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Draft Minutes from Midwinter 2009 meetings
From GODORT

GODORT Legislation Committee I

January 23, 2009, 4-6 pm

CCC Korbel 4B, Denver, Colorado

Chair: Kirsten Clark; Secretary: Jesse Silva Attendees: Ellen Simmons, Laura Horne, Jeff Bullington, Kay Cassell,
Jesse Silva, Mary Mallory, Madeline Mundt

The first part of the meeting took place at the Legislative Assembly. The second part was the regular committee
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Should the focus be basic government/civics information? What is government information to your community?
The introductory paragraph for this survey should address the problem that non-government information librarians
do not think of government information when they are using it. If the librarian is not thinking about government
information, how would the constituents know. The paragraph should include some examples of government
documents that may be relevant to them, such as the LC Subject headings for catalogers. Particular examples of
concrete pubs are needed.

What information from the government do you need? A concern that the current questions are too direct at this
point in time was raised. They would be useful later, for instance, people don't realize they need training until they
need it. We need the questions to discover the common values and principles of government information. Once we
have everyone answers we can sort through the details and find common principles and values.

A concern on the definition of government information was also raised. When the small group that initially started
this tried to define it, it was nearly impossible. Maybe this meeting should focus on what the various ALA units
think government information is. One we have a common understanding, we can build on the process.

• The Legislation Committee Wiki

A question was raised on ALA Connects(?) and how this will be used in conjunction with the wiki and the website.
GODORT is primarily using the wiki. Everyone is encouraged to look at and contribute to the wiki. Possible things
to add include: the resolutions (ALA hasn't updated the resolution page since 2007), future of FDLP resources. This
will allow everyone to get everything in one spot. We should also think about making the site more interactive,
with RSS feeds and other web2.0 tools.

• Monthly Meebo conversations

Everyone will send Kirsten their availability for monthly meebo discussions.

• Legislative Agenda

The committee agreed to take issues from the Legislative Day agenda and develop them. We could add on
specifics. The Washington Office has some information and we can make it briefer. We need to focus on how
particular issues will affect GODORT. As new the new Presidential administration works through issues, how will
we respond.

There are many questions remaining on this legislative agenda: are we focusing on what we want to accomplish in
a single session or a full congress? Many of our issues overlap with the Obama administration's goals. The
administration indicates that it wants to listen, and we need to start early to make sure we are heard.
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