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Dear Appropri a t o r s : 
 
As Congres s enters the final stage of the FY 2018 appropri a t i o n s cycle, the library communit y wishes to 
expres s its thanks to the House and Senate Appropriations Committ e e for standing with librarie s in 
support of funding for importa n t progra ms that bene fit patron s across the country . We appreci a t e 
Congre s s recogn i z i n g the need for a dditi o n a l spendi n g to make the necess a r y inve st me n t s in domest i c 
progra ms and we strongl y urge you to increas e the 302(b) allocati o n for the Labor Health and Human 
Servi c e s (LHHS ) Subco m m i t t e e FY 2018 bill by its pr opor t i on a l share of the addit i o na l spend i n g under 
the recent caps deal. We hope L HHS will receiv e enough to make addi t i o na l criti c a l inves t me n t s in 
progr a ms like the Libra r y Servi ces and Technology Act (LSTA). 
 
America ’ s more than 120,000 librar i e s — i n ever y Congre s s i o n a l distri c t — c o n s t i t u t e a robust 
infr a s t r uc t u re imme d i a t e l y avail a b l e to addre ss nati o n al priori t i es in effi c i e n t , cost- e ffe c t i v e ways and 
meet many of the challe n g e s our nati on faces. Librari e s play a critica l  role in every commun i t y . From 
assisti n g veteran s in thei r trans i t i o n to civili a n life, entre pr e ne u r s utilizin g library database s to expand 
their busin e ss , helpi n g child r e n devel o p liter a c y sk ill s and compl e t e homew o r k , to helpi n g rural and 
under s e r ve d commu n i t i e s acces s the Inter ne t ; libra r i e s are cent r a l to makin g commu n i t i e s a better place 
to live.  
 
A respons i b l e federa l invest me n t in the LSTA (with  a mandat o r y 1/3 state match ) makes many of these 
service s possibl e . LSTA is the only  federa l progra m for public librar i e s  and allow librari e s to create new 
servic e s to meet the changi n g dema nd s of its patron s . In additi o n , the Innova t i v e Approaches to Literacy 
(IAL) progra m allows school librar i e s to provide target e d litera c y tools and skills develo p me n t for 
underserved children. Libraries thank Congress for rejecti n g the Admi nis t r a t i o n ’ s recomme n d a t i o n to 
elimin a t e LSTA and IAL fundin g and provid i ng $187.6 millio n in fundin g for LSTA and $27 million in 
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Last year, 144 Represen t a t i v e s in the House and 45 Senator s signed th e appropr i a t i o n s letter for LSTA. 
146 Represe n t a t i v e s and 37 Senator s signe d the IAL lette r . All lette r s  received bipartisan support. 
 
As the final fundin g bills are being writte n , librar i e s in your state urge incre a s e d suppor t for these 
impor t a n t progr a ms . 
 
Thank you for your conside r a t i o n . 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
James G. Neal 
Preside nt 
Americ a n Librar y Associ a t i o n 


