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In 1969, a group of radical librarians and 
anti-war activists started the Alternative 
Press Index at Carleton College, Minnesota. 
Among its other research purposes, it was 
to serve as a means by which activists 
could share information necessary during 
those tumultuous times. That kind of in/
formation is si
was, and is, the only index to periodicals 
which cover, and in themselves, are a part 
of movements for social change.

In the current political and economic 
climate, public access to information is 
being threatened, and the scope of avail/
able information is narrowing. Many recent 
trends in our society alarm those of us 
who are interested in being a part of an 
unrestricted exchange of ideas. The dis/
cussion and decision-making of the 0eagan 
Administration is more removed from 
public scrutiny, and government officials 
are less available to the press. 0eports 
of CIA activities, even those allowed to 
be revealed in the public domain, cannot 
be reprinted. Changes in the 3reedom of 
Information Act will severely restrict 
the flow of information necessary for 
widespread participation in forming
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government policy. The Moral Ma4ority poses 
a threat to intellectual freedom by seeking 
to limit the books and periodicals that 
will be available in public schools and 
libraries. To enforce these ideological re/
strictions, the budgets of social action 
groups, consumer information pro4ects and 
libraries are being reduced. To the extent 
that information is power, these changes 
are intended to keep certain people power/
less. After thirteen years, it is all too 
obvious that the purpose of the Alternative 
Press Index is still as vital as it ever was.

The Index is published 5uarterly by the 
Alternative Press Center in 6altimore.
Since 1969, when it was called the 0adical 
0esearch Center, the Center and the Index 
have changed, reflecting changes in the 
alternative press itself, and in the move/
ments from which it comes. 7f the 82 peri/
odicals included in the first volume, over 
half were underground newspapers, with a 
focus primarily on local news. 2ess than 
10 of the 180 periodicals included in 
9olume 1: ;1981< could be described that way. 
Most periodicals currently indexed cover 
particular issues, such as housing, prisoners 
animal liberation, medical self-care, the 
economy, environmental issues, or the develop 
ment of social and political theory. The 
Alternative Press Index is the only index 
which includes periodicals published by the 
gay and lesbian movement, such as =ay Com/
munity News, 7ff 7ur 6acks, Conditions and 
>eresies. The Index also includes periodical 
including 1IN Maga?ine, which cover the 
increasingly powerful peace and disarmament 
movements. Also listed are news articles 
from papers such as the =uardian and

continued on p.6
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MALE GENDER-ROLE STEREOTYPES IN THE NEW TEENAGE ROMANCE NOVEL

by Carl Hays
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There is a new iteration of a big bucks 
book business based in several series of 
romance novels for teenagers and preteens. 
A recent issue of INTERRACIAL BOOKS FOR 
CHILDREN BULLETIN"* is devoted entirely to 
this phenomenon and is excellent reading

issued and other book clubs ride free with 
the tide. One series boasts upwards of 
two million copies sold, nearly 10% of the 
mind-boggling 180 million big sister 
Harlequin novels sold each year.

for teachers, librarians, parents and any 
others who are concerned with the reaction­
ary and sexist gender-role stereotypes 
which these materials glorify and, thereby, 
perpetuate.

Two of the series, Wildfire and Wishing 
Star, originally sold through the Scholas­
tic Book Club, enjoyed access to an 
unscrutinizing mass market guaranteed by

Surely, the overall effect of this pap left 
unchallenged would be to undo every worthwhile 
doing of the women's movement. The BULLETIN, 
mentioned above, will tell you how, why and 
what to do about it, and you are, therefore 
urged to read it. But the purpose here is to 
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Male Gender-Role (Cont.)

For the girl, these messages are subtle 
enough, served in a mixture of sweetness 
and laughter where all the world is white, 
lives in single family homes with two 
parents, has plenty of money and no handi­
caps. For the boy, the message is in­
sidious. It comes to him by inference 
through his female peers' expectations. 
Perhaps never knowing for certain what has 
come over him, he sets out to make her ex­
pectations a self-fulfilling prophesy. The 
reward for doing this skillfully is all too 
clear--he gets gotten by the best looking 
girl in the lot. He gets male peer recogni­
tion as well. There can be no doubt that if 
the boy wants the booty the shortest route 
for getting there is to fill the fantasy 
role model which the romance novel has 
helped the girl set for him. Never mind 
if it doesn't feel right; boys act out of 
their heads, not their feelings anyway.

A young man searching for the heroine's 
perfect fantasy model, should he be so 
dull as to not get the message from his 
female peers, need search no further than 
one of these novels to find the failure 
proof formula for how to be. Here it is - 
one hero described: muscles and a big 
chest; well proportioned; intelligent 
face; sensitive looking; shy; cute but not 
in a sweet way; more mature than the others; 
older; boyish, broad back; ruggedly hand­
some; an alluring profile; regal nose; 
high brow; dresses nicely; normal; and an 
infectious smile.

It is no less certain how to be the loser. 
Nearly every one of these formula heroines 
has a female sidekick. She, of course, has 
a boyfriend too. But it is this poor 
shmuck through whom it becomes clear how 
not to be.

Sadly, all too often it is the fulfillment 
of both the how to be and how not to be of 
the male gender-role models for the young­
sters in these novels which is the source 
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PROGRAMS

The LIBRARY UNION TASK FORCE will pre­
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Alternative Press (cont. from p. 1)

In These Times, as well as from issue 
oriented newspapers like Akwesasne Notes 
and Mountain Life and WoriF A user of 
the Index could be referred to in-depth 
feature articles from the Nation, Mother 
Jones, Dissent or the Progressive, or to 
articles from a topical journal such as 
the Berkeley Journal of Sociology, New 
Left Socialist Review, Labor History or 
Co-Evolution Quarterly. Coverage of the 
movement for Black Liberation is included 
from Freedomways and the Black Scholar; 
and help in finding non-racist, non-sexist 
children's books can be found in articles 
in the Interracial Books for Children 
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SRRT MEMBERSHIP/NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTION:

To join, subscribe, or renew, please send this coupon - with payment - to: 
SRRT, American Library Association, 50 E. Huron Street, Chicago, IL 60611. 
Please make checks payable to ALA/SRRT Clearinghouse.

Name

Street _City State Zip
____$5 (ALA Personal Member) ____$5 (Affiliate, non-ALA Member)
____$20 (Institutions) Back issues are available at $1 each (numbers )
Please request back issues from: SRRT/ALA, 50 East Huron Street, Chicago, IL 60611




