May 1§ 2016

United StatesSenate

GCommittee on Appropriations
Legislative BrancBubcommittee
United States Capitp§128
Washington, DC 2081

Re: Opposition tohclusionof *>] & EC }( }vPE ¢« o0 *](] S]}v_
Provisionin Legislative Branch Appropriations LegislatorirReport

Dear Chairmaapitq Ranking Membeschatzand Members of theubcommittee

We write today @ behalf of the more than 58,000 memlseof the American Library Associ
ation andof the Association for Library Collections & Technical Services (At@&T@yision of ALA
members expert irtatalogng and classificatioriWe do sao respectfullyto ask that, wherthe
Sultommitteemeets to consider legislation appropriating funds for the Legislative Brawedher
the text of the bill ror



subjectheadngs.TheLibraryreviews eachchangeproposal individually antypicallyadopts
over a thousand each year

Indeed, the heading change issuewas one of 90 such modifications propossatmassey
the Libraryin March


https://alair.ala.org/bitstream/handle/11213/1301/%2001-12-16-CD34.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://alair.ala.org/bitstream/handle/11213/1301/%2001-12-16-CD34.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y

Codein an identical fashionntil earlierthis month.The catalog term "Cripples” similarly
u}E % Z JA E SJu U (JE*8 8} —, v ] %% — Vv oCéngiess} —W }
made no move to countermand those expert cataloging determinatairibe time

x The Library reasonably and properly concluded in this instance that, when used in
reference b people the long-usedterms "illegal" and "alien"havein recent decades
acquired derogatory connotationdyecomepejorative, and beerassociated with nativist
and racist sentiments.As the Library hasnotedsZ Z ]JvP ~ o] ve_ Z o vV ]v de
the Library since 1920 o] veU ]Joo P oofficialuselmérg than 35 years agand
"Noo P o 0] ve_ Z o v ]v « E A] -ceffudi Oveutheslong spaEdf E
time, andparticularly in recenyears referring to undocumentegbersons(as opposed to
forms of conduct) as "illegaihcreasingljhas beenwidely acknowledgedis dehumanizing,
offensive, inflammatory, and even a racial slur

This shift has been plaand pronouncegas the Librarpbserved, in precisely the kind of
dynamic materials that cataloging standards require any Library to assesaluding the
suitability of a subject heading in use ait&lprospective modificatiorindeed, in recent
years nanynationalnewsorganizatims {ncluding the Associated Press, US#4adly, ABC,
Chcago Tribune, antos AngelesTimes)categoricallyjhavestoppedusing the word "illegal”
to describe human beingss a matter of editorial policy

Moreover, the Pew Research Center has documentedttigit actions were nt merely
anealotal or aberrant in any waylo the contraryPewcompareduse of the term”]Joo P o
o] vim U.Snewspapers during the same tweeek period in 1996, 2002, 2007 and 2013

(all times when immigration matters were muchtime news) It found thatuse of that
phrasedeclinedpredpitously over the most recent-gear period surveyedppearingn
21% ofewsreports in 2007ut just 5%in 2013 a 76% reduction in wsandall-time low.°

We understandAZC «}ju Z A  Z}e v 8} %}0]8] 11 8Z >] E EC[* % E}
changes discussed above.light of the foregoinghowever,it is the view of our Associationghat,
at minimum, the Libraryof Congressrecent propose reclassiftatio135.62 293.21 Tm [(h)-2(e)11( )-m [(t)¢


https://www.loc.gov/catdir/cpso/illegal-aliens-decision.pdf
http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2013/06/17/illegal-undocumented-unauthorized-news-media-shift-language-on-immigration
http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2013/06/17/illegal-undocumented-unauthorized-news-media-shift-language-on-immigration

We hope that the foregoing degption of the standards and practices of quiofession
rigorously adhered t@nd unimpeachably appliday the Libraryof Congress this casewill assist
the Subcommitteeo respectthe Library[ endependent professional cataloging determinations.
Specifically, w urge you and all Members of tf8bcommitteenot to include anystatutory or
report languagdn the Senatef Legislative Branch appropriations Iilat would countermand or
u} ]J(C sZ >] E EC[MINES]}VS %SEE |v]vP 8§} §Z § (Eue ~ 0] ve_ Vv |}
and to oppose angther legisldion that would have similar effect.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide tigubcommitteewith a factualcontextin which
to considerthis matter. Please contact ushsuld youor your staff have any questions; require
any additional information

Respectfully submitted,

Sari Feldman, President
American Library Association



