THRIVING
LOCAL ECONOMIEs

Empowering Communities Across West Virginia and the Nation

s technology further shifts the

economic landscape, libraries
prepare American jobseekers to enter
the workforce, to reskill to meet new
requirements, and to succeed as busi-
Ness OwWners.

Public libraries in West Virginia
and nearly 17,000 strong across the
country: (1) help people secure employ-
ment through job search, resume
writing, and interview training, (2)
provide internet access and digital
skills programs that encourage use of
emerging technologies and empower
entrepreneurship, (3) collaborate with
other community stakeholders to
identify workforce challenges and build
vibrant local economies.

With many communities hard hit
by the COVID-19 pandemic and facing
economic challenges, libraries are a
critical part of the economic safety net,
now more than ever.

Personalized help for

small businesses

Lincoln County, West Virginia, once
a thriving farming community, has



their budget, nancial, marketing,
and planning skills. To directly engage
participants, a librarian took her tablet





