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agencies reportedly assure the children that they need not worry about the 
information being used against them.4 
 

This is the reality: Your agencies are taking scared, jailed children who are 
desperate to see their families, asking them to identify their relatives so that they 
can be reunited—and then using that data to find, arrest, and deport those families. 
Under the new policy: 
 

● A seven-year-old child fled Honduras after his father was murdered and his 
mother abandoned him. His uncle came forward and took him in. ICE 
agents came to their home claiming that they were checking on the child. 
With the child watching, the agents arrested the uncle and subsequently 
placed him in removal proceedings.5 
 

● Two teenage brothers from El Salvador fled to the U.S. to be with their 
mother after a gang broke into their home and assaulted them. They gave 
CBP officers their mother’s name and address. Soon afterwards, ICE agents 
called their mother, visited her home, arrested her, and then deported her 
to El Salvador.6 
 

● A teenager from Guatemala arrived alone at the Arizona border. He told 
ORR officials to contact his brother, a husband and father of two young 
children, who was living in New Mexico. ORR officials asked his brother for 
a range of information, assuring him that it would not be used against him. 
Soon after the teen arrived in the home, ICE came and arrested his brother. 
The teen now holds himself responsible for his brother’s arrest.7 

 
This practice began in a “surge initiative” from June to August of last year.8 

This spring, your agencies entered into an agreement and sought to issue rules to 
formalize this practice.9 These rules require, as a default, that every adult in a 
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prospective sponsor’s household provide fingerprints for a criminal and immigration 
background check. DHS has reserved the right to use this data to find and deport 
undocumented people that step forward to take care of a child in government 
custody.10 DHS also deposits their personal information—including highly sensitive 
biometric data—in a criminal history and immigration verification database with 
virtually no use or sharing restrictions.11 Your agencies have taken a process 
designed to protect children and made it into a tool that uses them to find and 
deport their families.  
 

For decades, your agencies have had binding obligations, under a federal court-
sanctioned settlement and subsequent federal statute, to promptly release 
unaccompanied children, without delay, into the least restrictive setting possible.12 
Your policies have the opposite effect, and are therefore illegal. Already, families 
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