tre*ndos erpense to the organization,
rdrich rill have the effect of further remving the
inputs bt general rerfiership into the shaping of
future ALI priorities, goals, and direction

fthat rc have allored, and eyeo encruraged,
cooperative technical netrorks to becore clones of
conercial data service vendors; that regional
netrorls haye devolved to little rore t}an lmal
sales representatives of national corporate
concerns, and that neither are as concerned rith
serving the real needs of library users as they are
rith 'staying corpetitive' rith other vmdors

rthat re have allued an increasing shrre of scarce
I ibrarl dollars to be spent 00 subsidizins the
dif fereme betper librarr jurrnrl subscription
prices, and the prices offered to idividrals

*that re have allued our Public library lssocia-
tion, o{tr Associatim of Collese and flesearch
Libraries, our Librart and Infonation Technology
Associatim, and other professimal developcnt
grtxtps to regard t$e continuing edrcatim nee& of
library rorlers as mother lucrative profit and
revenue stntrce, rather than as a vital and
neslected need of their rerbers

Ithat re have allored Al-l's Erecutive loard to be a
bodt not elected h and frm the rrbers of the
Association, but to erist thrqrgh appointnnts fror
its mr mrolithic Council

Ithat sme tl_A lea&rs are rilling to dirinish
A[A's cilritmnt to cooperatiye and state library
agencies as rell as service to special populations,
because the divisim representing ther doesn't reet
their arbitrary dollar easures of success

tthat ALt priorities are in$fficimtll attuned to
the professional needs of the rorling librarians

*that the furinance of afiinistrators is refletted
in rul and lil-l Diyisim priorities rdrich increas-
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ingly focus on opportunities for revenue and profit
rather than 0n the corpelling professional and
service issues before us and our society in the
second Reagan terl, and the training and continuing
education s0 sorely needed to enable our rorking
librarians to stay abreast of social trends and
technological change

*that fror a profession, the rerbers of rhich are
80 to 90 percent rore$t re still rely on ren to
direct our professional association

fthat AtA staff seer rore concerned rith internal
syrbols and trappings of porer and authority, such
as departrental or divisional budgetary differences
and ner furnishings and equiprent, than on effect-
ive ranagerent of ALA

*that Al-A division staff seer mre interested in
'rinning' iragined corpetitions rith their
colleagues in other divisions, than in cooperating
rith one another in the interest of better library
servlce

rthat orr library schools are abandoning libraries,
librarianship, and librart science in favor of the
apparmtll (to ther) gremer pastures of sorething
called infonation science and inforratim mnage-
rent, rdrile shortages of technical services and
clildrens librarians gror

rthat wr library directors seet to believe that
they and their librarians can and should decide rdro
libraries rill seryet not the people rho pay for
and need the service thrur$ the derocratic pro-
cesses available to rale such plblic policy
decisions

******x*
A NOTE ON }IOTHER JONES

According to the 5th edition of Ratz,
Magazines for Libraries, Mother Jones is
indexed in five indexing and abstracting
services. But,  to the disnay of MI
edi tors,  Readers 'Guide to per iodical
Li te.atu..
five. This means that people who rely
on l ibrar ies that base their  sub-
cr ipt ion decisions on the RG l ist ,  do
not have access to Mother Ton"s. RG
coverage is decided by the Wilson
Company, not by ALA's Wilson Indexes
Comittee. I f  you think Reader 's Guide
should index Mother Jones, wri te to the
publ isher:  H.t f .  Wi lson Co.,  950
Universi ty Ave.,  Bronx, Ny I04bZ.

L
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To join, subscribe, or renew, please send this couPon' with payment'

SRRT Clearinghouse
American Library Association
50 E. Huron St.
Chicago, I t  69611
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