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Next Steps

Since this is a new competitive program under ESSA, it will be important to work with
individuals responsible for literacy instruction and development at the State, school district,
and school level.

Encourage/assist appropriate State, school district, and/or school personnel in developing
and applying for grants or subgrants.

0 Note that subgrants awarded for local uses of funds must include professional
development for school personnel that specifically includes school librarians. Therefore,
any grants awarded at the school district level under this program must provide
professional development for school librarians.

TITLE Il, PART B, SUBPART 2, SECTION 2226 — INNOVATIVE APPROACHES TO
LITERACY (IAL)

Background

ESSA includes a new authorization of the Innovative Approaches to Literacy (IAL) program
(previously funded through appropriations legislation) that provides dedicated funding to
promote literacy programs in low income communities.

o0 Note that while IAL activities have been funded over the past several years through
appropriations bills, the “codification” (or explicit authorization) of this program in ESSA
provides a specific “line item” to help better secure funding in future years.

Library Provisions

ESSA specifically authorizes funds to be used for developing and enhancing effective
school library programs, which includes providing professional development for school
librarians, books, and up-to-date materials to high need schools.

Next Steps

Since IAL is a competitive grant program that has been funded in the past (through
appropriations), but is newly authorized under ESSA, it will be important to focus advocacy
efforts at the federal level to ensure enough funds are appropriated to continue and possibly
expand the IAL program.

0 Note that while efforts to fund IAL in the past have been successful, the lack of an
explicit authorization for these activities has hindered advocacy efforts related to
expanding the program. The specific authorization of IAL under ESSA will help with
future funding as Congress has expressed its support for these activities under the most
recent authorization of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act.
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