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In July 1976, ALA Council adopted the "Reso
lution on Racism and Sexism Awareness" (see ex
cerpts elsewhere in this newsletter). At the 
following Midwinter meeting in Jan/Feb 1977, the 
Intellectual Freedom Committee and Board of the 
Children's Services Division (CSD, now called the 
Association for Library Service to Children) ask
ed ALA's Intellectual Freedom Committee (ALA/IFC) 
to review the resolution. CSD believed that im
plementation of the resolution would necessarily 
lead to "expurgation, labeling and removal of ma
terials for content." ALA/IFC apparently agreed, 
for they promptly and in prearranged fashion asked 
the Executive Board to rescind the entire resolu
tion.

ALA/lFC's fears were based in part on the 
conviction that Brad Chambers, who was instrumen
tal in obtaining passage of the resolution, advo
cated removal of rascist and sexist materials from 
library collections and intended that the Resolu
tion provide ALA-sponsored justification for such 
action. Moreover, there had been instances of 
such removals for years and IFC had even felt com
pelled to obtain Council adoption in February 1973 
of the statement: "Sexism, Racism and other -isms 
in Library Materials: an Interpretation of the 
Library Bill of Rights" which explicitly states 
ALA's opposition to such removals. ALA/IFC took 
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