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ALMA PRESSES PLAY
BY TINA CANE
MAKE ME A WORLD, 2021

ISBN: 9780593121146

In this verse novel, half-Chinese, half-Jewish 

Alma comes to terms with her parents’ 

divorce, her mother’s move to a new state, a 

challenging end-of-the-year project, and her 

feelings about boys. 

BLACK BIRD, BLUE ROAD
BY SOFIYA PASTERNACK
VERSIFY, 2022

ISBN: 9780358572039

This historical fantasy novel includes deep 

philosophical questions about life and death, 

alongside adrenaline-filled action, as a Jewish 

girl attempts to save her dying brother by any 

means necessary. 

THE CHRONICLES OF DELTOVIA
BY OLIVIA JAIMES
ANDREWS MCMEEL, 2022

ISBN: 9781524871567

Middle-schoolers June, Misha, and Ollie decide 

to cowrite and illustrate their own book about 

a magical land called Deltovia. Their individual 

personalities and quirks come through in the 

different ways they approach the story and life. 

THE DAVENPORTS
BY KRYSTAL MARQUIS
DIAL, 2023

ISBN: 9780593463338

In this historical fiction novel set in 1910s 

Chicago, a group of Black teens takes us 

into an often-overlooked side of American 

history: the lives of wealthy African Americans 

and their experience of classism, familial 

expectations, and gender norms.

DEMON IN THE WOOD 
BY LEIGH BARDUGO, 
ILLUSTRATED BY DANI PENDERGAST
ROARING BROOK, 2022

ISBN: 9781250624642

The first graphic novel in the Grishaverse world 

offers a new format for fans and welcomes 

those new to the series. Readers will dive into 

the Darkling’s backstory.

THE DOOR OF NO RETURN
BY KWAME ALEXANDER
LITTLE, BROWN, 2022

ISBN: 9780316441865

Kofi, an eleven-year-old boy from the village of 

Upper Kwanta, is ripped away from his family 

and community in this gripping novel in verse.

FREESTYLE
BY GALE GALLIGAN
GRAPHIX, 2022

ISBN: 9781338045819

Cory navigates changing friendships and 

social pressures while learning cool yo-yo 

tricks in this graphic novel.

FRIZZY
BY CLARIBEL A. ORTEGA, 
ILLUSTRATED BY ROSE BOUSAMRA
FIRST SECOND, 2022

ISBN: 9781250259622

Dominican tween Marlene learns to care 

for and appreciate her curly hair in this 

vibrant graphic novel about colorism, beauty 

standards, and self-acceptance.

GROWING PANGS
BY KATHRYN ORMSBEE, 
ILLUSTRATED BY MOLLY BROOKS
RANDOM HOUSE, 2022

ISBN: 9780593301289

A graphic novel about the first time at 

sleepaway camp, feeling different as a 

homeschooled student, and traversing the 

ever-present effects of OCD.

I LIKE ME BETTER 
BY ROBBY WEBER
INKYARD PRESS, 2023

ISBN: 9781335453648

Another heartwarming summer rom-com from 

Weber. When your summer plans fall apart, 

love can show up in unexpected places. Zack 

takes the fall for his soccer team and ends 

up having to do community service for the 

summer.

INVISIBLE
BY CHRISTINA DIAZ GONZALEZ, 
ILLUSTRATED BY GABRIELA EPSTEIN
GRAPHIX, 2022

ISBN: 9781338194555

In this graphic novel, five middle-school 

students find out that they have been lumped 

together because their teachers assumed, 

since they all speak Spanish, that they’d have 

tons in common. This couldn’t be farther from 

the truth!

KARTHIK DELIVERS
BY SHEELA CHARI
AMULET, 2022

ISBN: 9781419755224

Rising ninth-grader Karthik spends the 

summer of 2009 working as the delivery 

boy for his family’s failing grocery store. 

Unbeknownst to his family, he’s also acting in a 
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