
Bnited ~tates ~enate
WASHINGTON, DC 20510

April 13,2018

The Honorable Roy Blunt
Chairman
Subcommittee on Labor, Health and
Human Services, and Education
Senate Committee on Appropriations
Washington, D.C. 20510

The Honorable Patty Murray
Ranking Member
Subcommittee on Labor, Health and
Human Services, and Education
Senate Committee on Appropriations
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Chairman Blunt and Ranking Member Murray:

As your Subcommittee considers the Fiscal Year 2019 appropriations bill for the
Department of Education, we urge you to maintain the investment in the Innovative Approaches
to Literacy (IAL) grant program, authorized in the Every Student Succeeds Act. IAL provides
competitive awards to school libraries and national not-for-profit organizations, including
partnerships that reach families outside of schools,



enabled RIF to work with 41 school districts in 16 states, reaching 33,000
second, third, and fourth-grade students and their teachers. Classrooms received
STEM-themed book collections, teachers received professional development
and literacy resources, and students got books to take home and keep. Fifty-
seven percent of the students involved in the study showed gains in reading
proficiency over the summer.

Ensuring children's access to books is a critical component of our nation's effort to
promote lifelong learning and remains a key aspect of early childhood literacy. For American
families living in poverty, access to reading materials is severely limited. Children living in
poverty have fewer books in their homes than their peers, and this unfortunate reality hinders
their ability to prepare for school
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