Day of Diversity: Dialogue and Action
Detailed Agenda
January 30, 2015

Welcome and Introduction

Ellen Riordan President of the Association for Library Service to Children and Chief of
Planning, Programs and Partnerships for the Enoch Pratt Free Library in
Baltimore, Maryland.

Keynote: From Broken Yolks to Party Folks: The Importance of

Libraries and Literacy in Keeping Diversity Alive For Our Children

Setting the stage for the day’s events, Dr. Alire will address the importance of libraries recognizing
diversity and keeping it alive through services to our children of color. She will briefly address
stereotypes in children’s literature; provide data to build a strong rationale for serving our cross-
cultural young populace; and provide examples of successful family literacy models.

Dr. Camila Alire Dean Emerita, University of New Mexico and Colorado State University;
Dr. Camila Alire has served as ALA President, ACRL President, and REFORMA
President.

Panel 1: Diversity in Children’s



Gene Luen Yang Gene Luen Yang is a comics and graphic novel creator. He is well-known for his
award-winning graphic novels American Born Chinese and Boxers & Saints.

Adriana Dominguez | Adriana is an Agent at Full Circle Literary. Her past positions include managing
HarperCollins’ Rayo imprint, and the Children’s section of Library Journal’s
Criticas magazine.

Breakout 1: Show Me the Diversity!

This interactive breakout session, composed of four discussion groups, brings together librarians,
educators, publishers, book creators, and various literacy/non-profit organizations to share
perspectives on publishing books and building collections representative of diverse populations. Each
discussion group will strategize viable ways to increase diversity in print and digital materials available
to children.

Cece Bell The author/illustrator of El Deafo, a graphic novel memoir about her childhood
experiences with hearing loss. She lives and works in Virginia.

Marina Tristan



Jason Wells Jason is Executive Director of Publicity and Marketing at ABRAMS, the publisher
of numerous bestsellers.

Tim Tingle An Oklahoma Choctaw and author of House of Purple Cedar and How | Became
A Ghost, Tingle was featured at the 2014 National Book Festival.

Anita Merina Anita is a Senior Communications Specialist at the National Education
Association and a national coordinator of NEA’s Read Across America.

Lunch and Lightning Talks

Sara Farizan, author of young adult titles If You Could Be Mine and Tell Me Again How a Crush Should
Feel, talks about what it means to have multiple identities and how writing layered characters of
different backgrounds can change a readers' perspective.

Sara Farizan Sara is an MFA graduate of Lesley University. She is the author of If You Could be
Mine and Tell Me Again How a Crush Should Feel.

Ellen Oh, YA author and WNDB founder, talks about how hearing her father’s stories helped her
overcome the self-hatred she developed from years of racism and the reason why she writes
children’s literature. She also opens up for the first time about why the broad definition of diversity
that WNDB has taken, including the LGBTQIA and the disabilities community, is personally so very
important to her.

Ellen Oh Ellen is Co-founder and President of We Need Diverse Books, a former
entertainment lawyer, and the author of the YA fantasy trilogy, The Prophecy
Series from HarperTeen.

Muscogee (Creek) author Cynthia Leitich Smith talks about how she stepped away from Native
American children’s-YA literature, stepped up as a diversity torchbearer, claimed her inner geek, and,
most importantly, the inspiring and charmingly blunt kids who guided her home again.

Cynthia Letich Smith | Bestselling, award-winning children’s-YA author Cynthia Leitich Smith is a
writing teacher and mentor. She’s been a leader in the diversity conversation
for 15 years.

Namrata Tripathi will share how our thinking of diversity in publishing comes to the conclusion that
there are gatekeepers and editors are amongst them—inaccessible and intimidating. She will shed
light on how, as a minority in publishing, she also struggled with defining what it meant to be a
“diverse” editor. Namrata will take the audience through how she has overcome the typecasting of a
“multi-cultural editor” and the way she slowly arrived at a place where she can get the kind of
submissions she’s looking for to contribute to the field.



Namrata Tripathi Namrata is the editorial director at Dial Books for Young Readers (Penguin
Random House).

Panel 2: Literacy Programming: Forming Partnerships

and Sharing Resources

This dynamic 75 minute panel will allow program attendees to hear from field experts on how key
stakeholders in communities can partner and work together to support diversity in action year-round.
The panel will focus on ways to build partnerships between publishers, nonprofits, librarians, and

communities to better share and craft resources that sup



Breakout 2: Partners in Diversity

Each breakout group will brainstorms ways to attract diverse children and families to libraries,
consider what resources are needed that are currently not being provided, and think about what
partnerships could be created through communities and through nonprofits to engage and expose
specific communities to books that are windows and mirrors.

Kody Keplinger Kody is the author of young adult and middle grade fiction, including The
DUFF. She is also a co-founder of Disability in Kid Lit.

Dara La Porte Dara co-founded the nonprofit An Open Book Foundation, which takes
children’s authors to disadvantaged DC schools and gives each child the
author’s book.

Edith Campbell Edith received a B.A. in Economics from the University of Cincinnati and MLS
from Indiana University. Her passion is promoting literacy in teens of color.

Maya Gonzalez Maya is an artist, author, and educator. She has illustrated over twenty
award-winning multicultural books and written five. She co-founded
Reflection Press and School of the Free Mind.

Roxana Barillas Roxana is director of Hispanic Engagement for First Book, a nonprofit social
enterprise that has provided over 125 million books to children in need.

Gretchen Caserotti Gretchen is the new Library Director at Meridian Library District (ID) and
serves as the New to ALSC Board Member.

Irene Smalls, MBA Irene is the author of 15 children's books and is the first African-American
female exhibitor at the world's oldest and largest book fair in Frankfurt,
Germany.

Lydia Breiseth Lydia manages Colorin Colorado, a bilingual national website for parents and

educators of ELLs, overseeing content, partnerships, and production of
multicultural booklists and author interviews.

Lessa Kanani’opua Lessa is the
Pelayo-Lozada






