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program templates for introducing each concept into four different programs and services 
common to many institutions: storytimes, book clubs, STEAM programming, and outreach. 
Each section will provide tips and prompts for considering how to shape these services 
around intellectual freedom, along with templates that can be implemented as is or used as 
a starting point for creating your own programs.

WHAT IF I GET QUESTIONS OR CONCERNS FROM PARENTS OR 
STAKEHOLDERS?

While it’s possible to retool a library program to focus on teaching information literacy or to 
explicitly theme a regular program or service around intellectual freedom (something that 
is often done for Banned Books Week, for example), it isn’t necessary to do so if there is a 
concern about it negatively impacting program attendance. This toolkit is designed to help 
add context and dimension to successful existing programs, rather than to replace them 
with something else.

If there are concerns about how to discuss intellectual freedom with parents who may have 
questions about how it could impact their children, make sure to check out the ALSC Kids! 
Know Your Rights! and 

http://www.ala.org/alsc/sites/ala.org.alsc/files/content/KIDS%20know%20your%20rights%202019.pdf
http://www.ala.org/alsc/sites/ala.org.alsc/files/content/KIDS%20know%20your%20rights%202019.pdf
http://www.ala.org/alsc/sites/ala.org.alsc/files/content/Know%20Your%20Kids%27%20Rights.pdf
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Integrating Key Concepts in 
STORYTIME: Tips and Examples
INFORMATION LITERACY 

(contributed by Meagan Albright and Ashley J. Brown)

Tip 1: Invite a co-storyteller to read a dual point of view story with you to model different 
viewpoints during storytime. Example: Interrupting Chicken and the Elephant of Surprise by 
David Ezra Stein.

Tip 2: Include a display of different versions of the same story and encourage families to 
compare and contrast the books when reading them at home.

Tip 3: Tell parents about ALSC’s Notable Children’s Digital Media and talk about trusted 
online sources.

Tip 4: Include some of the suggested books below in another storytime. For example, if 
you are doing a storytime about birds, read Mac Barnett’s Telephone or include it in your 
book display.

Tip 5: Sometimes the best way to start a conversation is by defining the topic. (According 
to the American Library Association, “Information literacy is a set of abilities requiring 
individuals to ‘recognize when information is needed and have the ability to locate, evaluate, 
and use effectively the needed information.’”) 

Sample Programs—Pick and choose the parts that work for you!

Theme: Mixed Messages

Introduce the topic: Play a game of Telephone and talk about how the word or phrase 
changed from one person to the next.

Read: Telephone by Mac Barnett

Read: The Monster at the End of This Book by Jon Stone

Alternate Titles: Oink-a-Doodle-Moo by Jeff Czekaj; Elephant in the Dark by Mina 
Javaherbin

http://www.ala.org/alsc/awardsgrants/notalists/ncdm
https://alair.ala.org/handle/11213/7668#f1


4
INTELLECTUAL FREEDOM PROGRAMMING TOOLKIT

Books for Older Children: The Rumor by Anushka Ravishankar; The Blind Men and the 
Elephant by Karen Backstein

Extension Activity: Ask children to think about a cat or dog they’ve met and what they 
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the pages, prompt a discussion by using guided questions like, “What is happening in this 
picture?” and “How do you think the character feels?” Allow children to use their imagination 
as they narrate the story.

Sample Programs

Theme: Free to Choose

Rationale: 
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Integrating Key Concepts in BOOK 
CLUBS: Tips and Examples



https://www.barnesandnoble.com/blog/kids/an-interview-with-the-wild-robot-author-peter-brown/
http://bookclubforkids.libsyn.com/peter-brown-on-writing
https://code.org/
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Activity 2:

Selznick’s acknowledgments in the book are filled with indications of all the research he 
did.  Explore the note with students, and research some of the topics within. Use this as a 
starting point for students to share in the research process. Find books on ASL, learn what 
life was like in the 1920s, or even show silent films. If you have books listed in Selznick’s 
extensive selective bibliography, you can share those as well.

Sample discussion questions:

 � “Find a photo of Queens Museum of Art’s Panorama. Where did you find it? How does it compare to the 
book’s illustration?“

 � “How did Brian Selznick learn about Hoboken, New Jersey? What are some sources you could use to learn 
about Hoboken?”

INTELLECTUAL FREEDOM 

(contributed by Justin Azevedo)

Tip 1: Include books that have been challenged or restricted as possible selections for the 
club to read, especially if the challenge has been recent and/or local. Make a plan to guide 
the discussion toward aspects of that challenge, or include questions that address the 

http://www.ala.org/yalsa/alex-awards
http://www.ala.org/yalsa/alex-awards
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SAMPLE PROGRAMS

Banned Book Club

The easiest way to introduce intellectual freedom into a book club is to focus on books that 

https://www.alsc.ala.org/blog/2018/08/a-thoughtful-approach-to-banned-books-week/


11
INTELLECTUAL FREEDOM PROGRAMMING TOOLKIT

Integrating Key Concepts in STEAM: 
Tips and Examples
INFORMATION LITERACY 

(contributed by Brooke Sheets and Meagan Albright)

Incorporating information literacy in STEAM—science, technology, engineering, art and 
math—programming in a fun and engaging manner is an essential part of encouraging 
responsible digital citizenship and inspiring children to think about thinking. Here are some 
tips and program examples to get things rolling.

Tip 1: Trust but verify. Build explaining and verifying resources into your programming 
curriculum. 

Tip 2: See, think, wonder. Increase critical thinking with this thinking routine from Harvard 
Graduate School of Education’s Project Zero. Ask children: What do you see? What do you 
think about that? What does it make you wonder? 

Tip 3: Reach out for help! Look at colleges, universities, and cultural institutions for experts 
on your topic for support resources and guests for your program. Make sure to check 
and announce their bonafides, so that kids will learn to associate background experience, 
education, and professionalism with trusted resources. 

Tip 4: Be intentional. Select culturally and developmentally appropriate activities that 
extend the learning experience. 

Tip 5: Be safe. Build in time to explain online privacy and safety issues to kids. For more 
info, see ALSC Blog’s post: Virtual Programming and Patron Privacy

Sample Programs

The programs below can be adapted for virtual programming. Pick and choose the parts 
that work for you!

Theme: Unplugged Coding—My Robotic Friends

Rationale: Computational thinking helps develop pattern recognition and abstraction, 
skills that assist in organizing and analyzing information. Learning to code complements 
online safety and digital citizenship instruction and provides youth a platform to practice 

https://pz.harvard.edu/resources/see-think-wonder
https://www.alsc.ala.org/blog/2020/04/virtual-programming-and-patron-privacy/


https://csedweek.org/unplugged/thinkersmith
https://csedweek.org/unplugged/thinkersmith
https://hourofcode.com/
https://hourofcode.com/
https://www.pbs.org/parents/thrive/the-importance-of-art-in-child-development
https://www.pbs.org/parents/thrive/the-importance-of-art-in-child-development
https://edsource.org/2015/art-appreciation-helps-young-children-learn-to-think-and-express-ideas/77734
https://edsource.org/2015/art-appreciation-helps-young-children-learn-to-think-and-express-ideas/77734
http://www.getty.edu/art/collection/
https://blogs.getty.edu/iris/getty-artworks-recreated-with-household-items-by-creative-geniuses-the-world-over/
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Read: Art Detective: Spot the Difference by Doris Kutschbach. Play detective and examine 
great works of art to see if they are the real thing or forgeries. 

Book for Older Children: Booktalk The Art Book by Caroline Bugler. Explore the ideas 
behind one hundred iconic works of art while examining their historical context.

Books for Display: Behind the Museum Door: Poems to Celebrate the Wonders 
of Museums by Lee Bennett Hopkins; Imagine by Raúl Colón; Can You Hear It? The 
Metropolitan Museum of Art by William Lach 

Extension Activity: Explore museums around the world from your local library or the 
comfort of your couch with virtual tours: Boston Children’s Museum, Children’s Museum of 
the Arts, The Metropolitan Museum of Art, Whitney Museum of American Art, The Louvre, 
National Gallery of Art, and the 

https://www.bostonchildrensmuseum.org/museum-virtual-tour
https://www.bostonchildrensmuseum.org/museum-virtual-tour
https://artsandculture.google.com/partner/childrens-museum-of-the-arts
https://artsandculture.google.com/partner/childrens-museum-of-the-arts
https://artsandculture.google.com/partner/childrens-museum-of-the-arts
https://artsandculture.google.com/partner/the-metropolitan-museum-of-art?hl=en
https://artsandculture.google.com/partner/the-metropolitan-museum-of-art?hl=en
https://artsandculture.google.com/partner/whitney-museum-of-american-art
https://artsandculture.google.com/partner/whitney-museum-of-american-art
https://www.louvre.fr/en/visites-en-ligne
https://www.louvre.fr/en/visites-en-ligne
https://artsandculture.google.com/partner/national-gallery-of-art-washington-dc
https://artsandculture.google.com/partner/national-gallery-of-art-washington-dc
https://artsandculture.google.com/partner/van-gogh-museum?hl=en
https://artsandculture.google.com/partner/van-gogh-museum?hl=en
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Tip 4: Experts: Invite an environmental scientist to give a presentation or partner with a 

https://www.scarce.org/
https://climatekids.nasa.gov/
https://www.aap.org/en-us/advocacy-and-policy/aap-health-initiatives/climate-change/Pages/Climate-Change-and-Childrens-Health.aspx
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Alternate Title: All That Trash: The Story of the 1987 Garbage Barge and Our Problem 
with Stuff by Meghan McCarthy

Extension Activities: Children collect or list the plastic, aluminum, and paper their 
household uses in one day.

 � What can be recycled? (Consult your local curbside pickup recycler’s website.)
 � Where does the recycling go?
 � What happens to the things put in the regular garbage?
 � Teach the “Reduce, Reuse, Recycle, Refuse” motto and how they can personally limit their use of plastic.

Theme: Water Usage

Rationale: Children can change their daily habits in simple ways that can help the 
environment and the people, animals, and plants in it. They can set a good example for 
adults and talk to adults about why they choose to lower their water usage.

Introduce the Topic: Explain that even though Earth is 2/3 covered in water, it is mostly 
salt water and humans cannot drink it; humans need fresh water to drink every day. 
Introduce facts about how little fresh water this is for the world’s human and animal 
populations. Maps showing the desert areas of the world can be a visual tool and 
discussion of fires in Australia and California show what can happen when there is drought. 
https://www.worldwildlife.org/threats/water-scarcity

Read: Nya’s Long Walk: A Step at a Time by Linda Sue Park; Clean Water by Elizabeth 
Thomas; Water Energy Projects: Easy Energy Activities for Future Engineers! by Megan 
Borgert-Spaniol; Water Wow! An Infographic Exploration by Antonia Banyard

Alternate Titles: Water by Seymour Simon; Keeping Water Clean by Courtney Farrell

Extension Activities: How is Mari Copeny of Flint, Michigan calling attention to clean 
water?

https://www.worldwildlife.org/threats/water-scarcity
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Integrating Key Concepts in 
OUTREACH: Tips and Examples
INFORMATION LITERACY  

(contributed by Liz Hartnett)

Consider these tips to build information literacy skills at any age:

Tip 1: Create opportunities for kids to brainstorm and come up with good questions about 
things they’d like to know (identifying the information need).

Tip 2: Help kids become aware of tools they can use to answer their questions—library 
materials, community groups, and individual experts (planning how to find information).

Tip 3: Provide practice in using keyword searches, taking notes, and designing things like 
simple surveys or interview questions (gathering information).

Tip 4: Show how to look critically at sources, identify high-quality information, and 
investigate questionable claims (evaluating sources).

Tip 5: Have your participants put their information to some use, help them with strategies 
for presenting it effectively (organizing and communicating information).

Sample Programs

Outreach is critical for extending service to non-users or underserved groups. Effective 
outreach for children often involves community partnerships -childcare providers, schools, 
shelters, hospitals, summer camps, or local festivals, for example.

Here are 2 sample programs to try. Adapt them to fit your community!

Theme: Nutrition

Skills: Collect and use data

Am I eating a nutritious lunch?

Following a shared lunch (perhaps through outreach programs like Summer Food Service), 
read and share books relating to the elements of good nutrition, like How did that Get in My 
Lunchbox? by Christine Butterworth or The Monster Health Book by Edward Miller.

https://www.fns.usda.gov/sfsp/summer-food-service-program
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 � What food groups are represented in today’s lunch? Are the meals balanced? Search for nutrition 
information, using related nonfiction titles or materials from sites like Nutrition for Kids (Mayo Clinic), or 
the USDA’s Choose My Plate site. 

 � Which foods are most popular in our group? How can we find out? Create a survey, gather and organize 
results, produce a visutr.7 (in.8 (s)5.2 4(r)9.1  (o)-11 (s)5.2 (u)-1.10 0 0  .1 (n)n1 (p)- s)n wen 

https://www.mayoclinic.org/healthy-lifestyle/childrens-health/in-depth/nutrition-for-kids/art-20049335
https://www.mayoclinic.org/healthy-lifestyle/childrens-health/in-depth/nutrition-for-kids/art-20049335
https://www.choosemyplate.gov/ten-tips-choose-myplate
https://www.eatright.org/food/nutrition/nutrition-facts-and-food-labels/the-basics-of-the-nutrition-facts-label


http://www.ala.org/advocacy/diversity/librariesrespond/Services-LGBTQ
http://www.ala.org/advocacy/diversity/culturalprogrammingtopromotediversity
https://journals.ala.org/index.php/cal/article/view/6077/7815
https://planetpicturebook.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_AAu58SNSyc
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Book for Older Children: Everything & Everywhere: A Fact-Filled Adventure for Curious 
Globe-Trotters by Marc Martin 

Books for Display: Littles and How They Grow by Kelly DiPucchio; Everybody Cooks Rice 
by Norah Dooley; Little Humans by Brandon Stanton; Throw Your Tooth on the Roof: Tooth 
Traditions from Around the World by Selby Beeler; At the Same Moment Around the World 
by Clotilde Perrin; Same Same but Different by Jenny Sue Kostecki-Shaw; Grandma’s List 
by Portia Dery; One House for All by Inese Zandere
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Recommended Resources
INTELLECTUAL FREEDOM

ALA Intellectual Freedom Resources

http://www.ala.org/advocacy/intfreedom/resources

The staff of the Office for Intellectual Freedom is available to answer questions or provide 
assistance to librarians, trustees, educators and the public about intellectual freedom 
issues and resources. Areas of assistance include policy development, First Amendment 
issues, and professional ethics.

Banned Books Week 

ala.org/bbooks 

Banned Books Week is an annual event celebrating the freedom to read. There are  a 
number of resources available to support Banned Books Week programming, promotion 
of the annual celebration of the right to read, and banned books themselves. Many of these 
resources can be used throughout the year, so you can celebrate the right to read every 
day! Several can be used by multiple audiences, from educators, to librarians, to retailers, 
and beyond!

Banned Books Case Study

https://hellolibrary.com/?p=535

Explore real-world censorship cases with this ready-to-use plan from the Hello Library blog.
Includes extensive materials, slides, and sample discussion questions.

Central Kansas Library System: Intellectual Freedom Resource Guide 

https://ckls.libguides.com/IF

Webinars, recommended readings and direct links to ALA essential intellectual freedom 
documents.

http://www.ala.org/advocacy/intfreedom/resources
http://ala.org/bbooks
https://hellolibrary.com/?p=535
https://ckls.libguides.com/IF
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Intellectual Freedom 101 

https://ccbc.education.wisc.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/13/2020/03/Intellectual_
Freedom_101.pdf

The basics from the Cooperative Children’s Book Center with links to further information.

INFORMATION LITERACY

ALA LibGuide: Evaluating Information: Information Literacy

https://libguides.ala.org/InformationEvaluation/Infolit

Resources for librarians to use to equip students and the general public to identify reliable 
sources of news and other information.

Carol Kuhlthau’s Information Search Process Model

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gytquheF7Aw&t=374s

View this 20 minute video to gain understanding of the phases we all go through when we 
look for information, to better assist the kids in your library.

Colorín Colorado: Developing Research and Information Literacy

https://www.colorincolorado.org/article/developing-research-and-information-literacy

A quick, informative discussion of helping children separate fact from opinion, with links to 
further information.

Common Sense Media: Digital Citizenship 

https://www.commonsense.org/education/digital-citizenship

Ready-made lessons on online privacy, cyberbullying, and more.

eSchool News

https://www.eschoolnews.com/2017/04/10/resources-information-literacy/

Seven resources for much-needed information literacy skills

https://ccbc.education.wisc.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/13/2020/03/Intellectual_Freedom_101.pdf
https://ccbc.education.wisc.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/13/2020/03/Intellectual_Freedom_101.pdf
https://libguides.ala.org/InformationEvaluation/Infolit
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gytquheF7Aw&t=374s
https://www.colorincolorado.org/article/developing-research-and-information-literacy
https://www.commonsense.org/education/digital-citizenship
https://www.eschoolnews.com/2017/04/10/resources-information-literacy/
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Reading Rockets: Teaching Information Literacy Skills

https://www.readingrockets.org/article/teaching-information-literacy-skills
https://www.slj.com/?detailStory=teaching-media-literacy-now
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