
A Comparison of Public, School, and Academic Libraries:
Vital to Our Communities

In neighborhoods, schools, and higher education across the United States, libraries are serving learners of all
ages as they pursue both their academic and personal information needs. These institutions, which offer
complementary services in the common pursuit of providing top-quality information, access to technology, and
safe spaces, often stand aligned in their desire to meet shared goals. These goals include:

● Achieving equity of access to information and resources
● Building a culture of reading
● Supporting lifelong learning
● Creating an engaged, informed citizenry
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