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Introduction

I
n its 2017-2020 strategic plan, the Association for Li-
brary Service to Children (ALSC) called for the creation 
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Learning and Development for  
Young Children and Families

P
ublic libraries have a long and recognized history 
of promoting early childhood learning and provid-
ing caregiver support and modeling through initia-

tives like Every Child Ready to Read @ your library, 1st 
and 2nd editions (ECRR), a joint initiative between ALSC 
and the Public Library Association (PLA) (Neuman et al., 
2017). Library storytime programs, in particular, have 
been found to provide rich environments for the devel-
opment of early literacy and other early learning skills 
(Campana et al., 2016; Campana, 2018). Furthermore, 
research demonstrates that an intentional and interac-
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Research Questions
1. What do school-age children and parents/caregiv-

ers want from the library? Why do school-age chil-
dren and their parents/caregivers choose the library 
versus other informal learning environments?

2. How, if at all, are libraries engaging families with 
school-age children? What, if any, impact does this 
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Impact and Exploration of Literature  
and Resources for Children

L
iterature has always served as the foundation for 
library services to children. Even as libraries are 
placing a growing emphasis on programming, liter-

ature still remains central to these programs and to the 
library’s purpose of providing access to literature and 
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Professional Development of Library 
Staff to Serve Children and Families 

L
ibrary services for children are changing dramati-

-
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