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BECAUSE LIBRARY PLAYDATES 
AREN’T JUST FOR KIDS
Libraries have an impactful role in the quality of life in a community. Children’s 
librarians provide resources and experiences that give both child and caregiver 
a chance to succeed. 

Once an institution devoted primarily to book circulation, today’s public libraries provide 
communities with Internet connectivity, career services, immigration assistance, economic 
development, teen services, childhood literacy, public safety, and other important services. 

Children’s librarians assist communities by providing services that encourage literacy, foster 
education, and promote culture and recreation. As the Public Libraries of New Zealand 
states, “We’re not a book barn.”1 Instead, we’re a vibrant space within the community for 
people of all ages to meet, learn, and explore.

PROGRAM IDEA
Children’s staff training includes areas such as early literacy, digital media, and the social emotional well-
being of children. Hosting a Stay and Play after your weekly storytimes and inviting stakeholders to attend 
is a great opportunity to share special knowledge with all of the adults in the room. You can drop early 
literacy tips into your interactions with the caregivers that can be as simple as sharing how parents can 
use everyday objects like empty cereal boxes to encourage spatial and vocabulary skills. Then, facilitate 
conversations with caregivers, asking them what they do to encourage learning through play with their child. 
By doing this, your stakeholders will see children’s librarians as an educational resource in the community.

1	 Libraries Help Communities Thrive. Public Libraries of New Zealand. Accessed, February 19, 2019.

http://www.publiclibraries.org.nz/LibrariesToday/LibrariesHelpCommunitiesThrive.aspx
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BECAUSE HOMEWORK SHOULDN’T 
CAUSE HEADACHES
Afterschool programs are about more than just numbers. They provide 
improved school performance, reduced drug use, introduce community 
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