


�.0owners, including a beauty consultant, an artist, and 

a pet care specialist, that took part in the Bosler (PA) 

Memorial Library’s “Get Your Business Online” work

-shop learned how to use online tools to build a website 

and maximize web ads.  These essential information 

resources, equipment, space, and services help to defray 

costs for budding entrepreneurs, leveling the entrepre

-neurial playing �.6eld. The St. Louis County (MO) Public 

Library, for one, estimates that their business databases 

and customized research expertise save small business 

owners $13,000 each year.

Connecting entrepreneurs 

to community
Moving beyond th

eir own walls, libraries play a
 critical 

role in connectin
g individuals see

king business s
upport to 

a wider range of res
ources, including

 working with orga

-nizations such a
s Small Business Develo

pment Support 

Centers (SBDCs) and SCORE.  The Community Library 

Network in Idaho, fo
r one, partners w

ith the North Idaho 

SBDC to o�.7er worksh
ops for start-ups 

such as “Starting 

a Business in Idaho
.” In the worksho

p, participants we
re 

introduced to di�.7
erent ways of entering in

to business—

such as buying
 an existing bus

iness, purchasin
g a fran

-

/


�Gwinnett County (GA) Public Library’s New Start Entrepreneurship Incubator (NSEI) aims to serve community members who have spent time in prison or jail. This popu-lation faces di�culties and stigma securing employment. The NSEI program o�ers 
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